SUPER MINN Wd 


fi 


‘AINS, drawn shut. The kind found i 1 


RED i 
class i uses of yesteryear. They slowly oe 
onl “to reveal a small portion of the sc film 


flickers. g life: fading in on an old issue of..> 


yar aes ae . 
ACTION,-COMICS:~A BOY'S HAND reaches into frame 2 
reveafiing drawn comic book panels. The boy reads 


we. 
sg Ns, LITILE BOX{V0-}-—~- 
/_—en -a distant planet ‘erbiting a red 
“7” suny a\wise scientist predicted 
4 worid's! imminent destruction. 
4 Despite! overwhelming evidence, his 
AN leas.to evacuate the planet were 
\~-agnored, leaving him and his wife 
~ no ehoice..- a 
He turns the page to a panel of JOR-EL and his Ww 


Prete 


Fo ae 
1 ee pen, «= LITTLE (V.0.) (CONT'D) 


i |j.but'to place their only son into } 
\ a‘spacéship and la éh it to : 
\_--another galaxy, in hopes of finding 7 
\, the child a new home. A child-.. as 

— destined to become Earth’s greatest =. ~~ 


protector... 


as the boy's" Voice fades, PUSH IN ON a panel. We one & in 
hear tne” pafiel” tead aloud -- but this time by the woice pf: 
Hg 


, 7 (v.02) 7" erage 4 tame Ve 


\___ But why. Barth Jor-EL?, Theyre. n= | 


$3 


4 rimitives. Thousan@s of years - 


behind us. 


oa 


we / uy ae wes ae j 
fe will need that‘ advantage. To~~” : 
<__—saEvive) is wt Gus) 


; THE COMIC BOOK PANEL S TO: 
wn ij =, c: 
INT. KRYPTON---HOUSE OF JOR-EL . , 2 
Footage from the 1978 version lof SUPERMAN. JOR-EL and RD 
place \the baby KAL-EL, into a CRYSTAL VESSEL. “The7toqtag? is 
e, 


treated) almost black and white, save for the ch 
yerrow 


red, ard_ 1 Garments - We’ in 1.85:1, standa 
widescreén-fermat. : 
He will ibe odd. Different. cara 
ere ‘ be oo 
a . 
at 
ane 
~| 
ee, 


RED SUN ~ Dougherty & Harris 1/12/05 FOURTH DRAFT NG) 2. 


JOR-EL . | 
+xi] be fast. Virtually = a 
“i drable. oe a cf a: 


fos af. 
a ads ie 
4,” Isolated. Alone. ; st 
Jor-Bl holds up a gleaming WHITE CRYSTAL. — Co 
; ‘ y f& Fe 
es JOR-EL , ~ Seria 2 nme maeeremcenpn | 
He will not be alone} He will never 
7 a“ be alone. . ¢ Le oe enna : 
ee iY t 
He places it into/the ship. And as the hatch close bh the 
boy init. We hear: 
ee JOR-EL (W.0.) (CONT'D) | > 
You will travel far my little Kal- 
uh el... 3 ; ; 


ogee 


Jor-E1L and vara ‘Stand under a ;cascading shower of G@bris, as 
the craft rises upward and shatters ‘the ceiling. 
Meet OF JOR-EL §6(Y.0.) (CONT’D) 
+. ebut we will never leave you. — 


Even in the face of*our death, the coy, 
richness of our lives will be 
nue YOUTS =“: 


EXT. KRYPTON - CONTINUOUS - eae 3 
‘The ship flies above Kryptonian cities, away fromthe planet. 


mena aeememevmns 


if oo _ JOR-EL (Vi0. ) 2 
ALi that I have learned, everything = \ 


-I 4eel, all of this. and more I. 

yequeath you, my son. You will make 
a trength your own, see my life 
through} your eyes, as your life 


a = 


ih ; As F is. ren 
As the, ship soars. ‘into space, KRYPTON’S RED SUN 
ty % 


written by LOIS LANE: 


a” “METEOR SHOWER BAFFLES SCIENTISTS" ~ 


eee *CRPED WONDER STUNS CITY” 
gern eet “I SPENT A NIGHT WITH SUPERMAN” 
Tae “SUPERMAN FOILS LEX LUTHOR” 
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“ASTRONOMERS DISCOVER KRYPTON INTACT ~~ sxats or Yyem rem 
ial ¢ 


nt 
And ther We-see the biggest headline of them al 
ey a 7 


: Zs -' “SUPERMAN DISAPPEARS” 


More headlines follow as the world is besieged 
manners of trouble: war, famine, crime. Soon, t 


End credits. It is silent. the tapestry of stars/at es 
into sntinity.. ‘But ONE STAR seems to move, glid the 


others...It 


It swoops by, and we finally see” that this isn’ (Bistan 
a huge_SPACECRAFT. Only there is no metal. Q : 
Nothing to indicate it is manmade. Instead, the 

ani 


resemblés “aj CRYSTAL SPORE bathed in light: 


i) 


INT. SPACECRAFT ~ same time! ‘ 4 

Only a soething throb is heard. ‘The crystalline-wWajls Jdook as 

if they’ve been grown instead of -built. A fine Ti s 

idee gare in a haze. We move through the mist and a 

chamber -with-A--CRYSTAL, POD in the center. Throu i ell, 

we see the silhouette of A MAN laying inside. Asleep. 

A CONSOLE illuminates, and a series of CRYST: 

projecting a HOLOGRAPHIC STAR CHART. A gentle ds. 

INSIDE THE POD, the man stirs ifWith a briet BISS\] s. 
rae a aa oa : 

EYES open. Bright blue. Striking. The man ‘gits up} jcloaked in 

Shadow. Aie“breathes deep, now fully awadke,and s yeRs_ out of 

the pod. -Gi nt~washes over him, revealing a po and 


raven blac. hair. Handsome. Every feature chisé 


Finally, the- light reveals his face. To some, he E mn as 
KAL-EL,.“but...to almost everyone in the world, he ; SUPERMAN , 

Ta NY 8, Nivea ccna ctleas asa acee ace 
He is/&ressea completely in white --"a strange, 
material that blends with his ship's environmen: 


AT THE CONSOLE; “Superman touches a crystal and t 
_ Stops. Leoking. at the charts, he seems anxious. 3 
‘touches the console, and THE ENTIRE WALL IN..FRONT-iOF M 
changes from solid and opaque, to completeTy~ tray Sparent. 
Superman gazes’ at the heavens when Something catches his eye: 
A MASSIVE- DARK SPOT, blocking the’ stars. He touches another 
crystal. The lights inside the Ship fade, while outside... 


10 


11 
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EXT. PEEP SPACE Woks TIME ae | 5 


I : , 
A MAS BAM~OF LIGHT illuminates THE PLANET - It 
floats silently in the darkness, without its re 
provide Heat or light. 

Bf aati FS ‘ 
INT. SPACECRAFT - SAME TIME “~~ 
Upon seeing his homeworld, Superman's expressio: Bore of 
wonder, -fiépe and fulfillment. *.Did--Krypton somehok 


’ 


eee ie 


eh aE me 


EXT. KRYPTON - SAME TIME 


The ship glides oyer the surface, and the remnan Phis 
great ‘Civilization come into view: cities, monumg 
canyons.. Liké his ship, they’fp all born from tha ye 
crystal technology, but while;the ship glows bright aese 


structures are dark and quieti A 
; : (Cy) 


As the Graft flies by, we linger on a cluster of \ch 

Through fine cracks, a faint GREEN GLOW becomes vif 

INT. SPACECRAFT ~ jSAME TIME B 
ee ae 


é 8 
Ee ee: i sik cane > 
Superman._scans-the terrain, leoking for anything 
connects him to this place. But.semething else’ fs ng. 
He seems nauseous. His hand trembles. A single be eat 


drips ,down.his-brow. He tries to fight it off. 


EXT. KRYPTON: " (a 9 
The ship moves through the ruins of a huge DOME, scending 


into a-VAST“CANYON of CRYSTAL MONCLITES” arranged" 4} a ciycle. 
if oe ti : 
EXT. KRYPTON — VALLEY OF ELDERS’ - SAME TIME 10 
The ship’meves past one of the structures,~and i es a 
large AI “uz@ SYMBOL. Similar crests are Gai 
surrounding monolgths. The ship moves past them7 Ops. 
PULL BACK.fz0m. the cracked crystal relief, reveal © be 
THE SUPERMAN_CREST. The symbol' of his Kryptonian 
ae “a Ba GA lakcac a alt baeane tore 
int. $ACECRAFT > same TIME 1l 
{ 7 Wedge steer eaa 
Superman is astoni/shed. Never before has he seen of 
his famity+ te. Suddenly, the nausea becomes a g 
pain threughout~his body. He leans forward, braci Emsellf . 


Through the window, he ‘sees a strange SHIMMER aro’ 
crest. It becomes ‘stronger. A FAINT GREEN LIGHT. becomes 
visible, radidting from cracks in the S. It’s the ominous 


green glow of “KRYPTONITE. 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


RED SUN - Dougherty & Barris 1/12/05 . FOURTH DRAFT fa) 5. 
Al cd, Superman pulls the ship away, toward en edge l. a 


cliff, But—instedd of finding more land on the o ide of 
AB! ufpface of the planet abruptly s re is 
only @ steep drop-off plunging into darkness... 


EXT. KRYPTON, SAME TIME: 


Sant 


- oy 
PULL BACK to reveal that thisf isn’t the planet 4 
entirety, but A HUGE BROKEN - And on the unde 
layer of-Krypton’s mantel. It has~been_irradiatsed: }2 
pale, sickiy—gréeen ~~ KRYPTONITE. More than we Ve ¢ 7 
seen.: GIANT SLABS’, tumble and whiz*by.—E?46-AN-AGTEH (3 : 
=r 


entirely composed \of the deadly substance -- an 
x. ye 


floating right into the middle of it. 

The effect intensifies. Superman ~« ps in “pain” pe ; tries to 
punch. commands into the console, but his hands a 
Outside;~thousands of pieces Qf glowing Ktyptonite- 
hurtling~towards--him. WHAM! THE: SHIP IS HiT. Supe rte 


I: < i 


INT. SPACECRAFT > SAME ome f 


§ 


EXT. KRYPTONITE ASTEROID FIELD} 4 SAME TIME, 14 
The craft tumbles and spins out of controt.‘Parts shatter and 
break off. But something strange happens. The c 
immediately GROWS BACK where it was shattered, r 
INT. SPACECRAFT - SAME TIME _ 15 
u uy : i} 
Superman struggles to his feet!..Outside, more kefptonite 
smashes against the window, cracking it. Crystals\work 
quickly.to.repair the damages ,j-but-it.keeps..coming.) He 
punches in“a séries of comman B. and weakly utte Word: 
ue ae SUPERMAN 
Lo ys home, pare ned 
e ie 


Superth 


rae 


ek i .. 
EXT. DBEP SPACE EAM Som | Ne ersten ee 
i £ 


{ it ‘i Sigs sti at ck ' 
The ship ROCKETS out of the asteroid field; narroy k avojding 


Chey and 
another. The-ship speeds into the distance, and ance again 
becomes a small glowing speck among the..sea of stié 
oe =“ DISSOLVE TO: 
MORE STARS..But instead of the eerie silence of space, we 
hear the ‘familiar sound of CRICKETS, followed by quiet MUSIC. 


“SATS 


Ree 
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17 EXT. FARM HOUSE - NIGHT : 17 
We Asem past a crescent moon, to A eae 


gh eT CUT TO: 


A SCRABBLE BOARD, displaying the word ALIEN. A 
adds letters, creating the word TENATION. 


ee MARTHA (0: es naar 
“That's. «+ Seventy four.points. | 


a BEN (0.S.) 
“You're not doing a very good job of 
oN. . Letting me win. 


18 INT. FARM HOUSE - KITCHEN - NIGHT eel ig cianicate spelen tees 18 
BEN and. MARTHA, both in their sixties,. sit..at.thi..table 
finishing_up a. game of Scrabble. The kitchen is = are lled 
with old mementos.. A DOG sleeps. nearby. Ben tallies the 


score,’ Martha has’ 409 points, he has 70. ;Game TN 


oe _ MARTHA: ‘ — 

—J “Like my kitchen table and Tt “want wn" 
to keep it, Ben. I'11 let you win ~ 
when we're playing for a new bed. 


She banas: up and kisses him on the head, passing 
FURNITURE CATALOG, many pages of which are dog-e 
looks at the open..page, which deseribes~-a-“HEW- 
MAHOGANY _KITCHEN TABLE’. 


paren hose yea a paghrr a eed ; 
J % ak MARTHA (CONT'D) | 
Plus,” explain to me ‘how a table! can : 


“be both weathered and... new. ; <2. : 


r r ore . 
rs eas Ae ene. 


a femmes seme mee A 3 BEN 
There's}inothing wrong with new. 


P MARTHA 
_ Nothing wrong with old, either. And 
~ this table’ s arreeny qweathered. 


) BEN 
Okay, okay. What's with the 
1 anaes to a table anyway? © ' 


Her eyes move to the edge of the table, where a 
name is CARVED into it: CLARK. ars, 


. os MARTHA 
oY gust like it, Ben. It has 
history... 


Eee hs 
oe Hy 
Bae 
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She trails off, and turns to the window. It’s \ if =| hears 
somdthing-osts ‘at : 
yore 
ae fe BEN 
/° Martha? 


oo. af 
Now Beri hears-{t: A RUMBLING, "It builds. Plates (Orassas, and 
lights start to rattle and shake. The dog perks\up;-Whining. 


he as 
a ss, BEN (CONT Dy----- Shavacmawciese: : 
What “in... — 


omens ere 


ar a : m 
The-icumbling becomes a DEAFENING ROAR, and througqj 
window, they see ithe clouds glowing a brilliant 2 b, grows 
brighter, until A METEOR STREAKS ACROSS THE NIGH 
heads‘tdward“the horizon, and;with a thunderous GOO 
blinding-flash of light -- CRASHES INTO A DISTANT™ 


Ben immediately heads across ithe kitchen, and grd6s_a PHONE. 
Martha~stands’in ithe window, pstill stunned. 
Pagar SVR tal ht ee 
Ben startsito dial, but can’t{ get a signal. 
see that Mattha /+has her fingerj on the hook. 
cee oe BEN (CONT'D) 0 
Martha, ‘what are you..doing? 


eae eeneeneeee MARTHA 
' une EELS, alright, Ben. 


But you saw that -- 
i. >” .” MARTHA U te & 
it"s-just a meteorite. Sometimes 
y they burn up in the. atmosphere ‘and 
S times they make it all cttie.way 
S Own._No need to trouble the 


ee reer oe anyone else about a 
little ‘hunk of rock. 


He looks “at her .skeptically. She checks her watc 


Fen emis. 


Pee 


if “\ MARTHA (CONT Dy ee 
it Listen,};it’s late. I had a nice _ 
VA dinner 4j and... ie 

Ne aaah a 


eee i 


i 


By tem oe eet 


Li MARTHA Lae 
pide Bg see you on Wednesday, Ben. For 
_--Bingo™ 


a a 


19 


20 


24 


22 


23 
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fi BEN ; | 
pe 
es | a 

sik MARTHA | > 


ee a (firm) 
“Wednesday. For Bingo..- 
if : ee 
She idbks at him, stonefaced. fe takes another i ide -—- 
and at her, and realizes what {s “happening. + 


X ae : 
} se - 
iv (still skeptical) “Serene 
7 


A little hunk of rock, huh? yy 


ft 
She ae. He sighs and shakes his head. 
mbes. He sig 


ane BEN (conrtp) 


P Martha Kent, I knewjyou’d be ~ 07, 
| _tzonbies et etait bette 
: - i 


EXT. FARM HOUSE "-“FRONT PORCH 7 MOMENTS LATER =) ag 


at : 
{i 

i4 ? 
‘ 


i if 7 _ ‘ 5 
iaicehy cing: waving goodbye ale! Ben pulls out of 
her. smi fad 


EXT. DIRT ROAD - MOMENTS LATER“ ..*... iG “ 
A weathered-pick-up truck speeds down a quiet ro 


INT. TRUCK - SAME TIME i i‘ es 21 
Marthd|_anxi 5 ie windshi rives\.. 
\ anxiously stares out Che windenie+d 68. She ‘drives 
Face ema ne ae ee zy oa “ 
EXT. CORNFIELD’ ~.MOMENTS LATER |{ Lo 22 
GO Sf a : 


The truck/puris up next to a large corn: eld. Martha 
out, gawking at AfLONG, CHARRED TRENC aa-the middle o 
field ig“the earth for hundreds of feet. 

i 


ean 


Semmnenedkeoe 


Martha Agshes-aiong the trench}: following SHARDS [OF /CKYS#AL 
DEBRIS//until she,\comes upon Ai SMOKING. CRATER... The : 


s & 


clears; and she sees it: : 
il A Decent om saci, 
SUPERMAN'S SHIP,.or what’s left: small, charred er 
broken aaa heey ‘A similar sigHt to the day he fi Tived. 
Horrified, Martha is about to climb down inte the ate hen 


A HAND grabs her shoulder. She screams and turns just as... 


SUPERMAN COLLAPSES: INTO HER ARMS. They both fall to the 
ground, His white suit is torn and tattered -- barely 

reveaking“the blue fabric of another suit beneath it. He 
stares up~at.her, weak and injured, uttering one word... 


en 
ge 
i Sg 

MG 

. 


* 
* 


24 


25 
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" ” SUPERMAN | 


“———Momes. | 
pany 
With tears“streaming down her face, Martha Kent 
s. 


cradles her son as he slips into unconsciousnes 


Then we hear the voice of a very’different OLD 
i f 


= OLD WOMAN :{V.0.) 
.~° In spite of your past,-1I- knew ----—~ 
iy ~ you're a good man...” 


™, 
eek: seer Cas: 


i 24 


at 


INT. VANDERWORTH MANSION - GER'TRUDE’S ROOM = DAY 25 
Two hands wearing matching WEDDING BANDS hold eadk pt. The 


elderly, wrinkled hand be ongs ito A WOMAN, while the ather 
hand belongs to an UNSEEN MAN. She coughs. Her vof@eAis 
HE : a f 


EXT, WANDERWORTH MANSION ~ DAY 
A STATELY MANSION rests on a riverbank with a li 


beautiful cars in the driveway. THUNDER echoes. 


Ne ro — C TRUDE {0.s : ) eZ , - 
“~— +++€and all good men ‘deserve” a~’” 


‘second chance. Like my dear pe 
Stephen, taken before his’ time. 


A FLASH OF LIGHTNING illuminates a portrait of the,. 


distinguished STEPHEN VANDERWORTH above the cece aca 
i GERTRUDE (0.S.) (CONT'D) 

| ——--Erom-the moment I received your: ----—~--—; 

! first letter, I knew: you weren't 
like’the rest. “ : 


ee pae 8 - GERTRUDE (CONT’D) 

“7 You came from nothing, and worked ‘ 

‘hard to‘get where youare, even if-—~" 

{ you made a few mistakes along the 

‘way. Not like those VULTURES "~~ 

“outside, who never had to work a 
“day in their lives. 


OUP OF 
PEOPLE POUND on the door. i. 


She spits the line out like vinegar. Outside, A GR 


as 
imremawmees: 


wo’ °°" RELATIVES (0.S.) 
<<”. MOM! GRANDMA! OPEN THE DOOR! YOU 
~3:.BASTARD! OPEN THE DOOR!!! 


nn ta 


$ 
y 


26 
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The man gives heft a hard pat on the back. ‘Once Nar he 
know$-exactty—witdt she needs. He gently strokes her Hand and 
push ailea liieeaer AND TESTAMENT’ papers towards 
” cs fe 
aa GERTRUDE 
ate “You ‘said that if I helped you get 
rape out of prison, that“you'd take care 
ig of me. And you havé. All of this \ 
meciCine, all of these machines... r 


Her bony finger’ points to a RADIATION MACHINE n rc hed. 


‘ 


GERTRUDE (CONT'D) ti 


i They're worthless. Sometimes I 
S think it’s the machines that killed 
“me. .“but you-- big done so much 


“fer me... shown me easures I 


A NEG? LPO: SMM? AED 


never enengne were pOSSIBTE- eae 
sea geopiee ES 
ANGLE, ‘ON? “THe man’s other hand f “fist” “cleriching. dearl 
put up with } ra tot in this rel £ ionship. iShe coughs; god_knows- 
what dinto her hand, then gras his. He jalmost p 
thinks, the better of it. Gertftlde takes ‘the papefs/ 


painkiller~induced daze. ' ‘ vo one: 


a Swern kM BOO 
——" 4 


~ GERTRUDE (CONT'D) sei 
: And that’s why you deserve what 
Dies _Stephen left for me. 


(beat ) 


ok “That's why you deserve everything. 2 | 

She starts to sign the will: creer Vander~~ buNistops 

abruptiy,—cou ing. The relatives-. pound-harder~or, the dogr. 
She continu ues | Signs Age but stqpe again, Pushing Wee Tse o 

ie om GERTRUDE {CONT’D) | 

“love BOteR: Lex Luthor. —“_=> 


He sn ches the-: will and KICK ieee dogs out of hik 
stand fap, majestic underneath) the: ‘portrait’ of “he: fY- 
husband. CLINK! His wedding band _Grops_ into, her false tee 
glass ‘and sinks. |. 

i a if 


INT. VANDERWORTH- ‘ESTATE - 


AY - SAME TIME 


The door opens. Relatives stand back, “aghast; as the man 
steps into the hall. He solemnly bows his head,~-almost ‘in 
regret. Instead, he pulls off A v WIG, revealing a Slick bald 
head. LIGHTNING” FLASHES , giving us our first good look at: 


27 


28 


29 


30 
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Just @s suave and sinister as sae’ es =i the 
a) tosses the wig to a little gi 
f ‘i LEX = 
Pa Xou_ can keep that.. 


“ _*, (to the others) 
“ The-rest is mine. -< 


LEX Li HOR ° 
Will 


With Y skip in his step, Lex es his way down 
signals t0-A- BEAUTIFUL MAID dk! dis 
containing—a. MODEL SHIP. The woman smiles, then . 
ales oh duster and joins him. This~is—-KEPE¥-RGWALES 

\ 
Lex si arts to whistle “SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL” a y the ~stunned 
relatives watch them walk away. The little girl fooks—dgwn at 
the wi, inher” hands and SCREAMS. . 


Yaa £y 


Si namin ere site ae mera ke ‘ ; UT TO: 
ik 
Ge asta CLARK'S ROOM: ~ PRE-DANE coe ——— 27 


CLARK} KENT’ $ EYES ‘open, out, at SMALL STARS?%3 

the ceiling’ -- stuck there a he -was P| wid. TARA 

at ay wagging its tail. 
ae 


CLARK . : 


Hey. boy. 
clark! Feaches _f for some victhes, and painfully tries. to sit up. 


INT. KENT HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - MOMENTS -LATER. | 6.28 


Clark escends~the staircase a PERE ee 
PHOTOS’ on a piéno: taking a bath as a baby, a bix Y party, 


working on e,farm, high school graduatiion. Noth’ of 
the ordin ~ Just the life of an all-american kid. 
EXT. — LATER on 


Clark approaches the cornfield and looks around. 
fallen into-disrepair -- machinery has rusted, am 
is over a ee He breathes in the morning air and 


runni ingens through igs ates -+ remembers ve 
a EXT. KENT FARM - DAY ao ee eh ceo FA wale 

\ \\ ” 
Clark. stands 0p i ‘but now the field is full of ta 


anenen 


a 


Clark yelis” "and" Gears. He sails over the stalks for a few 
feet and _atids, still sprinting. 


31 


32 


33 
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He leaps again, higher and farther this time, 1elging pnt 
feet £€rom where he left the ground. He runs even faster, 
close hi -“and LEAPS AGAIN -- launching throug e 
air, ‘ply—high, THEN LANDS. ass 
Beat. Clatks ‘Looks ' around. He’s not on the ground. He 


ON TOP“OFAN OLD GRAIN BIN. He turns, astonished,,rea rizing 
he’s #/half mite from the farm.” = 


v7 WOW: ~ ; Mantes dk waraetdel eee eS 


WOOSH!/Clark leaps back into the fielid,~now-runr 
he can barely be Seen. He leaps once -- twice -- a g 
the hduse as a springboard, Clark SOARS A HUNDRED/? NTO 
THE AIR,_ROCKETING TOWARDS THE BARN. = 


But it's coming up too fast. He covers his face and-SMASHES 


through the barn roof. ~ : 


FLASHBACK ="INT. BARN - CONTINUOUS 31 
ry re ; : 

Clarkitfalls | braciing for impact. But there is no He 

opens'his eyes, totally fine, except he’s HOVERI 

horizontally, “six inches above’ the ground. Amazed 

stands -and.DROPS AGAIN -- but still doesn’t™hit thé ground. 


Noticing that his glasses fell off, he squints -angd“teoks at 
the ground, and his vision CHANGES. -Clark sudden edi zes 
he's not_looking AT the ground, but THROUGH it. 


X-RAYPOV: Through layers of soil, he sees a smally 
underground STORAGE AREA, and inside is a strange\eqg aped 
object the size of a crib, covered by a tarp. } 


mreninead peer wef 


FLASHBACK ~ INT. BARN > UNDERGROU : os Pee Arenre se 2; 


Light pound ince the storage area as Clark opens t we doors. 
He cli aon a ladder and pulls back the tarp, yew ing a 
charr POD -- the ship he arrived in $2 (er) 


tt SL ae 
A STRANGE GLOW emanates from the pod. Drawn to it, a 
reaches inside, and removes an object: A_WHITE CRegiAt 
same one“that Jor-El placed in the ship long ago. if: gaycs 
to his”teuch; “glowing brighter. The light fills his/fdce/ He 
stand#/up, and a#\he does... {ce een wk 


ib te 
EXT. KENT FARM - CORNFIELD — PRESENT DAY ~~ ~ 


al 


— 


EE ‘acai 
...we’re.back in present day. Clark lets the dirt|ifalt fyvpm 


his fingers-and pats his hands. Dawn breaks, and 
THE MORNING SUN washes over his face. Os 


THUD. An oid baseball rolls to Clark’s feet. He“Lédks down to 
see THE DOG wagging its tail, ready to play. Clark picks up 


the bail, réaches back, and THROWS IT. 
~, Pie 2 
ea 


3 
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The dog starts to follow, then stops, realizing rower Fe 
saili through the air -- and not stopping. The dog 1 Sat * 


Clark, rae 
lar! 
‘ ‘CLARK ot fa 
, Sotry, boy. I'11 get you a new one. 
Bacay 7 fe 


INT. BARN - UNDERGROUND STORAGE AREA - CONTINUOUS 
.-eand walks own the small staircase. ulls 
tarp. His CHildhood ship is stiil Conepe though _ thi 
is no longer inside. He gazes at the ship, when sg 


DEeSPy, catches his attention: i ennar or anaes 


stacks OF “DATLY PLANET NEWSPAPERS. Years qworth, al 
to Martha Kent. Clark ‘sits on a. ag and ee 
copy. He sca 


stack, then sits on the edge of the pod "ee Starts 
We catch glimpses of the articles..Stories about™ c e, 
terrorism, ne weeds through them ificredibly fast 


Ae ee ; DISSOL TO: 
Most of the stack hae been ivan ~Glark« speed-ready facts 


copy until Ll: something catches his eye: 


ee 


mt 
This article-Stops Clark immediately, as/his eyes dart to: 


n ete pr are a panneerey 
¢ 7 ” + " 
\ “...by Lois Lane” 
He inhales Sharply, and as he reads, we hear the voic £: 


cepa TE LOIS LANE ; iV. 0.) 
” For five long years,’ the.world..RAS..-m 
1 stared tuto the sky,} waiting, 
\\ hoping, /}and praying for..his. return...... 
We have,'spent our days asking where 
Qohe-went, debated whyihe left, and 
Seeeadered if he’ Ss even alive... : 


' faantaionn 
MOMENTS LATER’ -. “clark takes the newspaper, dismayed. He 
closes ae storage area and walks away. 


i's 


38 


39 


RED SUN - Dougherty & Harris 1/12/05 FOURTH DRAFT 


. h LOIS (V.0O.) ; \ | 
:———peopie have always longed for gods, 
i ——-messtahs, and saviors to swoop down 
: _from the sky and deliver them from 

:. their.‘troubles. But in the end, 
"these saviors always leave, and we 

are faced with the same troubles 

that were there fram the beginning. 


aoe i 7 Neer peeve 


Q 


<QISSOLVE TO: 

Vs > 

Troubled, Clark jocks the barn and walks to the hese ith 

the dog following ‘close behind. 
aise LOIS (V.0.:) # 


3 


a 


— me, 


EXT. KENT FARM - ‘BARN - MOMENTS LATER~~— 


LRA a a RRR T tetas INE 


So, instead of facing them 
ourselves, we wait for the savior, .(¢@_) 
“"""¢6 réturn. But the savior nevert 
'—-———aipgs7 and we realizeiit was better 
t 


£ 
= 


had he ;never come at ‘all. : 
INT. KENT HOME“ KITCHEN - THAT EVENING. \.. 39 


seer? _ 


NEWS ANCHOR.(ON TV) onan 
In another night raid ofa city 
_...bank,.three police officers were 
killed and two injured when armed > 
men-- # 


ce TM TE re ar 


The channel changes to other news reports: tropagad 


drought;~a-high-rise fire. Clark. surns~it .ef-ane-puts down 


the remote. He’s sitting at the table, eating a 


cereal. The newSpaper with LOTS’S ARTICLE| sits fo rby. 
Things are-weighing heavily on his mind.” | Ni 
ae 


Fe 
_—-/;_ MARTHA (0.S.) 
eling, better? om 


a a 
é 


He snaps out..of a daze to see his mother standing 

carrying-a laundry basket -- a familiar blue and_ 

inside. -CTark jugt shrugs. 
vy, \ 


BN ol iain came 

i i; MARTHA (CONT'D) 

a You just needed a good night's * 
™~“ sleep; ,that’s all. . oy 


wore ated ont 


She places thé ‘laundry basket down and smiles. 
MARTHA (CONT’D) 
I washed it for you. 


~~ ‘Thanks, mom. 


Sets, 
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R f MARTHA | : ; | 
| 33 gone for so long, I was : 
y--—afreidithat... did you find what 
i qu weré looking for? 

Yo | cies 
ta ~(Shakes his heady S 


ie I thought -- hoped #- be alight oo 
still be... \ 
ee adie 


oe oo. MARTHA 
rs Your home? 


} 


: i} CLARK 
‘.. This..és’my home. That place... was 
ee “a “graveyard. 
She iieeae him on the pote Sean, RLOLOY 
and starts abutting on earrings. Srxiess ame AO 
cacao Co 
f § i 3 5 ; 
Well I 


z wh Birr ae re fback. Everyone . 
my wi 1 be; When are yay planning on , 
~~cheatting to micas sete Ne. ; 


Keewtonmere.caveaiin: 


wee” 


CLARK ‘5, se 
Actually, I was eninge “about 
_ w+ -Sticking around the farm. It 


..- Wouldn't take much time for me to ; 
repaint. the barn, plant the ft 
fields. ee + cance akwa gs eaactmamnsiaty 3 


: 


Martha ‘continues: gexkiny heres! eady.—— -puts..lipstick on. 
ii Pa ¢ it me 
, 2 MARTHA i 


Met about the girl you used to! 
rs ke? That reporter, Lois Lané? 
saa es me send all those 


—————westcards to? I have to admit, I 
got pretty good at signing your 
“ ri 
Be ea ee CLARK 
if All gos sea isa new “irrethe- ~ 
{! . wheat thrasher and she’s as goons as 
new. : | ee alae ey 


Af 


Time for some motherly advice. -Doneiitstnininen 


as wo 
oe i MARTHA ae beats te ee 
_- toy-kiiow, its gotten hard reading 
Re _ztie news lately. There’s: still so 
. <-uch suffering. 
“Sl hinting) 
“] (MORE) 


Yi 


+ + tt 
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MARTHA (CONT'D) 
But the world still needs... good 
reporters. 


earl knows what she’s getting at. 
oes aa its herd a for me to live my 
ee, life... keeping secrete. 
Vv 
She gently ly takes Clark's hand. ¢ can ~~ 
Lo pete MARTHA a 
°f Clark,jyour father and™“I~wanted-a~ 
! son so:.much, and our prayers were > 
2) answered when you landed on our 
aN doorstep. But we knew that if 
~~ ~anyone found out about... the 
coe oe you could do;:.they might 
take you away...or worsev It"was a” “~~ 
a secret ‘your father and I gladly 
; ~~ tived ‘with our whole glives E en 


popecwem mee oe oy 


i i : 


| CLARK i if 
A I just: ‘don't know if ire m that ‘gay 
, "anymore. I don’t even know ipl. 


__be welcomed back. ‘* * erernmtnnir nt 


Pie Clark. ‘Your father used co say that 
‘you were put here for a reason. And 


ie we a know, it’s not to work on a 


He sighs.—He. _knows she's right... Butbefore.Clark.can say a 


word, there” sa KNOCK at the door. 


2 i 
ty 


£ 
ca 


BEN (0.S. ) 


a a an 
pr te os 
K ‘: Gare ay 7, 
In here? 


BEN HUBBARD enters with a bouquet of flowers, kis 


on the/cheékT 
if Pi Yo ee cmwereniin eran nares wrecrentsrnn arnertn 


\ i} MARTHA (CONT'D) 
‘\ Ben, you remember my son; Clark> ~*~ 


yy o~ ot 


Ss 


Clark is. . Speéchtess. He awkwardly shakes. Ben’s ha: a. \ 


/, _ BEN Coe 
My, my. The last time I saw you, an 
you-were packin’ up for the big ee 


City: Ri lot skinnier too. Fly in 
the other night? 
cee “s. 
“ aA 


mE 


v 
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Clarkfiglances at oe What do I say? She Pee: as = 
| 


say 


era 
Pian i CLARK 
A Yeah a . : 
ee ee 


still) staring at her, Clark notices her dress a gs. 
! 


CLARK (CONT'D) 


7 Where are you going? “ro wm ee 
ue Ps icles on : : Par va ees Sed ee a 
iy “| MARTHA < ah 
i It's Wednesday night. Bingo night. : 
Woe CLARK a 7 
re _{realizing) on 
“You two... you’re....dating? sy 


Bee ae’ MARTHA tay ate ines, at atin 5 1 
i Clark, dear... No one’ will ever 
i replace; your father. ‘But, Ben and I 

i have found something ispecial. | ’ 

yy Together. And, well, ithis might.all 
\"“—com@“as a shock... Sago, oad 


pe Seemeeet ee ae 


Clark gives her a look: just level. with me. Beat™7 
Sm eee | MARTHA (CONT'D) 


ze ...I'mselling the farm. We’re moving 


4 to Montana. 
fi CLARK me | 
j ———"Montana? Winteoo ip ea 


ij oop ie iar 
Varn BEN 7 “3 : 
“The lakes are great, and your: : 


Mother sure loves fishing. 2770027 ve 


Ps ; AOR ORR Oe y : 
onan mall 
{CLARK : xk) 
She does? 


os 


Beat. (fark dite down at’ the table; trying to tak 
news, \absentmindediy touching his name carved in the wo 
aN at i 


A 
OP. 


MARTHA 
youve been gone for a while, 
Clark, and not even you can keep... 


the world from spinning. pint : 
She kisses hint on. the forehead and leaves with Ben. 
Y ee oe 
TN 
= 


40 


41 


42 


43 
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18. 


jalk more tomorrow. Don’t 
ee 
i 
EXT. ARCTIC oczan/~ DAY 
fe 


Wi? 
ste, OT 
ee 


raging ARCTIC STORM. rs. s 


THE BOW OF A’ SHIP crashes ak 
waves .: “It-rumbles by, and A NAY 
THE GERTRUDE. ItXs the huge VAND 


, ae 


INT. ZACHT - = asset - CONTINUOUS 
t 


waves. A pudgy man named GRANT is using D! 
out the” wifidow, searching an ee 7 


WIDER:: Revelling las more meni { ;BRUTUS and STANFORB; ford 
is at the tip ’s/éontrols. Brutus, the largest ahGg-n 

them, ‘is. puking” Phto a bucket: ‘Spotting” something 
Grant presses~-ari INTERCOM button, 


r GRANT (INTO™ “ENTERCOM) 
a... Mr..._Lu#hor? 


No answer. All hecan hear is “the OPERA: MUSIC blaring. ant 
looks at the =“ men. They JUSE-SBEUG An soins tein 


EXT. TRCHT = SERA. - MOMENTS -LATER— “ 42 
if . 

WIND AND RAIN ,batter Grant as the exits the bridge and—hehds 

down the staits, holding onto a railing.; He opens °a doo ‘ 

per e. 

INT. YACI IS CORRIDORS -— CONTINUOUS 43 

CAMCORDER POV: FOLLOWING GRANT through the .opule 

trying to.keep his balance while it rocks back and . THE 


MUSIC gets ee as he descends into the lower gq 


tiean toa 


in. eopdatgaha de akigententd 
THE ‘pEKSON BEHIND “THE CAMERA is covering évérything 
doing;; Annoyed, Gfant swipes at the camera, LENS 2. 


if Ss 
Nees GRANT i : 

~Get_ that thing out of my face.} . i 

REVEAL: Another “erew member”. A skiniy;"weasel g£ a man 


named RILEY. He checks to make sure the camera-%5.okay, and 
continues walking ithrough the ship, videotaping everything. 


44 
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INT. pYACHT ~ MAIN CABIN —- SAME TIME 7 | 44 
AN EkpeNcu souPee is placed atop a bald head. Ic is 
coming frem inside this room. 

. 


we \ e 
WIDER: Léx ‘hums to the opera and settles into his 
read. a’book.Beside him are more. books, half read hh 
and pages tagged, all on CRYSTALS or MINERALS. iig—des} 
littered with dozens of arti¢lés pertaining to PERNA 
the ‘discsvery’ of life on Kx it i 
High céilings,.. library, grand ‘Biano, even a G 

. rae " Aeneas outnenmiee reesestcnicteat 


KITTY. is at the bar, pouring drinks. The yacht 1éans +o’ the 


side;' and the martini glass slides off and shatters he 
grabs “another, then hears the CLOMP of ee oS 
San Seid KITTY = §{ 


. Your “friends” give ihe‘the-creapsT ~~ “ 
eae cee pea eee one a -E—) 


ison jis a creepy lace: Kitty, 
d one needs creepy “friends?” ’ in 

‘ pxder to survive. i i 

* Pd A ry 3 


i 
‘ 
a 


. KITTY 
© sonnee ANAK. 
PERE EE oa . ¥ 
Is this the reward for the greatest 
criminal mind of our time? For the ag 
| oom man-who patiently y CD DY nee meme rmninnner | 


: : am 
i Gertrude Vanderworth’s bedsidé i i 
° cpa her prunes, “reading her ; 
yuickens... . eh P: 
(disgusted) we, 
Z. washing her... .: - 
He pauses. A memory crosses his mind that can’t 
pena 


ia cy LEX (CONT“D) 
7 «.2all.so we could live in the kind 
i 
it 


of opulence a girl iixe-you only ~-- 
reads. about in magazines? Is this _ 
a the reward, eae a pe Awe - 
5 (picks up the drink) 
‘N\A iartini with one, withered, - 


“~etive? 
Kitty snatches the martini back. 
< “~., KITTY 
07 My name is Katherine. And that wig 


~..,.makes you look old. 
HN 
~~ 
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es; yours. Kitty. 
Ir | 
Kitty’ clu bes het hair, embarrassed. She walks Cz) 
th 


bar, almosin ‘knocked off her feet by the rocking > e’ship. 
ue Tare KITTY 9478 
So now that we’re out in the middle 
of nowhere, away from prying eyes, 


- -~@Goes.the oldest criminal -mind-of-———-—7< | 
“.--oormtime think I’m worthy of 
1 hearing. his plan? aaa a 


a | LEX # 
a Smal} doses for smal), minds. 
Kitty slams—eriother martini down -- FILLED with o: “ies < 


Sheed Fee aways 5 


. TE COON DY are Sp on eek 
[Cc OBHARK you, Kitty. Oe emmy goon = A 


fee She 


$4 


4 hoof oo grpry i a 
‘.  Eet me guess. Clubbing baby seals? , 
.\—Selting ice to Eskimos? oe 


Lex laughs a little, obviously: used to her sass. oRtS 
through files his.desk. Holds up A PHOTO. 


: : LEX : 
This is a satellite photo. What do : 
you see here? Lote se sme tie and 


fone eennenyn 


—» KITTY prom ina a mn a 
y A palm tree? ¢ bi t 
Oe, a - aed 
a ae. | NS 


P LEX a : 
ff ps palm tree? NO. This is ao» a 
<“satellite photo of an island. Palm i 


—“—~—"Igtand ff the coast of Dubai. It's %~ 
over 1600 square miles. The people 
_-WHO .BUILT IT call it the eighth 
wonder of the world.. That’s right. 
~~ T said, BUILT IT. They're in the 
/ middle‘of building Palm-IT~as-we 
speak. It will take nine years and 
% be twice the size, and“they’ve ~~" " 
.~_ already’ pre-sold the real estate at 
‘\_ 6ver five million an acre. i 
~~" (beat) Sa 
But what if I told you I could. 
build a:new island five hundred ae 
times the size... IN FIVE DAYS -- =" 
_which; I might add, is one day less 
“" than the greatest architect of all 
“7, time. 


f 
H 
\ 


45 


46 


6A 
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y i KITTY . ' | 
= teen oye Wright! 

Snes cama 
No._GOD. 
aac KITTY = -7"% . 
Sounds great, Lex. {But/ you're not 
God. oe 
: ama 8 reeeemensnteaanrane eure 
a SEX 
‘ Not yet. 
GRANT descends the spiral staircase, dripping we¢ 
ae een _ eae 
“ oe GRANT “ F 
’WeEound Something. ees ees 
EXT. YACHT - REAR DECK - MOMENTS LATER. 45 


: ; TS. ; i ietipt aoe 

Lex walks “onto the deck and logks into & distance. ins. 
: i 1 5 5 

a ‘Nf } LEK a } 
“oo DRA Ts’ incre: 


EXT. ARCTIC LANDSCAPE - LATER ~~. — é neg 46 
THE YACHT is-docked near an icy shore. Lex and hh cre : 


trudge across--the landscape. RILEY has his camco 


rder * 
documenting the journey. Stanford has a GEIGER COUNTER 
taking a radiation reading of themarea genre 


‘ 
' 


a: 


IT! DROP ANCHOR! = .—~ 


[pose of | SANFORD | err 
i Non“ionizing atmospheric radid 


_~ midlirems. 
a o i a Sem 

Lex neds: chenprz- they continue onward. * 
MOMENTS LATER... * 
They’ re“surrounded by icy structures. Grant sudd * 
and falis, landing hard in the qnow. The others. * 
contain their laughter. Grant stands up, bracing hf * 
against one of thé ice columns. He. suddenly .draws_i * 
away, Surprised. The column is different. :Taller,/s er. * 

See 5 ‘ 
Ron am GRANT L t * 
This ice... it’s warm. pore say bs 
ue Ex we aad * 
it’S not ice. It’s crystal. * 
They climb’ a crest and stop, staring at an unearthly * 
STRUCTURE ..on_the horizon. * 


~ 


i 


47 


48 


RED SUN - Dougherty & Harris 1/12/05 FOURTH DRAFT fas 
EXT. fORERESS OF SOLITUDE - LATER ‘ | 47 


macough Sespers ¢ wind and snow, THE STRUCTURE 
clearer. I i Be jsize of a cathedral, with crys 
architecture ‘reminiscent of Krypton. It is Supe 
FORTRESS’ OF SOLITUDE. Stanford approaches with the-Geiger 
counter. Riley lowers his camcorder, awestruck. es) 


RILEY : ras 


woman &: = aR REE Oe 


7 ot = Pees 
Lex removes his gaggles. He snaps his fingers” ari 
raiseg his camera! 


78 “ 


Ga cee! 
“You mfght think that. Most would. 
“Bat, no. He lived among.us. This is = 


more of, a monument... to a long 


“dead and extremely powerful... ow. we. 
: ___ Civilization. It’s where he learned 
wio he ‘was... and where he came for 
i guidangs F - : 

Hoo : f a8 


INT. FORTRESS OF SOLITUDE - MOMENTS LATER ~~... 


+ TRIN cree 


They cautiously enter the fortress, gawking. It‘’s/Composeéd of 
a large central chamber, with smaller adjoining 4 i 
Riley. continves-taping, Lex approaches a CRYSTAL 
the middle..of--the room, similar to the one in SupeFman’ 
ship..He runs histhands over the console like a concert 
pianist. It glows, and SHAFTS Of LiGHT. St iuninats\ the efitire 
fortress, as if the crystal columns were lit from \Wwithiny 


1 na eeeenemaentn stats som ain 
tT Me re Baan mares pte Ae ay 


Sa mm | 
A TALL, ADJOINING CHAMBER lights up, and its crysed 
retracts, revedling the sky above. Oddly,,:a large\se 
the floor.is-missing, like something 2 idk oaay brok 


x £ 
LA ee <u) 
What’s \that, his garage? 
ern LEX 


, __Xou're not so far off, Kitty. The 
“~~ leading theory is that he took off 7 
if in a fdkile attempt: to find™his™ ~~ 
i homewo d. 


aes Sp Reacts “ ie : y, 
Stanford-stifles ‘a LAUGH. Lex,looks at him, cross 
suspicious] ks at Stanford, then at Lex. 


fi LEX (CONT ’D) er oe 

If so, even he would have to rely 

ona craft of some kind, and I’11 

_-“bet-Gertrude’s last dollar -that’s 
“exactly what used to be there. 


_ 


ee 
~ 


a 
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KITTY — * 
Take off for his homeworld? 


rae Gis LEX tees 


va ~~ ™~tlooking at Stanferd 


Well..., we gave him a little pusn- 


a i y 
Lex turns away, ahnoyed, and starts walking delibe ei 
ee ee Area of the room, counting his cr) 
ae a ue 


a 
a cP Renee awe 


Lex zerses 2 hand to shush her. He takeg fewo nor S-6tep eps 


stops; turns. A ¢RYSTAL CONSOLE RISES fidam the groumi; in the 


Lex, what are you doing?” 


Neen anes etn eemenenee t 


AL GERRI ne oe 


center is the same WHITE CRYSTAL JOR-ELileft with 
the beginning. ~ / ik 
ema > ae 
He turns-to Kitty and grins: told you I” knew what T was 
doing. Lex turns back and waves:-his hand over thé*white 
crystal. The light shifts again, and a familiar, ice 
fills the-chamber, echoing: 
: JOR-EL ee z 
WelCOME, MY SOM... © wre ee re renames coe 
Jor-Bls— y.(image appears,;"bathetin-~a-shaft: of light. 
Kitty and the ee COne step back in fear‘-- Lex snap 
wy i 4 : 
/ JOR-EL (CONT'D) " 
Y / over the years I have instricted=: 
(intense iall the languages, arts, 


and sciences of Earth, as well as 
of your home world, Krypton. There 


77 8DeN0 doubt more questions to be 
J” asked... 
{f ie } K : Name, «ter atone. Sore a 
ik Can he] isee us? Sanh 
; a 


ae é é 
“.._No,Tt's just a recording. 
(amused) oat ee, YB 
It thinks I’m him. Seem 


Les es ee 
$ 


ie a ee ; We acs 
Lex WAVES his hand through the image, distorting the light. 


a 


i 


SL Thos 


+ 
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2 ji JOR-EL . 

~-——pere-thl this fortress of solitude, 

i.--——~we-shalll try to find the answers 
together. 


“Ue RITTY (0.8.) 
Jamaica. Malibu. Hondlulu. Sydney. 
Mmmumm--miami... : = 


The sound of Kitty mumbling to hersetéca she 
attention. He-lLooks at her, glaring. She’s shive 
mat 
+} KITTY (CONT’D) 
Lex, Im cold. 
aed LEX i 
Kitty, shut up and get comfortable. 
We're going to be heré féxa “while” 


met SE 
q 


soe aoe, 
So, my son. Speak. ; 


back to a holog 


on Mas 
be s 
ach ate canehetenaeeel 


He eagerly turnshis attention 


ai LEX ‘ 
Tell me everything. 


Lex gently taps-the large crystal that just emerged -- 
the SAME CRYSTAL. we saw Jor-El. place in Superman’'s..pod, 


the same one Clark found in the barn as a a 
“LEX (CONT“D) \c ; 


Pig 7 Ze 


, : : 
a9 EXT. METROPOLIS’ ESTABLISHING *~ DAY 


é 


Majestic’ skyscrapers fill the skylinesz@arS=mnd 


DAILY PLANET... 


. 


50 INT. CAB = DAY “~\ 


Bee cee weenie meen ne teen tessa termi 


We ride in the ba¢k seat of A TAXI CAB with..an..UNSE 


PASSENGER. The cab pulls to the curb. = 


7 CAB DRIVER 


50A EXT. CAB = MOMENTS LATER 50A 
THE TRUNK~opens , revealing TWO LARGE SUITCASES. 
~~ 


y 


+ + Ft 


* et \ et 


* 


50B 


51 
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INT. Darcy PLANET’ - BULLPEN - CONTINUOUS 


Haparkers: assistants, and copy boys scurry about 
phones. Televisions tuned to news coenete: A DEE} 
VOICE is heard™above the newsroom™ 


ge 
VOICE (0.8.) 
“This ig}about tradition! We have 
stand S to uphold! A sa a 
ee, to co Lite up to! 


WE FOLLOW ‘THE “Sorvcases THROUGH THE, BULLPEN, Cli 


LET ee 


knocking into a wall, then a desk. People try to. : 


soo ae Me 5 Sry em, eRe oe 


ebas VOICE (0.8.) (CONT’D| 
: This is) the Daily Planet and io: do 


Hi not pugh rinky-dink: tabloid cr i 
‘| Nor_wi/Yl we cater to:the lowes ¢ 
oe — common” denominator for the setke* ake “of. : 


-~—t™aktrig a buck! 


THE SUITCASES hitza desk and a CAMERA falls towa 
Rand by vw EN ~PHE-BLINK OF AN a the camera is ca tow one 
an Yogi meee wees emesis Ss cP 


os} 
6 
CLARK KENT. Now wearing Minseag: and -a--stibt..He-apo 
puts the camera a_ back on the desk, which belongs ty 


oo 


a pee 
I YY FIMMY iH 
1 Peete , carefu-- ? 


up at<C] 


JIMMY oxox asa 20s, clean-cut sncehaaies 


JIMMY (CONT’D) 


Mister Clark! 
oO an ane, (B@ALIzeS) f 
Pe a: mea Ee ee Mister Kent! _ nner mm areeien em nome NOS 
is ; 
qe “ pgs 


Hi Jimp-- we i! 
ee 2 i 
~ JIMMY fe 
OH WOW! Oh my God. Welcome back}... 
Hey, come with me! No, wait?T“Dor't 
movel~Stay here! a 
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Jimmy, bolts off, leaving Clark standing there, ek 


le further into the bullpen an Ss 
ing to find someone in particu 
rip over his suitcases. 


reporters iia 


re aN, Hi 
sd Be 


ZA "CLARK 
a ee guys. oS 
i (re: suitcase) - 
Still looking for a place to live. . 


77 Ifyou know of i oe 


ae 
They walk away, ahnoyed. It’s as if Clark isn't even there. 


He glances around. Everything is familiar, yet dj ent. A 
nostalgic smile creeps across his face. a 
“ a 
0 a JIMMY iz 


Behind rote Mister Kent? Ses ae A 
Jimmy, hands™ ‘Clarl sek a plate covered" in Toul.” - Co) 
mf fob ony (CONT'D) : 


t 


Here. “4 made it myself. 


eee 


ed ee 
Clark pecia ‘pack: “ foil, revealing a CmRES But The frdsting 
has been smeared by grubby fingers. Slices dug~‘o c 


letters now read WE OM ACK LARK”. 


JIMMY (CONT’D) 


“Oh, i: guess the gener: “our aoe : 
hungry... ; ei meiawe smn een —-cter 
: eee CLARK : Soe ospsoetenemns pega, me : | 
Ko) 


TE Aboks..« delicious. ; 
PERRY (0.S.) a 

ra Apex: : cassie 

The BURLY VOICE hs revealed to be PERRY WHITE.~ 
early sixties, and clearly not happy. 


me, 


v= PERRY «(CONT ’D) 
7 “Where.are those photos from_ the 
f Z 66th Street birthday Glown’-"°~"~ ° 
| ies fis Soe 
Ine ee, JIMMY 
bs __ Right away, Chief. 
(points to Clark) cf aw 
Hey, look who it is! See tamale 


a 
277} PERRY 
_Kent? & 
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p CLARK - | 
| —~Bey; Chief. Thanks for giving me my 
ee ein ae ES 
oot le} PERRY 
-".- Don't.thank me. Thank Blaine Howard 
for dying! oo ts 
= JIMMY 47 SG 
wo" Te was his time... 0 Sree ; 
Well I | Ho appreciate it, Ch-- iF 
| 
ee DERRY 
(slamming his door) 
And’don't call me Chief! 


fot aie Mpa 


Jimmy reaches for. one of cles’ s eniteate.._——) 
i i 
Sere, ae | if 


Come on, let’s get you set up 
THUD! .Jimmy"is nearly yanked to the fpr “by the guitdeage’s 


weight. He has-to drag it using both arms. Clark Starts to 
walk toward the cluster of reporter desks. 


se meee 1 JIMMY (CONT'D) 
- Mister Kent? 
Clark turns. Jimmy is potioning towerd-the-other\ gd [ine 
room.. Confused, Clark follows. : ’ 
pte nace cr ani ancora i Samoan 


 ¢ JIMMY (CONT'D) | + 
So wow, you sure aré lucky. Hitting 


, the open’ road, hitchhiking aopnd 


7 Ahe wordd like that. I can’ s 
wnt heer|all about the Peruvian ad 
"II ama todeo. casa 


- __. Llama-rodeo? 7 
Pe "\\ ; Pe eee se as th es 
They come to a small desk. Jimmy sets the suitcass—do 
Vi 1 se aaas oe 


tM gina 
Le ! 4 


. wf JIMMY : 7 
‘, “~~¥Yeah;,” the one you wrote about cin 
~.,your-postcard. I read all of them. 
CLARK Per * of 

Oh, (xcight. nianaarns 


as, 


La ee = SEM. 
i wHey, gotta run. I'11 check on you 
“s.cin a bit, okay? 


eed 
SI 


* 


* 


+ Ot 


* t+ 


52 


53 
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F ; CLARK. 
i do you know where I can 
But Sie as ¢ already gone. 


as a 
CLARK (CoN: 'D) 
..-Lois? 


oe 


Clark sighs, looks at his desk:~It’s“covered~by” 
nevepepes “that Nee fallen from a a pile on the d 2 desk. 


He picks up the hpers. and leans over to place thf 
the stack. That’s/when he notices A WOMAN on the 7 

almost, completely obscured by piles of papers, 
other strange 3 items. This is ats He smiles. 


i Looking a around, he spots 3. TANTTOR" S.. ae aoe 
. DATE came i . JANITOR'S Closer : 
if 323 
Clark! steps. insid and shuts the door. He.sets a 
on the £toof, and the other on a small tabte. Fligs itXo 
items resting on BLUE FABRIC, then.picks up thé 
A PHOTO of his mother and father, the Kents -- ff 


He opens one of his suitcases, “then” “tmmedfately piams 
Inside are several business suits. He rémoves book® and other 
revealing- what—was underneath: 


A LARGE RED s, embossed against a yellow diamond. - 
SUPERMAN UNIFORM, , cleaned and neatly. folded-by ~ha . He 
gently touches the symbol, now just a reminder of 


shat tfred-hones Discouraged, rena ‘shuts, t tie ett ecase 2 bs 
et gl Ea 
ft PERRY (0.5.) i = 


Olsen, where’s Lois? 


4 
eA [as JIMMY (0.S.) 
e's ght there, Chief. 


Clark’s eyes—widen. She’s here. He takes a deep 


a eg ga himselt. Beat. He walks back into the o Fick 


ae, emma sree arom oA 


INT ‘penx PLANET\~— BULLPEN - CONTINUOUS” 


Clark leis brisk}y into the bullpen, “but | “Lois. is/ 
nowhere to_be-séen. Confused, he notices: Jimmy a ai are 
watch ingssome bing on a TV screen. ee 

i JIMMY Ne oS or a, a 
“see? She’s in front of the guy ETOmM 37a, 


eat 
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ON THE TV is A a VIDEO FEED of a press ae ale 


place: dr=b6 oeing 777 in mid-flight. Spunk 
REPRESENTATI IBBIE-FAYE is at the front of . 
a ae sae! BOBBIE-FAYE (ON TV) 


«».in Ahe past, the space shuttle 

needéd twelve million pounds of 

thrust just in its :initial launch 

phase. By piggy~backing The ‘ 


} Explorer on this Boeing: fe atin 


A HAND “shoots up},\nearly blocking the-sereerns—~ Ae 
7 
o i) pomateeave (CONT'D) 


OA 


Yes?” 


rs 


A WOMAN stands up. A little more mature than the Da ime we 


saw her, but just as beautiful and spunky as” ever<“Cla 
stares at her, transfixed: 2 nn (OD 
TTT" hors (ON fy) | 
Lois Lane, Daily Planet. Is ‘pdiggy- 
cas official NASA terminology? 


. Se 
meet oe BOBBIE-FAYE (ON Tv) ee 
(annoyed) vy, 
pe, sete Lane. It is. 
- 6. semen LOIS (ON TV) 


‘(rapid- -fire 
You also stated that the Explorer... .- 
will save her thay millions, but : 
: Sale it true that the cost: of BEB error, | 
& development was nine-hundred =: 
million dollars overbudget, and: - 
that the per-unit cost of each : ae 


vy erate is almost double that.of the. 
ra origina shuttle?: 


: BOBBIE-FAYE (ON TV) 
_ Why don’t we save those questions 
: for our post-launch briefing? How 
Temes ea Miss Lane? j 


Perry ‘smiles proudly. 
os ] 


Nu PERRY 
“.. “That‘s my girl. 


» CLARK ced 
Jimmy,-’what is this? 


eet 


a! ened 
‘I 


54 
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——e7s-the first dual-craft jaunch. of 

a Spare shuttle using on-board SRBs 

; “instead of external fuel tanks. ‘ 
r off Clark's look) 


ae “they” re going to Taupee it off the 
; baék of a jet. 
SS CLARK °* : 


_Sounds dangerous. =~ 


et ts, *. 


PERRY 
Olsen,:iI can’t hear her. 
up! ie 


Turn it PE 


Jimmy | grabs™ the “remote and tries to turn it up, 
Sci nentakiy- changes the channel to a live — : 


ep een eer 


$ JIMMY ae rye ee ss 
__ Sorry, sorry! . - { ii 


As he tries to switch it back, Clark spots MGNI 
wanders | overs Jimmy notices. : : ; 


5 


wes 
INT. DAILY. PLANET - BULLPEN - LoIs’ DESK aan 


Her desk is cluttered with books, ‘files, and ni 
pecees -On- p bap et the mess, Seer finds AN INVIMATI 


Clark. beams- ith: happiness for-her:~stte’ matty getting 
one. ‘He looks up to notice some framed photos: 
parents; her sister; Lois with a HANDSOME YOUNG i 
with a LITTLE BOY; Lois with the handsome young an AND the 
ater le boxe Clark pauses. Who are theyi2.=—= 3 


te cmaitntepat acest 


her 


wot 


drawings. All addressed “To Mom”. Gonsused; he gr 
precy elena closer at Lois and these two str 


TIMMY oy a neeerengeergnss Xe 
ie He ios a lot older now. Kids grow — 
ie up so fast. 


ove free ee er ers 


oo, 
ese oer 


Jimmy appears” over Clark’s seeataee: 
“ 


JIMMY (CONT'D) |...” 
He’s even starting to look ‘Vike his 
mother. Already takes after her Peed 
_-b00,. especially when it comes to 
“ getting into trouble. 


54° 
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CLARK ' | 
er? Saha 


f t 
peat.!'simmy' sees !t1ark’s confused look, and oe 


Pe a “ft 


c 4 


i ae ee JIMMY 
ae eo Oh gee. Oh no. You've been gone. 
E You didn’t hear thd news-- 
Shean, Re : 
Clark shakes his head. Seinen hmmm | 
\\ JIMMY (CONT'D) 
a Fearles$ reporter Lois Lane is a 3 
a mommy . / / 
5 ene oe va 
Every muscle in’Clark’s body $tiffens. He CRACKS ‘ 


| C SUNN on ge, mes nemeree, 
: eee we DOLLY 2, 
é 


pe oe Juumy ce 


i roe : i 
i Don’t worry, she has:plenty. But. 
(>t /m_supprised she never told you. ; 


CLARK : 


I haven't really beén-reachable.. ~~” 
; Wait. She's married? 
te, ceglhader tase _ STMMy 


Yup. Weil, no. Not really. More 

like a prolonged engagement. ~But=— ~~~ 

don’t ask Miss Lane when they’re : 
“> EHF ng the knot. f eonermennacerns ot nant, nema ar 


Jif _o (whispers ) te be — 
She-Mates that question. et \ 
on : 


Coes LOIS .(0.S., ON TW 

A htsj launch is as pivotal as you gel 
claim, hy is it only being covered = 
by one news network? 


oer sm 


~ 


Clark sets the photo down, obviously bothered. 


/ f \ pane 1 Nemeeenmnanes secraenerin wim mane 


You alright? You look like you 
could wise a drink. :, 
eee a 
eg CLARK 
It’s almost noon, Jimmy. 


Pe meee ae 


Es) 


56 
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JIMMY | 
———— youre right. S 


ny 


wens y 


at) 
 Bimosti lunch hour. We better bunry. 
sais 3 


oe: i ts CUT TO: 
THE SPACE SHUTTLE, Roaring Shesugh a bright ae “ 
attached to. the back of a BORING 777 JET. 
ara BOBBIE-FAYE.(V.0.) _ ____| |/ 
Now, when we hit forty-thousan 
feet, Ithe shuttle will detach, 


ascen and then fire the first of 
two propellent systems: the liquid 


fuel boosters. r 
The shuttle does ,exactly as described, “but the mg and 
detail seem odd. /Puzzy. Almost ike a bad visua 
A WOMAN” suddenly: [steps in front the image, and we BACK 
to reveal that we re actually; in: 
INT. JET - “PRESS. CABIN — SAME TIME 55 


.-.and this. is just AN ANIMATED.VERSION OF THE Jj hi on 
a large screen behind spunky NASA Representative 
Faye. The. peetee tr otten continues as she excited exphalins: 


: BOBBIE-FAYE 
Then, when the shuttiereaches the - — 
stratosphere, the orbital insertion 
_ boosters will fire,! rocketing. the" "~~ | 
h craft,into orbit and leaving behind 
x sort of ‘magical rainbow’ trail. : 
wi, - 


a i rs , hu LOIS ee eisase J 
a rl {e $s out) ca 
“R magigal rainbow? Pace Sra 


ote, BOBBIE~FAYE 
“It! Ss “a euphemism, Miss Lane. 


a 


ae 3 Nee = tome pipeaet ores 
if \ pors 


if Right. pe course. oo. re 


Lois tries_not- £6 laugh, chenseite back “and looks 
window,\staring’ at the passing clouds. We half ex : 
Superman to come flying by. But not this | time. PU ACK |from 
Lois’ window, fonelty revealing... 


EXT. SKY - _ SAN OME 56 


--.THE REAL “JET roaring through the clouds, and THE SLEEK 
SHUTTLE- ‘perched on top. TWO F-22 FIGHTER JETS follow. 
— =~ 
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57 INT. METROPOLIS B. , ACE O’CLUBS - LATER | 57 


Clark: ‘gna Jimmy step into a spacious mid-town ba 
empty, except for ja Japanese business man passed 
stool and BO THE BARTENDER reading the paper. The < 


een - a 
Just water, please. Flat. 


Jimny gives. him-a strange look. “SO does” nd e 
knows heartache: when he sees its. 4 


ON annem 5 


it Bo 


You suré? 
Clark nods. “While Bo pours, clark notices the cca 


to the shuttle launch. 


wee we ee > )~)6 CLARK , = caidas a 
~ o-Actually... make that a beer. - f 
Please. / 


vt 
pense! 7 | S 7 
re. BO ae : ‘ Z 
“anything else? ee an SD ‘\ 
C ; Sa 
(Looks at the TV) 
“Yeah. ~Isn’ t there a game on? 
Bo grabs a pence: changes the: channel | to the oa 
CLARK (CONT: D) i < 


Ri hanks. ; Vy ence 
af “ BO ' 
“No ‘problem. es 


of. (then) no v 
The ~sual Jimmy? ; 


Jimmy engercy.. nods and Bo pours a shot of whiskey. 


58 INT. VANDERWORTH ‘MANSION - acon - AFTERNOON : 58 
{f NY x iv oct saci econ eieremevice) 
ONE off GERTRUDE 'S; DOGS is curled in a corner, sle 
stripped of its diamonds and gounte Ite piace Pe 
hearing. something. : 
Notte ot “4 4 
ANGLE ON? ~-PHE-FRONT DOORS. AN ALARM PANEL: beeps oF 
and deadbolts click. The dog growls. THE DOORS SWI Ny. 
Lex marches through the hall, flanked by Kitty amd his mén. 
She’s pcornee: with a huge fur coat and layers "of. jewelry. 


-—, 
a Pal 


eee oRrrry 
me “Ack. This place is so tacky. Lex, 
. “Wy are we back here? 
: = 
* 


59 


60 


61 
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t 
4 
j 
4 
‘ 


Lex slams the bedroom doors open. 
INT. VANDER NONE ‘ESTATE ~- GERTRUDE’S ROOM - CONTI 


Lex snaps “and ‘péints to Gertrude’s RADIATION THERA 
His men rush ‘to dismantle it. :Lex.and_Kitty.walk.o 


ia 


me “Hey, -weren’t there ttorof those?” 


oe OE 
-was”~based on eantourarinG the — 


as 


Kitty spots Géftrude’s dog, chéwing on a small 


‘of one'lof the most advanced 


KITTY (fs 


ree, 
te mene oras 


~ growth of crystals. 


KITTY 


' civilizations to ever exist. 


- Sounds like hocus-pocus to me. 


See ae 


LEX . 


Of course. To a primitive mind, 


| p—oshtfitiently advancedtechne 


BOOM. Lex-opens a BASEMENT door and des the 
mee espends 


INT. VANDERWORTH-ESTATE - BASEMENT - CONTINUOUS rk 


They tech the bottom of the stairs. We can’t see%t 
but the echo indicates that it’s large... 2. 1 my 


indfgpinguishable from magic. | 


ae 


* 


SN, 


ii 
LEX 


.-Gities. Vehicles. Weapons. Entire 


ee em All grown. 
Bees ae 


PRP aivty/while you were doing your 
“iI was unlocking the secrets 


A ret Ae 


59 
HINE. 
60 
§ 
7 i | 
? 4 
any i 
iggy its 
o) 
saircase. 
61 


" e 


ee 


LEX (CONT“D) , 


“To think, one could create a new 
world with such a simple, little;.. 
ae ae 


Leese: 


Lex removes the CRYSTAL from his pocket -- the same LONG 
WHITE fol ‘we Saw in the beginning, and in the fortress. 
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Ua 
<= 


35. 


\——tes-1 e a seed. ALL it needs is. 


waters. - and maybe a little 
i /tadiation, 


an 


eee "ogrery 
a Like Sea Monkeys. “~ ‘ 
i fd \ 
258 LEX Le S 
ae -¢sighs) LOANeR ee ere 
“io “Bxactl Kitty. Like Monkeys. i G ie 
4 “ee. ~wh 7 
x sprns the LIGHTS on, revealing a sprawling MODES TRAIN 
Set tted with tiny people and cities. Even plane ad jets 
circle’ above: ,Suspended by wires. Kitty eg 
62 INT. VANDERWORTH ESTATE - BASEMENT - LATER 62 


CLOSE:.ON: A (SMALL: CHURCH on the rain. set,.. Kitty 
manicured nails reach into frame, positioning sm e on 


the church BrEDe creating a small WEDDING PARTY. 
rj ‘ i 
a ; / Krrry if i ( 
ye ee ~~(mumb1ling) : et 
Misten aire svbex Luthor... give: you, “rrenrnnn 


Katherine Kowalski... everything... © Gl 


ON THE--OTHER--SIDE: OF THE ROOM 


GRANT: is hunched over a workbench, with a stone-c ct tool 
positioned over the CRYSTAL. Hee EEpeEWE ACS: clos 
oe aT LEX : i  oaacaa a | eves otc 


¥ Careful eters 


tf te 
WHACK! Grant’ ‘CHIPS OFF a tiny SLIVER ote iche he crystal - Lex 


carefulzy, #icks it up and turns to the“tes} be cx th Mc d SRY 
radiation-machine | is awkwardly positioned over a es 


imone 


STANFORD 
--Shets ready. How Boe you want it? 


See ee — 


ir {what was the nieve! of Paavation in’ 

\ { the ardtic? 

Se  SPANFORD «+ 
Three’ “hundred millirems. 


ee 


é vee 
f fe Ae seam 


Well,-we don't really have very 
much room here, do we? Set it to 
Lar “three. v 


aie 


Stanford<adjusts the controls. The machine emits a DEEP HUM. 


~. fi 
“> my 
Greet 
a t 
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# KITTY 
gna how many millirems did you use 
for Mirs.| Vanderworth? == 


y_-° Bad Kitty. 


He turns away. a 
ce oS LEX (CONT’D” (CONT’D]~ 
“, There. are many different .kinds of 
‘ radiation, like the kind in the 
i Arctic,; where Superman built his 
22 Fortress. And thanks to Stanford's 
 s.._ tinkering, we‘re going to. reproduce 


Ma a little of it, right here. 


Lex holds the SLIVER of crystal over the lake? 
Cera 
But it's so small. 


enery CR SM Te 


ey LEX 4 
ats ‘It! ‘S not the size that matters. ~ one 


“.. It’s “how you use it. 


KITTY 
rane stili-using that line? 


LEX Z 
Funny. Le Nearaama tame cmee 0 camara, 
(to Riley) : 


i Aré&you getting thisPenr, ; 


3 


i= 

u oe a 
Riley aims his camera, gives the thumbs up. The rq 
machine BEEPS. Stanford nods to Lex. Lex drops thé ;sliver 
into the” lake andysteps back as if. somthiiy huge? 
happen. A~iong—be =beat. 


KITTY 
po Wow. That's somethin’, Lex. 


ave etm, 4 


DP “~ LEX a eee RRR EL 
a Wait for it... * 


still ‘nothing. Bored, Kitty sighs and wanders baq/ 
the modé—chuzch, and her miniature wean: Lex gf 
ge 


ee, gen 


LEX. (CONT'D) ash 
Alright. Riley, shut off the Bae 
camera. . ail 
RILEY 


getting it! 
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i LEX \ | 


ere off the damn camera! 
| eee Sepineect, | 
} KITTY ES 


n _(pipying with model) 


a - For ‘Yigher, for poorer, to love and 
- to cherish... Til death do us part-- — 
gies” “turns the camera off, and- the train set lig uwddenly 


FLICKER and DIE. So do the lights.above~ Everyone an 


“\\ RILEY 


“na 
rca 


I think!|I did something wrong. ; 


it fi - 
ie ay LEX 
* Ro <7 hat wasn't you. 


IN THE MODEL LAKE, a REACTION BEGINS? thetrysta’ R to 
GLOW. The water BUBBLES, covered by a, a ayer —- 


63 INT. VANDERWORTH™ BIATE - HALLWAY 
The haliway’ ‘Lighed DIE. 7 


64 INT. METROPOLIS-BAR, ACE O'CLUBS - ‘SAME’ TINE” + ( 64 


Clark sits in front of twelve edits beer Hovtles 
buzzed...Jimmy,--however, has two bottles in front hi nd 
can barely hold. his head up. 


,_ JIMMY nen ange + 
Clark's }been on vacation ‘for | ‘a few : 


_ pe pikes 


i, i eee Traveled the yaad HOB BW nnn ii 

Llamas." ty ‘ i 

a“ ra - 5 : 

"oh ye ahp coming back must be-tenth: A 

pnd ae ‘CLARK 

Coming back? 

Poa . BO ; 

iy To oy nae eee. 


CLARK 
“Yeah. well, you know.’ “Things 
Xe Changs / I mean, of course things 
wu changé, but... sometimes things: 
that you never thought could - ee 
change. Look at Lois! I never----" 


thought’ she’ d... settle down... 


wt 
ee 


Be ok 


65 


66 


68 
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Before Jimm 
phone. Dead 


f 


, Pas 


if 
ie 


iy 


Clark: towers} his. passes and turns around. He ca@ 


X-RAY» Povr-outside, cars slow-to a-stop, some b 


other. 
}—— 


H H 


4 


cues banks, soe his eyes, gets his vision b 
cnet 


jeottee tty 


That’ S: ‘weird. Must be a blackout. 


JIMMY 


ask me -- ‘cause she'll 
it -- but I think she’s 


at 


still jin love with you~-know-who... 


~ 


wy 


owed 


‘sure. 


CLARK 


BO 


\ i 


Pere Ore AMRIT CA 


exo 


Sencar 


nt 


ASP RRRTOORD FOr AONE: 


EXT. METROPOLES~STREETS - SAME TIME 


Skysctapers. and. ‘traffic Lights. flicker off. THE 
GLOBE _ Stops apinneng: ; 


INT. pAIEY-POAE lo BULLPEN - MOMENTS LATER 


y 


The blackout wits. A eodiestive groan echbes. 


y: : 
INT. suOtpLe - COOKPIT - SAMETIME | =< 

| 
A crew of FOUR ASTRONAUTS are strapped into eet: 
ee mae couneown until BOOSTER IGNITION: one 


C 


N NS 


“ 


. SHUTTLE 
anise boos: 
is at T-Minus one minute and we are 
prepping to ctaengeye ace cao eas 


"\reeeerenneneensotn ip 
py’ that, Explorer. All other ! 
indications for yeu hydraulic — 
system jare—— 


wen, 


ele ea ae 


COMMANDER | 


MISSION CONTROL (ON) RADIO) 


THE RADIO GOE§ P| STATIC. 


ms 
a 
oo. 


tn 


< 


“Mi 


ware 


SHUTTLE COMMANDER 


ssi ion Control? Come in, over. 


oa 


eed} 
oe 


u 


os earn ae cs 


*, 


Meer 


Denim sees 


Sw, 


a 


ame 


can answer, THE*. “POWER oat Bo a= e 
“He looks at his CEL&-PH ad 


“@ | 65 


er 


” 


—" 


69 


70 


71 


72 
73 
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Just fore static, The astronauts exchange ae 0 

INT. GET-="PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME SES 69 
fo BOBBIE-PAYE 


fe -.-including the possibility of 


commercial space travel-~ 


aa 
THE LIGHTS.FLICKER AND GO OUT. The engine dies. 
DROPS. SUDDENLY, POWER IS RESTORED ‘just as ‘qateK 
faded.” The’ ‘plane levels. Bobbie Faye’s animated 
continues. Lois’ and the others exchangé nérvous” 


INT. SHUTTLE - COCKPIT - SAME TIME 70 
: a et emer ¥ 
The astronauts breathe a sigh ‘of relief. 


ms 
cee etanseet 


INT. JET ~- COCKPIT ~ SAME TIME oe, © 71 
The pilots -check their readings, baffled put 2 rel qued: 
H 


‘ 


OMITTED eS : 72 ° 
INT. METROPOLIS ‘BAR, ACE O'CLUBS - SAME“TIME: \ 73 


THE TV turns on. Power is restored. Fifteen empty 
in front of Clark, but it’s not even showing. Ji 
third! epee through a straw. 


When you said Lois was still“in™ “"""*\— 
—-.leve_with you-know-who, who. = XO ae = ne 
nent c ri + ‘ 
Jimmy turns’ to’ “him and smiles ide. as if: ‘ha kno who O ark 


really iss,” but then we Zeelize he’s _Baybe_just 3 Fe drunk: 


ee JIMMY 
Did you! know I haven't had a 
oe published in two months? 


oro amen 
“ 


a CLARK 

if No, I ‘didn’ 't. Did you: mean. er that. ... 
fy 

MO neces? 


ee 


JIMMY sa 
I don’t’ remember saying that.” You" 
ne es -be; ;drunk, Clark. 


ger ae * chaRK 
< Retually, I’ve always had a pretty 
ie “high torerance . 


~~ 
| 


se 


74 


75 
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INT. WANDERWORTH ESTATE - BASEMENT - SAME TIME | 74 


| i 

Riley/s-camera—turns back on. Power is restored train 
set. Bveryone looks around, confused, but Lex c 

staring at the. small lake, waiting... 


Ane. en ye . 
That’s it? f < 


p ~. LEX ree 
_. Nope. Are you -getting.this? 


With shaky hands, Riley aims the camera, as the EM 


starts to RUMBLE./It begins small, but quickly GRO Q 
intensity. Everyone steps back as CRACKS begin {© form)}in the 
model BANDSCAPE. : y ae 


Throughout the train set, model cities and building 
apart. A bridge collapses. Kitty.’s..wedding. partyCis crus 
by the church steeple. Trainsicrash. The tracks & 
through the. ‘Tandscape. Buildings ope een pete glass. Overhead 
lights explode. A: PIPE bursts, ispraying water. 


é 
BOOM! The sound of something smashing-dhtd-the dxbund $ 

quickly.followed by a CRACK in the flddr“that travels up the 
wall and through the ceiling. Lex watches, amaze” 


INT. SHUTTLE..COCKPIT - SAME TIME 


MISSION CONTROL (ON RADIO) —* 
Explorer, not sure what JUS tei noon 
happened, but it looks like we're 


Pee going: to have to scrub-the teuncho———; » 
Ooi - SHUTTLE COMMANDER ° 


Cal ” 
-Roger that. Resetting couplings: and 
/ ,@borting booster ignition. =. = 


a“ ; 


Astronaut #2 opens a panel, flips switches. 


eee - ASTRONAUT #2 
“Sir, couplings are not responding. 
oe nae @ Nae icoee gett neeenccmiale 
if \\ SHUTTLE COMMANDER 
{ Booster iignition? 7 b 


yr wee rs qeemicess teas 


j a 
Se ASTRONAUT #3 
.._No_ response. 


a 


weet rae 
CLOSE ON: the countdown. The boosters’ are™6rily 
firing. The astronauts are horrified. : 


ee ven i 


ce) <7} SHUTTLE COMMANDER 
co .°Mission Control, can you do a 
~~. remote override? ‘ 
tie 
ms] 


u 


79 


80 


81 


82 


83 


~4 


85 
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INT. MISSION sail : 79 
A tec icia 1és. Shakes his head, concerned. 

\ 7 ; 


as } 
“0 = | FLIGHT DIRECTOR 


ne re Negative, Explorer. Override not 
i/ responding. ra 
‘ 

_ EXT. SHUTTLE.- SAME TIME Lo. 80 
THE BOgETERS ‘rumble and shake, emitting smoke. y 
INT. oer - PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME 81 
BobbiexPaye_continues, trying to stay as upbeat & as 
possible, but her voice is tinged with a hint ofa : 

‘ - BOBBIE-FAYE zs 

{—-—-Now,--if': you look out the.righ pide fog sd 

| you’ 11 be able to see the shu ; ; 

Vi climb imto the stratosphere.. Anh if ie 

(\ you're jlucky, you may hear th 

ee faint. PP of the sonic boom—- ;' 

t ert Ne = 

BOOM! Thie-cabie is rattled by a deafening exp explosio \. king 
it’s the sonic boom, all the reporters applaud? OTS 
EXT. SHUTTLE ~~ “SAME TIME 82° 


jet's aratls BOTH GRAFTS begin to rocket™through™ 


a SPE CABIN ~ SAME zine ey i pred I. 83 
Lois and the” others feel the see rattle ead lurch tf orwart 
Bobbie-Faye.is thrown to the Floor. Peo i 
their ats as thdy’re hit by pounding- "ys 
the b “the sound of buckling metal are 


INT. JET ~ cocker? - SAME TIME 


Ped . 


THE ATRSPEED- INDICATOR rockets. 


THE PRIMARY BOOSTERS HAVE FIRED. The blast mame the 


ri Meee cos comes | en geenepseme rerreaste ins omeere) 
if \\ PILOT (INTO RADIO) 
\ May day; may day... ‘boosters here 
fired.and we are not.disengaged! I 
Qhereat, we are not disengaged! i 


ahiace, < awe 


INT. MISSION CONTROL - SAME TIME es — 


Fo cee rn pe pem 


85 


The staff scrambles. It’s mayhem. Behind them, “-aacpontrens 
don’t wate ‘a Single second: 


86 


87 


88 


89 


90 
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TV REPORTER 
posing to you live from Cape 


INT. “METROPOLIS: BAR, ‘ACE O’CLUBS - SAME TIME 


on the” Tv ' the” “game: is suddenly interrupted by @ 
Clark and Jimmy perk to attention. 


INT. ‘DATLY_ PLANET - BULLPEN - “SAME “TIME _ 7 ; 87 
ae 
ur 
ONE BY ONE, TVs ‘all around the bullpen are inteEdxdgpked 7 
ad 3h 
ty ii 
i py #1 
YR. __o.-dnterrupt the ‘regularly 
“. scheduled program-— 
aww ; , eae 
er This..just in... ; poems Cae) 
‘aa | 7 TV #3 


t! : is 
i j.\.-the?inaugural flight of the, 

s ‘Shuttle Explorer appears to be: 
ot easel _ Sxperiencing extremely serious,“ 


“technical difficulties... et 


All across the balipen, people approach the ea 
{ Ce nr reee g 


INT. ‘METROPOLIS-BAR, ACE O’CLUBS - SAME TIME a 88 


ares have fired before = ee 

if detaching from the jet, veering 
both craft dramatically off course 
fe out ‘of control... — 


apie 


. REPORTER (ON-TV) eae 
-.-it.appears that the shuttle’s JS 


PUSH AN: ‘ The moment of decision. cs 
# 


JIMMY 
~“Bois, is on that plane. 


Jimmy, (pitas s Bach\to Clark, but-only finds a.WAD.. 
EXT. \METROPOLIS STREET - aad LATER i hem ahi cima ny 


Peoplé,on—the Sereet are all walking in the same 
gathering store window full of TVs playing 
Clark walks in the opposite direction, towards A 


EXT. ALLEY - _SORTINUOUS ia 90° 
In the. classic ‘Sraateions Clark runs toward camera, ripping 
open ‘his-shirt to hpiAgeon -~ NOTHING. Just a bare chest. 
Where’ s~his. suit?! He panics, but quickly remembers. 
Pe Sade 
™ 


s. 


H 
M 


91 


92 


93 


94 


95 


36 


97 
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EXT. SKIES - SAME!TIME . | 91 


i 
The Joris aregyet upward, carried by the momen e 
shuttle’ s. She ORre leaving behind A LONG TRAIL 7 


INT. ger’ ~ PRESS. CABIN ~ SAME oo 92 
OXYGEN MASKS drop from the esting: All of the 6 are 
buckled in, but Bobbie Faye dxiwls on the floor, ~errggling 
toward a’ seat. The g-forces are-mak: g impossible. 
INT. DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN. - suit TE 43 
The state is so engrossed with the TV, that no ope ces 
Clark: enter behind them and step into the janitds pet. 
rf 
INT. DAILY PLANET ~- BROOM CLOSET. - MOMENTS LATER _* 94 


Clark: flips_open ‘his suitcase, revealing the..nedély FoDied 
suit.) He. -Btares at it for a moment, almost. hesits 


He 


INT. DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN - pores LATER ' 
pSout Ng 


The door’ opens” ‘again, and a familiar filguieeste 
BOOTS. Blue suit. Flowing cape. 


Sere 


ere 

He denriie Behind the staff, but everyone is so fogused n the 
TV that no one notices he’s there. Superman cat impse 
of his reflection in a window. -+-he+s stibtwea SES. 
Oops. .He yanks them off, tosses them into the closet, and. 
etepe to-an-open | window. yrooret acres sou . 


wind. Thinking nothing of it, he turns back to the 
second iatér, VWOOSH! Superman flies 
window, 4———-—" : 


Perry feels’ ‘a breeze. He cond to find pat fl 


EXT. SKY 


The sheetia. nel jet climb higher into the stratof#p 
two: | aie NETO. EY to follow Wut. can’t keep up! 


INT. SHUTTLE - COCKPIT - MOMENTS. LATER. . reer 


The astronauts’ flip switches and controls, doing } 
possible~to. detach the shuttle but nothing’ S working 


_ SHUTTLE COMMANDER" roe 
Entering Mesosphere in sixteen tS atnnewdil 
_ Seconds... 


98 


99 


100 


101 


102 


103 


104. 


106 
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INT. J ET - PRESS ieee - SAME TIME ne | 98 


Bobbi irtrtes! to stand, but is immediately. ff 
her feet again. Lois unbuckles herself, trying her. 


ipo 


INT. MfSSION. CONTROL - SAME TIME 


ween Control hears nothing! but static. 


re ae FLIGHT DIRECTOR “°7"~ 
~ “Bxplerer, Houston, UHF comm check. 
Do you .read? oe et 


A NAVIGATIONS OFFICER sees something else. on the,rada 
AN, a : 
Xo ee NAVIGATIONS OFFICER — Ce 


“sgirt 


a : 
if 
if 

i 


Le ot eons earmemnEa ve 


The fhight.director looks over the officer/.s_sh 


| Saas ae ‘| PLIGHT DIRECTOR 
j What is that? : 
: e a if ry 


EXT. STRATOSPHERE - MOMENTS LATER oe 


a 


The fighter jets do their best to. follow, but tr 
this high. Suddenly, what seems like a THIRD JE 
behind them. It-gets closer, and we realize it’s 


IT’S SBPERMAN~-He rockets past them, heading for me shuttle. 
Y ; 
INT. JET - PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME =~ ee 101 


fae ean . ad — 
Lois —Bebbie-Faye and picks her "he “other ty = of a 


seat With one“arm, and Bobbie ‘Faye with the othe 
y “ an 


EXT. SHUTTLE/JET - SAME TIME os 102 
pp enemas: ; a 

supe ecrihs closer to the jet. Almost 

INT. SHUTTLE COCKPIT - SAME TIME 103 

One astronaut: loaks at the other, then at the co Fe e 


pigs ts BOOSTER is counting down: . 5-4-3-2nn-—:: 


fe . 

EXT. SHUTTLE - SAME TIME + semnemnmemanegent 104 
\ NN : ai ty 

SECONDARY BOOSTERS FIRE, blowing off the jet's ta 

CRAFTS ROCKET-FORWARD while Superman is knocked 


"nee 
a ene me 


EXT. MESOSPHERE - SAME TIME 106 


The shuttle“ is-climbing toward outer space, dragging the jet 
with it: The vast curvature of the Earth is visible below, as 
is the~blackness of outer space above. 

Ts Lah 


Me, ¢ 


107 


108 


109 


110 


111 


112 
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spins, then re-orients ca He a a 


Superman tumbles 

brea S BACK TOWARDS THE JET faster t ‘ve 

ever jseen—him—fiy. Suddenly -- BOOM -- he break und 
r -~ (BOOM } 


barr. - he does it again, closing in et. 
rie BON Nea ai 1 . 
INT. JET - PRESS“CABIN - SAME TIME 107 
{.. eel al 
Bobbié-Faye and Lois buckle themselves in. Lois oma 
oxygen mask on Bobbie, then one on herself. She bre es 
deep, trying™to stay calm. Outside,-she -sees- 5D y 
fading into-BLACK... then stars. Suddenly, SUPE ips past 
the wihdow. She dioes -a doubletake.-Did-she-j thay? 
4 4 


EXT. \SHUTTLE/ JET + MOMENTS LATER 108 
4 a ae ee 
ANGLE ‘ON? "ThE ‘couplings , Still secured. 


WHAM! a BOOT SLAMS HARD on the roof of thé” 4é¢” them 
ANOTHER. SUPERMAN'S HEAD rises into frame. HIS HANDS ppp 
against’ the’ belly of the shuttle. 


Fighting wind and gravity, Superman uses ‘all of 
to PUSH it upward. THE COUPLINGS strain and find 
detaching’ the“two crafts. Superman lifts with al! 
sending the shuttle into the sky and away’ from, th 


EXT. OUTER SPACE — SAME TIME 109 


With ‘a_boost.from Superman, the shuttle soars into space. 


INT. SHUTTLE - COCKPIT - MOMENTS LATER «0 vo 110 


joo; «= MISSION CONTROL (ON RADIO}--~: 
\ Explorer + UBF comm check. Do you 
read? Over. Gan fat 


ee nave... SEUTELE, COMMANDER”. aoe a 
f. ~—We-heve... lift-off? I mean, we're _.( 
“in orbit. Everything is... ‘okay. Sore Cc 


INT. JET. ~--PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME 


‘ 


The p séngers experience a brief moment of calm\it 


glasges, and more, loose items. start to float. Fo second we 
think! we're in zero gravity, then the oxygen masks SLA 
again t the ceiling, and THE JET BEGINS TO PLUMMET. 


Weer 
EXT. OUTER SPACE ~ SAME TIME 112 


Superman watches -the shuttle in orbit, then“turnk to see’ the 


jet spiraling downward. He dives after it. te 


ae 
. - 


“ew (113 


114 


115 


116 


117 


118 


119 
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| 113 


Flying “as fast as he can, Superman swoops behind | : 
GRABS ‘GNTO THE EDGE OF THE RIGHT WING. Fighting the gray 


he pulls at the wing, straining to stop the spin. 


EXT. SkY_- SAME TIME 


The jet Free-falls: like a bomb, spinning uncontr 
smoke ‘trails behind it. 
pate : 


; and 
ty, 


He pulls~ harder but can’t slow the jet7dow e“apinming 
too fast-and hard. The wing strains, bends, 
BREAKS “OFF. Superman tumbles with Ene Gébrrs;, 


a moment, trying to re-orient himself. i 
ae +3 : 


The jet continues. plummeting, arcing downward into“a_) 
nosedive. Superman races after;it. 


Ned eiigse cect dp enerentipetaetl 
THE LEFT WING breaks off, tumbling behind the “jetyon a 
collision. course for Superman —--WHAM!, He breaks, it 


without_stopping, shattering the wing inte piece 
oh ae Gt By a! if 


Superman races_alongside the huil, shooting past (the 


The horizon; spins as the jet careens towafds the ground 
G 
toward the nose. Astonished passengers-gawk.from igside 


INT. JET - COCKPIT mas Shy ae ton a 
THE ALTIMETER is’ at fifteen hundred feet... twelve\hundxed... 


—_ 


EXT. SKY - SAME TIME 
Superman, grabs onto the front of the nose, pushindagainst 
the jet;—trying to slow and control” its” destentt 7: | 

»~ & ms bate Be a4 


EXT. BASEBALL STADIUM - SAME TIME - 


POP! A,BATYER hité a fly-ball. It shodts~seFai ght 


EXT. JET.- SAME TIME 
Superman pushes against the nose... using.every..ounte 
strength he has. It finally starts to slow. THEY 
THE STADIUM LIGHTS, past the jumbotron screen... é 


INT, JET.>~PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME - 118 


eb coment 


Lois closes her eyes. Passengers scream. — 
EXT. BASEBALL STADIUM - SAME TIME bp Ree 119 
Players’scatter to get out of the way. 


HIGH ABOVE 
~ 

\. 

‘ 


hi 
lene 


120 


121 


122 


123 


124 
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Supemman looks over his shoulder -- they’re aire =| the 
ne ‘and still falling fast. He braces—hi 


ase. 


b Lamond = mself 
and gives the plane one last massive PUSH. > 

: Ai Li 
WHAM ! Metal\.groans as A WAVE OF KINETIC ENERGY ritsples 


through she hull, travelling the length of the 4 Jee cared it 
FINALLY slows-to a stop -~ only~a few feet above Cthe—gspund 


INT. ‘JET - SAME TIME Le 120 


— eee i ia xen are Oi sain 


The cabin-jelts.. People shriek», not sure what j 
os a Hecate 


INT. JET - SAME TIME © Stescpeseaie.s a ts ar are 122 
Lois and” thé’ passengers brace: themselves ‘just as\c- 


1 pm emeree 


EXT. | DASERALL STADIUM - SAME TIME ry @ 121 
SUPERMAN hovers over home base, holding the jet eétraigh} up. 
Strained, ~he lowers it as slowly and gently as pqspible/ 


EXT. BASEBALL STADIUM - SAME TIME 2 123 
THUD! The’ jet Hits the ground; ‘kicking up clouds\af dix}. 


Superman.steps~back and takes 'a’deep bréatH. Exhausted 
Spectators and players stare at him in shocked TN 
INT. JET.- .PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME ; 124 


Stunned passengers slowly look up from their seaes, hear 
the sound of groaning metal as ‘THE DOOR IS RIPPED J s 
HINGES and tossed aside. The yellow rescue slide inflates, 


and Superman: steps inside. Baer ramen tame ma 
i my ot ots t Rees i—_ 
st SUPERMAN ** a 


Reporters.step-aside. She nervously stands, comi § :f% 
face with the Man of Steel for the first time in 


+ SUPERMAN (CONT'D)*"-n—= 
Are you: okay? paiears 


dae 


Lois opens’ her ‘mouth, and for once, nothing comes out but a 
small.-squeak. ue en smiles, and gently brushes aside some 
of her~hair, lightly caressing her cheek. 


me “~~ 4 
ae, 


u 


125 


126 


127 


128 


129 


130 


131 
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Otherm reporters watch them together. i 
realibing thateveryone is staring, he gathers 


a aeare a passengers: 
Ay. 4 


‘ ie SUPERMAN (CONT'D) 
wee ee “Well, AZ hope this little incident 
i / hasn*t put any of you.off flying. 

i Statistically speaking, it’s still 
the safest way to el. 


Lois iG sitentiy stares. Wi, that, Superman 
walks: Meek up ban! aisle. He glances-ba 


EXT. ‘BASEBALL seaprum -' CONTINUOUS } 


— er 
Superman riigisteps i $6 the doorway, ‘gazing out over % he, aud ence. 


Cameras are atl trained on hif\. A CLOSE-UP of hisHte 
dominates the stadium's jumbotroen-screen:~Peopte-are s ill 
too stunned to react, then... THUNDEROUS APPLAU 
i ele Veto = 
m ; 126 
: : 


INT. rae jon piel - SAME ve, dS lataah ned 


SUPERMAN’S IMAGE .is projected “onto the screens. 
Control_staff. hoots and hollers. 


EXT. METROPOLIS STREET - sacs Sia STORE - er aoe 128 
THREE: DOZEN PEOPLE cheer in front of the store. “i OF lie 
TVs \ ci, from various eae % ‘cad 7 i: 
INT. METROPOLIS” BAR, ACE 0’ chee SAME TIME TS 129 
Jimmy ries Ss at the TV, wide-eyed and «gciiming. t 

EXT. SRSEEALL STASTUM - SAME TIME 130 


Superman iles. Then, yHOveS He soars into th 


A apes Tater; ois makes hep way to the door ape 
Superhan disappearing into hepway te ‘Beat > She ‘maha 
weak,;:confused smile, then FAINTS, slips down. the inf ig 
yellow slide, a and/ lands at thesBottom. s 

ig, On 


a 
INT. V. WORTH ESTATE - BASEMENT -~ MOMENTS LATE 
THE MODEL CITIES AND TOWNS are in ruins: tiny car's' and people 
lay crushed in £he rubble. Almost everything onthe train set 
has been destroyed, riddled with cracks and chasms. 


SMOKE - disetoates to reveal the stunned faces of Lex’s crew. 
THE ENTERE. -ROOM is in shambles. 


i 
Ni 
u 


132 


133 
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Water drips from broken: pipes. Cracks have epee enayen the 
walls, and —F Lex smiles, looking. down at sbmethirng we 


can’t: 


“Ue” Did you get that? 


- 


Riley i trembling, but still »olding the == 


if 
RILEY \e 
“Yeah. I got the whoie.... scary... 
| thing. ~ 


~ rr epee eee 


ve Leal 
WIDER to reveal A: HUGE CRYSTAL STRUCTURE has gro 
the train set. It!has spread over the landscape 
over the destroyed buildings. It’s almost ident 
Fortress-of-Solitude and Krypton’s ruins, just 
Wisi Soe } 

Kitty bends down, looking UNDER*the train-set."THé tal 
structure has grown through the bottom too, wit 
tendriis~piercing the ground betow. poe Seat 


ceeremmeiey, ree me neces: 


it  Rrepy if : 
; Eex, your little crystal broke 
a. “everything. ey : . : 
Lex looks closer at the devastation, amazed. Intxyfoued 
-..., 50 it did. 


4 z 
INT. DAILY PLANET - CONFERENCE} ROOM - THAT ron | 132 
; 


ietectieneeceae PERRY > Pe bo teed | pp eeee tes ee 
4 I WANT TO KNOW IT LL! EVERYTHING! 
™ Olsen: I wanna see Photos of him 


-Bathed in stadium lights, flying 


/ to the sunset. Sports: how-wil.. 
“ khis event change’ baseball? How” Cc) 
—————wtti~they get the plane out of eH 
there? Travel: Where did he go? Was 


dhe on vacation? If so, where? 
we ~s e. . 7 
The staffis packed into the HQOM, writing down ward. 
7 N\A : eee eae eee eee enna 
! ¥ : . 
A chewed pen hangs from Lois’s mouth like a cigarette. 


stares, at her, but she hasn't ;looked up yet. Pe ry Opens the 
door. & staff-streams into the bullpen. 
INT. DAILY-PLANET ~ BULLPEN - CONTINUOUS ‘ 133 
a IOIs Pay 
Perry, how many F’s are there in aia 
Catastrophic? 


> 


134 


135 
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r _ PERRY 
Nene ~And what's the usage? 


es aes 


7 na LOIS 


’ ‘ 


/ 7 as {xveading) 


~ .“ This mysterious e 


nance Aree ste eae AO LEANN 


ee PERRY =, 
te it (interrupts) 
es Lois? © 
\ 
i a LOIS 

~ -¥es? - hi 

7 PERRY { "7" 

In my office. 
Byrn: Fereent (then) i 


.—-<Phis-goes for everybody. Th 


a 


? 


perry. and Lois- step into his gffice and’ close t 


Clark sits at his desk, and smiles at 


expression doesn’t change. After a-moment, he t 


at Lois through the gl 


ass walls, and c 


sound in the office suddenly becomes L 


voices: 


B' emwares oie 


lectromagnetic 
1 puise set a catastrephic event into 
i motion, knocking ot power -during 
. NASA’s. highly a 


FOURTH DRAFT 50. 


sasereeyie aut, 1, memvonasnn inne 
é e story rt 
isn’t the blackout,} it’s Superman! tt 


bg 


Bee ete ere ae 
of 


Polly. Her 


oncentrateg\ Ev 
OUDER, until certdin 


noises are filtered out, ever ything but Lois and Perry'g 
F 


8 pone 
i 


oe process, I might add-- 


ee ta LOIS (V.Qse erence anecerer. vneeneesvinmany | 
“The story is the % Chief. 
electronic device 
4joes dark, nearly 


| ‘Bvery 


off the east ‘coast L 
killing me in the t 
wet Ney 


aetna marron te 


(if 
INT. SAIGY-PHANET - PERRY'S OFFICE - SAME TIME ¥. <a 134 


PERRY 


.° “Eois, there are three things that 


¢_- 3e11 papers 


{ ‘a Tragedies, sex, and! 


in this:world: 


& 


i tired of tragedies,;and you 


uy write worth 


“(points 


a damn about sex; so” 
that leaves one thing. sii 


to a phdto) 


Supermans--f meen 


can’t 


135 
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WHOOP |.- “The boy- takes a hit i iba INHALER. Clarf Aes 
that jthis boy is Lois’ son, JAS ae, 


gee JASON caer Miele het int 


_o whe... are you? Se... 


: CLARK 
I’m Clark. Kent. An old friend. 
ee of your mom's. From before you were 


Oo ee en 


JASON Fo Neemammmeens se set 8 arte Sas : 
a neetly? She's aig) mentioned you. | Ca) 
ane oe 7 
_ LOIS ALN, gt 
Jason! wt 


Lois arrives ‘and wraps her arms around Jason. e: 
; an a 
, TOTS (COND eer se el AE 
* (cute) i i 
aonokkee, bothering pen pnts By eee 


~ | 
Clark’ pee at Lois, staay flustered. He stammers 
e,* 


unsure if Should stand, offer a handshake, or A‘ hug 
Finally Sends down and kisses him lightly ‘on the 
nearly’ faints.’ i ne 
Sa Oe OC eaS Ey ew 
“LOIS (CONT'D) 
_ Sa,,,.welcome back. I see you've 
ad elaeay met the munchkin. 


( Non at 


Yeah, we were just talke- 
ae /, i? 
7 “/ — LOIs i! 
x {40 Jason) 
“Did you take your Vitamins? 
Echinacea? Eye drops? Preventil?- . 
Poly-Vi-Flor? 
en 
L ety JASON 
: ‘N63 ; mom. ma 
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LOIS 
little fragile, but he'll 
p to be big and strong like 


____, graw. 
a his dad, won't you? 


Jasonnods. as 
occa oon 


ty 


{1 LOIS (CONT’ D) 


(turning) ; 
«RICHARD?! . ee eee ee by 
Cement x we 

ig Eke CLARK Sateen seats 
a I saw:you on TV, in that... fT 
t\ (makes a flying motion 

CS with his hand) 

cee okay? = 


LOIS oad oes 
: Oh yeah, it was nothing. Hey, can I 
7 ae eee BOFrOW: yOur stapler?- ea mint fas a 


She Heaches past ‘him and grabs the stapler. 
it ‘ 3 


“4 mee CLARK GNI 
Sure. Oh, and congratulations on 
your award. When’s the. ceremony? 
LOIS 
“Two_ “days, can you believe it? 
: “(turns again) . i 
% RICHARD! 


(back to Clark) Tecan aend 
ue S0,,.2. wanna hear all about. Aube ee 


erent 


trip! Where'd you go? What’d you ramet 
aoe Meet anyone special? 
- ye s Mote uae eres so wei weer 
“__——-to-begin really-~ ie Vere 
; RICHARD 


“You core for me? 


nee btm, 


This 46 RICHARD WHITE, Lois’ Long-time: ‘boyfriends ks 
Jason up into his: arms. 


x ee _/ JASON 
Sac oe aeeey : 


LOIS 
I've got to run out. Can you “take on 
Jason to get his flu shot? And work ~ 
_-some-family magic to get your dad 
_~” te”stop giving me a hard time about 
ie a <_ mY article -- please? 


a 
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oa Se at LOIS 
Ohl. This is Clark. Richard, Clark. 
Clark, Richard. j 

(to Clark) : 
.--Richard’s our assistant editor. 
~ _..#e’s*also a pilot, and he likes 
,«° horfer,movies and volleyball... 
(to Richard) 
? Clark BB... well, Clark. 


é 


: RICHARD ‘ | 
| Again | 
a clears his throat. ==) 


Clark extends. his hand to Richard. They shake. 
eee CLARK ews sem n oae g 
Clark Kent. Nice to meet yous: 


Pet rentt Seer 


Sawer cay: RICHARD ; { : 


7 Richard White. Great! to finally ii 
Bs meet you too. I’ve heard so much. 
aad PO are poe: 2s 
pare (eyes Lois) i , ae 

You have? - GQ 
tees tient RIC 


Yeah; Jimmy just WOH” t shut up 3 
about you. 


Z — en rR Ce ee ree 


Clark’, lingers.at: the gs of Richard, who_he 2 suddenly | 
realizes—iooks~ so’ much 


ike.., him. Or” “Superman. bot} . 
Lois gives \Bichard and Jason each a quick kiss. 
LE LOIS ee -+— 
Area # Fun. ve 


RICHARD 


PO are rare LOIS : 

ie You heard your dad. ? Supexman! Sn DACK nes 
{ and he thinks I’m the only one ; 
A equipped to give him .a.s he: used-0- 47 
vw the monde ‘intimate: pBEOry.« 


So you' re listening to him?” 


than Dab vermin 


“pots 
_Nope--T! m going to the power plant 
ea" te look into the blackout. Seeya! 


+ + 4% 


+ 
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RICHARD 


FOURTH DRAFT 


‘\._When-wi]ll you be home? 


anny 


But sHe’s already! out t 
as she leaves. Both obv 
a s Gate : 


eee 


RICHARD (CONT'D) 


No matter how close werare, that 
woman will always be-a mystery to 


_ ome x. 


eee (turns to Clark). 


“° Well, E’m sure I'll bé seeding. -you—--- 
around:the office. If you ever need 
me, I'm right over there. 


ne NTT ARUN @ 


he door. Richard and crake ime ec 


iously sharing feelings 


He points -te-a” large office next to Perry’s. Ri es a 


glance at Clark's screen. 


tanec eee 2 ee 


‘| CLARK 
Obituarfes. 
es RICHARD 
~ But 


those people aren't dead yet. 


+. CLARK 
+ think! that’s what your dad -- um, 


en ee Sia 


: RICHARD (CONT'D) 
Roe ‘What's that you're working’on? eas 


7 ; 


74 


ae sama 
Vrarpems sane nts 


' Mr. White had in mind. He said... 


RICHARD : 
One way..or.another, we have . 


to be~prepared e 


ve 


RICHARD 


f 

ight. 
; (ndiges Jason) 
eer rfid. Say g 


fa JASON 
_o Byé;-Clark. 
if “ “\\ CLARK 


Bye, Jagon. 


ak 
%, 


As Jason "walks, away ' 
much has, Ghaénged. He can 


ena 


oodbye to Clark. 


ph& 


RET RARE SME Bea UNE 


C 


JY 


Naeepmnema nt ote Sener eH 


he looks ‘back at Clark. cl 


POLLY (ON. THE PHONE)...."= 


wie .no, ‘he used to work here. I ce th 
dunno’ -- he IS handsome though, but seer tae 


_-totally; dull. A make-over? Maybe. 


a 


hear the faint voice of 


ae 


pa OAS. MAY oranother, we, have 
3.” to be prepared —_ 


Sue. 


CUT TO: 


136 


137 
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A i vinta HEADLINE: ‘ | 136 


| - sae mmo em xe mace, 

EXT. » MOPRNORTH MANSION -. DRIVEWAY -— DAY 137 
PULL BEcK do-réveal Lex reading. the Daily Plange act) lly, 
like he could explode in rage; but instead, See aii 


he's’ just GLARING at the giant photo of Superm 
o a ,"ereeatenneraminanssumeemmenass ss eens : ‘ 
A MILITARY-HUMVEE screeches + stop in front|ag 
tosses the paper to Kitty.. She ‘ --boeks at 
J oad L 
ae ret KITTY 
\——HleTl+oh. 7 
: oe: it 


Superman's photol, Her eyes go wide. 

Grant, Riley, Stanford and Briftus~get~out of the truck 
sweaty and slightly bruised.. Lex approaches ty@cing &) finger 
over a-dozen-bullet holes in‘ ehetrtic g"side. \ 


coos | memes i} | 
y 


| ne? ae it 
ia /Run into trouble? | | it 


Lex 


wk “eg ahoula sae chu otk 
. You shou see the-.other guy. i 3 
penny (beat ) 8 GN 


Woo Oh, and Lenny won’t be joining us 
ANN 


_.. on the cruise... 


Brutus opens the rear hold, revealing b. LONG CARE. a land 
Grant carry it toward the doék. Lex, Kitty, Riley, and 
Stanford. follo i 


w. Stanford is,beside himself... ....... 
iV ae if ai 
7: SF STANFORD? a 

“Se, what are we going to do?! ! me 
v4, . at NO 


p LEX pont 

' going to modify it according<.\ 
to the’ plans and attach it to the 
stern. I don’t care if the 

.inistructions are in Russian. 


~ 
° oan tao: 


/ N\\ STANFORD! “srveeesmmeecrvr ores = 0 
i{ NO! Iimeant about.i. HIM! Remember, 
‘s I spent seven months-doctoring~": cays 


a those’.“Krypton” photos... 


I know... oo eae 


‘ 
! 


7) ___ STANFORD ee 
7. and: another six months leaking 
7 _-them. .. 


, A, 
I 
I 


ae 
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——, 
138 OMITTED “| 1 138 


” 


a: 
139 EXT. VANDERWORTH ‘MANSION - DOCK — CONTINUOUS 139 
Rarer os & 
of om (i ee) 
They ‘approach the yacht, hull! battered from = 


13 
Pies, STANFORD 8. rene) 
(+. but I never wouldhave done it 
7 if I knew he was gonna--~you™kriow;~~ 
i 


a guy travels that far, he’s not 
ue supposed to come back!! What if he 
N_ finds out it was me?! He’ll tear me 


\, 


Sc apart-- : 
See ee A 
a LEX ; cae eer one see pee tect 
noe Look. It worked: perfectly _. just ; 
j —~-Weeded him out of my “Hair “for ; Le 
ir awhile. ; | 


of ek 4 it 
Stanford glances up at Lex's NEW TOUPEE.' } 


ene ay A 


nem e 


eee = LEX (CONT D) ee suis ans 
What are you looking at?. e 
* nes seme ; STANFORD 
_.... Nothing. 
LEX fe epkaeae Apane aes 


GS] 
jl 
= 


Es So don't worry about it. It’s under 
‘control, and like any. -real-estaten-———— | 


Feil = A . 
ul deat, we just need some insurance. 
- ,( then) = ; v4 


© 
fa 


fiow long until we sail? an 


fiw ‘ ; oc } 
140 INT. YACHT_~-CONTINUOUS pi) 140 


i 
They walk down the stairs and into a corridor. 


mes, ag, STANFORD \, 

a Three. days. The icejbeat us up 
I pretty yood you know, “it’s not=="""" " 
ie ce : ee LS 
om Lonu-have two. Pr 


Sa og = 
As Stanford is about to argue, Lex just holds up 
They stop at a door leading to an UNSEEN-ROOM. Lex: 
the others, almost suspicious, then quickly pushes ‘it open. 


we 


- ae. STANFORD 
a Fine. But we hit one other little 


~~ .gnag. 
“Se (MORE) 
| 


+ 


* 


++ e+ 


+ 
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STANFORD (CONT'D) 
We need radioactive material that 
‘ measures around four thousand 
; mi llizens. 
{ 


. eee Se ee : : 
Lex enters’ the mysterious room and shuts the d dad him. 
The conyérsation. continues. from behind the door’ 


es 2 ae a LEY et 
Yes. ig 


a 
Ps 


cae STANFORD ‘oo ee eee 
—i_checked. There isn’t anything on 
Earth ithat produces ‘that..much-aon—.... 
ionizing radiation. 


a. 
i 


i LEX 
~~~T--kniow. oe 
eases * | 
STANFORD?! Sse wiceste cei aruatw es re 
But-- 
re esr eee re Pe ees Se fr Tee ameter 
Stanfard. You worry/too much.! ! 
i * i f i cay 
feel Seas oti GRANT |’ Core ha. 
_ What's your beef with the guy----=- 
—" anyway? —_ 
anor ; LEX 
~ G¥ant, every man who strives for 
“~~ greatness encounters certain 
popeeues obstacles ‘which prevent _ 
im from achieving :that’ greatness. 


_—-L_have ‘succeeded in crushing them _.... 


is —— eee except for one.” 
: = a is : i 
Lex comes eut“of the ro ; 


om -~ now wearing ia new tdupee. The 
others graye at it, trying not to laugh? \_, ad 
a Z. a 


A | GRANT 
Um... what? 


rn KITTY 
« Superman is Lex's Great White 
if ~Whaleay BP Neemneriirietcaennim se er OE 
iH (to; Lex) ; 
1 Ain't he, Captain Ahab?2. ~~... Lope nae 


& 


te 


Grant doesmt~understand. we 
Se ee 


(KITTY (CONT’D) yo. 
Ahab. Captain Ahab... Moby Dick? 
we 


fae rate, 


Grant still-doesn! t understand. Kitty rolls her eyes. 
: at _" ¢ 


. I. fn 
‘i 
™ |! 


tis 
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r KITTY (CONT'D) 


t. 
urning to Lex) 
lex, answer me one question. Why do 
7 you surround yourself with such... 
A 0 WW res? r : 
Why, Ms. Kowalski? why do pee 
men carry around ugly dogs? Wi 
” eaple y Tanteer with the 
{77 mental, challenged? Wkhydq.the 
Le work inihospitals? 


iL (beat) | - 
VA It’s obvious.. To feel better about 
themselves. = 
SS oe 4h ; - 
Beat. Lex turns to Stanford, suddenly..determined. 
mis . “LEX (CONT! Dp OR ones 
| Ss d, I need youj;and Grant ito + 
i 


' 


ry 


hy iat blueprints for the Metropolis 
. \ Museum/of Natural History.  :; Gl 
ee fe i 2, . 
141 INT. DAILY ELANET' - ELEVATOR -}EVENING=—.W== OS 141 


ned 


The elevator is packed with passengers, all read Daily 
Planet with Superman’s photo on the front. 
t Nn cet re Hs eo er cE 


on ‘the 
\ Saperiign = 
}! OWN . 


CLARK is“ crammed: into a corner, staring.at LOIS 
opposite side. Wherever Lois looks, the photo o 
staring back. Annoyed, she watches the~floors’ co 

— 


‘. u 


#45 Ext. 3 = s a Mor ats Lat ‘wee 
RATEY : sage TREET i MENT LATER; veo 
proaches. 


Lois walks €at’of the building. Clark finally ap 


Zi Cr) 
Ls ? mn 


LOIS 
7 Héy~Glark. How’s your first week 


ff _p-pack at work? a 
/ iE eae noe 
( i CLARK 
\ It's okay. Kind of like-riding a ---~~/ 
Se bike vv guess. | i ; ; 
aie LOIS -_ 
A bike? | ioe eae 


oh ~ CLARK ee 
ye eabryou know-- nevermind. 

oo a 
Lois Spots. more people reading about Superman. 


~~... n 


in 


\ 


Se OF 


+ Fe 
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Apt 7 was thinking... since I’ve 
back we haven’t really had a 
ir aes ito catch up. Would ‘you want 


Vi? 
ee — 
S 
S 


AR. 
Pe ae 
wy ~~ LOIS 
ie (interrupts) : 
: Hey, can I ask you ysemething? 
wr. ie ‘ 1 Lipa ina eatin tans 2 pope 
panes 7 CLARK ~ 
es Sure>. Tie. anemone 
f LOTS 
‘. Have you ever been in love? 


% 


Clark Shwast. Starts to answer: os 


ha ce. Poh ccs 


* LOIS (conr’ D) 
;‘~~-~ -Or—at least... have’ you-ever met 
|-—--gomeene and it’s almost like yau 


a were from totally different worlds, ‘ 

1 byt you share such aj/strong :} 

,\ -“Gonnection that you. knew you were ; 
destined to be with éach other2.Bat : 


“then he takes off without 0 yee 
explaining why, or without even 
saying p gocchyet 


oo beat) 
gates “Sounds cheesy, I know. 


[==> ners (conm’D) ° og arate 
1) TAXI }- 83 3 b 
“we 4 : 


ANGLE ON: Grark, thinking. cent Mg, + 
A £4 _ : CLARK ee = 


Well... maybe saying goodbye was so 

hard because he didn’t know whether 
ie “It would be goodbye for a little 

while... or goodbye forever. 


Ka “A Nag ach oka brain ana ies 
Lois doesn’t seem:to be listening. ; 
AN ee Eats r 
’, CLARK (CONT'D) a 
ae. he had to go and he °< 
“wanted to say goodbye, but he ‘> 
couldn't find the guts to do it, |. 
because’ maybe if he saw you, even ee 
one_last time... Well, maybe he was —...- 
_aftaid- that if he even looked at 
“you” just... once... he would never 
av be able to... leave. 
sae (MORE ) 


a 


Saad 
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CLARK (CONT’D) 
(beat ) ! 
Maybe it was too difficult for him. 


iH fi 
: } 
i denl yk + him like he hit a nerpy 
wois| sud en 7 lod S up a ike 
a ‘LOTS . 


Yo Dikéicoult? 


“4 “her eyes narrow), 
- Difficult?! What's/'so difficult 
. about it? Bye! Seeya-tater! Back in 


awhile. It’s easy\\What’s so_hard 
_about. saying goodbye? 


Pre 


ap 


fi 
bas O55 a) | 
, CLARK t 
Who are, we talking about? ; 
gi tee. OES! 2 See = , 
.. Nobody. Forget I said anything. 
"PART ! ES 


i “Vesa ame cere MMArEN TEER were nereeremnen ir 227 
She whistles_and waves for a cab;~while. PERE eee) 
awkwardly...He_knows exactly who she's talking pie ane. 


; h3 i + 
< iy “CLARK ff 7 
" BOnesdo you want to! grab a quick : 

“~ bite?-Catch up? My jtreat. Wee ane ™ 


Raemaenee Ae oe 


LOIS ares 
Oh I'd ‘love to, but Daddy took the 
 ~-<-carvand it’s my turn to “cook” the E 
...- family dinner, which means I’ve got 3 
just enough time tojget home and 
order the Chinese foodrer en TN 


i pees = = 3 CLARK { Femara samen mamma ene, | 
E Fam Ly dinner. Rig - Po 
ea : = 2 


ea / LOIS af ae 

2 Atup. Believe it or not. Lois-Lane’s 

Z uburban!. White house. Picket 
fence. ‘Mortgage. The works. 


Lois tries-one.more time to get a cab, Clark notiéeg 
WHISTLES, The. sound is loud and piercing. A smalf | 
WHIMPERS . A CABNimmediately sgneeches..to. the.c 
imprepsed. i 2 


a Uf, WOIs (CONT'D) Ve Peas 
“lows thanks. u 
She climbs in. re ae 


ee LOIS (CONT'D) 
wo” {eo the cab driver) 
_-7 31 Riverside Drive. 


—_ 


is 


moe 


143 


144 


145 
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S out the open window at ake | 
LOIS (CONT'D) — 
! Hut leti’s shoot for = or 
-~ something next week, okay? 
yor — 7 x 


\ : 
oe NM craRR ey 
i: Next week. Sure. i} 


Clark watehes~the cab drive off_He_sig Ds.. 
3 f —— ~~. ; . 
ix “0 CLARK (CONT*D)-——— 
( eocebyt Lois. 
\ 


EXT. METROPOLIS, STREETS - VARIOUS - MOMENTS LATEf 143 
Sidewalks—are-vrammed with pedple heading home. ATbr&éeéze 
picks up. A strange wind echoes” between“the-butlainc People 
look pp, trying t® find the source of the sound Ce) 

*mmemey esse manmammeemainmenss Yj A ene ADS ee rrncenens e: 

F] < ‘ 

A FIGURE- on the horizon cruising through Ené air 
dartihg bet een ahd over the skyscrapers 3} SUPERMAN: j 

4 ! 4 t Pt A) 
All piers eat } the people of Metropolis. see ssaring 
overhead: a het-Gog vendor, a:traffic-cop;~peoplée at bus 
stop. A mother points him out .to her young daugh 
IN THE AIR 
Superman Looks down at the people and smiles, t a 
sharp right and. heads Out Of M@trOpolis oc umencmmen 

4 ff “3 
EXT. REVER-—-NIGHT, aewakacae 144 


. if | 
The noise of thé city fades ast Superman ‘flies a 
river. sone S down, gazing at rows of ‘houses on!the shore. 


Spotting”opé, he glows down, nw ne 
EXT. boone ~- CONTINUOUS 


It's a large. suburban home nestled near the rivers 
SEAPLANE’ floatsnext to a smali dock, which lead¢ 


and sw et. Gights are on. Syperman quietly dex 
the tages, and h vers outside) 


Inside\, he can hear the first few notes of “Hear 
being Piayed over/ and over again. He stares for § 
then focuses. _- ; 


X-RAY VISION POV: ,A child’s bedroom on: the-seconk 


: Lloor.’ The 
parents’ bedroop.-Scross the hall. Both are messy, : 


mvs 


Superman _goeés-ift For a closer look... 
oe 


Pome, 
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145A 


sticks. Jason os “heart 
small eléctronig keyboard. 


rs ‘ LOIS -. 
ae Kung Pao shrimp. F 
——. GASON* € hoo oho) tage Seer s et 
al Mine! : : 
oe mA, Megs Soe i 
aN LOIS > 
‘i Nice try, kiddo. No peanuts, no 
o seafood, and definitely no won- 
+ thors) 
_— “(opens boxes for him) 


: ust rice and snowpeas..for. you.-.-~-. 


a sccecarat back to playing ‘on the ‘keyb 


Ei RICHARD 
Me do! we get Chinese food if he's 
f pitergic? 
A LOIS 
Because he loves the peas. And I 
think we all prefer egg rolls over 
reais ~macrobiotic shakes. 


122 


; JASON a 
Macrobiot-ICkK. = ys ty’ t 
7 avon cncemynenneeeecmetmemasee” F RIC spatties s wraeneire wen 
a woe 
Beat. ae s an awkward moment of silence... Richart! tegks 


over e Lois {iscooping out. food for everyone cbut—g3 
eros iy be tals om Something is on his mind=3 
i Ee 
RICHARD (CONT’D) 
w~I*ve. noticed you've been acting a 
~ —dittle different Bare ty: oe 
ee “NA et coated «a8 op snap tees 
a 4: «LOIS 


“ose RICHARD 
‘ ~and-f promised myself I'd never ask 
you about this -- but now that. -he’'s 
back.. «: ae 
_Abeat) ces 
Your-article: ‘I spent the night 
“with Superman’... 


* * 


+ FF 4 FF 


* 
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Lois suppresses — laugh. \ ( 


63. 


_— : LOIS 
HH ~Athat vi was just the title of the 
_ gsrticle! It was your dad‘’s idea! ; 
Seemann neni 
—Richaxd, that was a‘jong time ago. 


eleaciy you can tell by the trepidation in her nl) 


not feng enough. Beat. : 
al oo RICHARD >, ome) 
.Were you in love witth him? 


i Nee syiriceenk ioeviiniauniaih: moan agains ee 

~~ -LOIs ; ca 

co -“Heowas' Superman. Bveryore-was: ae ie 
em ee a him. ms 


13 

i By 
J J) RICHARD [| 
‘But-were you? it 


ee RICHARD = 
No, no, no... it’s okay, I was... 
ae 
Se LOIS +" i iy 


andl "Bee 
Wrerrnivemed a io + AE 


Lois turns -- stares directly.at shin, 


Las a LOIS 
_No._ 


145B EXT. LOIS LANE’S HOUSE - SAME TM cahoa viet 145B 
p 9 


Superman. watehes Lois and Ric} picmeuge rear Listened; “2 the 
whole. Conversation. He sighs, ! - 


bt 


146 INT. tors; fore - - KITCHEN - SAME TIME : | 146 
Sat ae ae es 
Lois pic food, then suddenly stops and ho the 
window, staringit to their backyard. Beat. 
miaiee, RICHARD 
; _ ois? You okay? ry 
Lois s fshaps out os it, turns pbbr-eoene-eante : 
Ce ‘ ; } LOIS: - eee ee eg 
Xeah<" Sorry. Hey, didn’ tI have 
four-won-tons? 
—— 5 
She sees Jason stuffing a won-ton inté-. his“Rout ul Bhe panics. 
wi i 


ae z 
"i LOIS (CONT'D) fer 
ig “JASON! 
3 ee ; 
Lois ‘and “ ichard dive, trying to snatch it from his mouth. 
Sy 
{ 


“I 


147 


148 


149-171 


A173 
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EXT. SKIES OVER LOIS’ HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER ‘ | 147 
ae 


eesieanty 


Obvidusly bothered, Superman flies STRAIGHT UP, above 
the aity, passin through a cloud layer. Music s we 
hear the -fami 


ris: : €: 
: pf oceania voice o 

NY gOR-EL (V-0.) 

They can be a great people Kal-El. 

They wish to be... 

PT es, i — ante an er rete em | 

Superman rockets through another cioud Iayer. 

but his“eyes arewwelling up -- ‘and it. isnt... 


}} JOR-EL (V.O.). (CONT'D) 
a They gily lack the light to show 
~ ~._them the way... 


VWOOSH! He passes through another. cloud. bank.-+0--7 
EXT. ABOVE-THE-EARTH — SUPERMAN‘S PERCH~- CONTE = 148 


ye at : 
‘I ||. JOR-EL (V.0.) it 
or this reason above all, I have 


_ 49gnt.them you... my only son. 


1%, ere 


Slee ‘ i os 
Superman™settles at the edge of ‘space, hovering ruly 
majestic. He closes his eyes ana@ bows his head, (ak as if 


meditating. Then we realize he is actually LISTENING. 
WHAT SUPERMAN HEARS: layers of voices, radio chatter, 
television~signais, thunderstorms, EVERYTHING. The; sounfis 
come quickly, overlapping -- building to a choru 


. fe } 
He focuses to filter out the more, chaotic sounds, b 
it: A:RING . He opens his eyes, -and wit j 
SONIC! BOOM, SGperman is off... ue 


or 


OMITTED , - i . * 
te sf I = eo Seals 
A NEWS_REPORI-FILUS THE SCREEN Al73. 0 * 
A GERMAN ANCHOR delivers the news underneath AMA * 
FOOTAGE of EWo-WINDOW WASHERS falling from a skyf * 
crowd bebind—the.camera screams, when suddenly a\\R¥ * 
zips co the ‘aKy and the window. washers..seem-A * 
a) 
ih }} GERMAN ANCHOR «0s * 
... Hallo.sanken zwei Fensterunter * 
\._ ~begScheiben zu ihren todesfallen * 
~..peute abend ab, bevor sie vom Mann 5 * 
des Stahls gerettet wurden. 0 ow > : * 
4 Par 
The video cuts.-to ithe window washers, now peing-interviewed * 


on the ground, their faces stained with tears. * 


173 
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GERMAN WINDOW WASHER . \ | 


; icherte mein Leben. Ich 
verdanke alles Superman! ES 
INT. ae 5 - DAY . 173 


Buff en 
Polly and G are up at the, television. 
é POLLY =~" ‘ 


Hig like this on every..channel.... Py’; 
She flips chanhéls to prove her“point— CLICK! fa) 
\ 


ee 


ON TELEVISION: % see SECURITY CAMERA FOOTAGE: 
IN A Sn sosey/ FOUR ROBBERS-.fire their a Something 


offscree clip changes to a different angle -ancd-we see 


pore hovering above them -~-builets-:-bouncing” of his 
chest... He rushes towards them. Ce 
en naeaeak Las amen ties wanes 


pees ANCHOR (V.0.) 


4 |..Redorts flooding in from || —~ 
a Metrogolis, Houston,! Gotham, and as / 
een 5 Way as Cairo and Shanghai <., : 


_"" Wis As just the latest in“a-series 
"of overnight appearances by the Man 
of Steel... Pos 


CLICK!’ Thé“Chanhel changes and we see a home-vided-camera- 
shot .WHIP’PAN-to.ia shot of the Eiffel Tower -- WHOOSH! JA RED 
STREAK tears across the sky -- tourists scream 
excited pictures nf the emptyisky:° °°" : 


i ~—s BRITISH EXPERT (V.O. } : 

u Boterii ces have proven most |; | i 

~aneffective at tracking him, with x 

rs i ientists telling us he isu «.. rm 
rd litera moving... i e—) 
oS -TH 69) 


CLICK! In suburban Japan, a TANKER is on fire. Sipe 
swoops in, easily blows it out, waves to the cam 


Ba and 
flies off.——~_ 
a “\\ JAPANESE REPORTER-{SUBTITLEDY. 
\ 


-..faster than speeding bullets and 
more powerful than a locomotive. 


ae 44 a. 
WIDER: .R rt all of the ‘televisions in tha{ of te e)are 
displaying.foetage of Superman's feats from the |night before. 


CLARK enters to see that the office is transfixed by the 
broadcasts. He-glances up at one. “ae ome 


ON TELEVISION? OUTSIDE OF A DELI, TWO MEN are being lead away 
by COPS while a reporter questions the DELI OWNER: 


\ 


t Y 


* 


+ % HF 


"t+ HF 
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DELI OWNER 


“.° wetraed the hummus..He liked it! 


Clark suppresses a smile and makes his way to eC... 


He passes.-by—another broadcast;, 
N . 


MONTAGE REPORTER #3 

Si ter he captured the men 
tryin jto rob your deli, did he do 
i OF say; anything? 
LAOS if 


Seis 


fi 
ef 


ON TELEVISION: A, HANDHELD CAMERAWca pena! Kolding A 
CAR over his shotlders, while people ayyto 


safety. It’s the jelassic pose of ACTION COMICS # 
1s Pal 
174 INT. DAILY..PLANET - PERRY'S OFFICE ~ DAY as 


ha 


CLOSE ON: The SAME IMAGE, only this-one-is—a~phopo 
Lois is holding. She flips to another, moments a 
Superman -holding~a beautiful woman~+ eS--aArms 7~ 
that it.is-KITTY.,KOWALSKI. Lois doesn’t} She seems 


but feigns boredom. a 
/\/} sors 7 & 
pas gc wnat 8 poor Nese t 


Eh? EH!? That's iconic! 
were taken by a twelve year-old 
witha.camera phone. Olsen, what ‘ve 


you got? 


small biur-in—the. clouds. 


L 7 


JIMMY 


x 
be 


‘Bets right there, Chief. Lookin 
“the 


PERRY 00d - 
And they 


Se neem RSE IRN DARREL SO AE ATED 


Jimmy hands_him A’ PHOTO OF A LANDSCAPE. Jimmy points to aa 
7 “ie : ‘ L | x 


Taras 4 NT 


| 


H 
ue sky i Convemnnnemaneve > 
} LOIS 
It’s a bird. 
2 eam PERRY 
if It's \plane. CN arereeeernernemenmamnnnrere 
i = 3 
a } ] , JIMMY rasa 1 i 
No ey it's-- ef 
aan CLARK ah 
You wanted to see me? ec name a - 
fi ; ue 
Clark stands ithe doorway, holding a pad and*pencil. 
rr ant | 
gee 


+ + OF 
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PERRY ‘ | 
ee , Kent. It’s time for some 
perk ) e strategy. — 
Oh 
he a move. 


Lois knows-Where /this is. going. Clark watches 
The 


ef a = 


v7 
L Not long ago, cuperman and the 


a Newt \want that bondback! 


iff (reat) Tm ceccomaiemasr ws mremmeren 
o Lois, don't ‘know what you’ve been 
x sneakifg around doing, but every 


— other’ paper in town has their best 
i. _~~~bodkistig female reporters. on 
“~.veeftops waiting tdéiinterview 
Superman, and none ‘Of them have-the » 
A _eeOre you two do. 


pee ames mms te See aE aS le eam we 


| nny pm | tors | | 
1 What? No! Chief, 1i en to me. I've 
\j flone Superman. z 
\ nwa” A (Correcting herself) ma 
: __. Covered him-- you knew what mean. ; 


er 
. 


» _ PERRY “ee 
as fas Exactly! That makes you the expert, 
__.. 80 _xou! re going to do him again. 


Clark’ tries to speak up, it’s “futile. 


rr cd 


a /) : ¥ 


( as eens nneneente nanan” pga a 


LOIS A 
te But7 ere are a dozen ‘other “stories ik 
ee ere. i ee é 


Bis “PERRY Me 
A ; ae 


LOIS 
Well... there was a museum robbery 
v’~thi8-morning. Even Superman missed 
v_w-—that~one. He was too busy with 
ie this. ‘ stripper! Ses seermeen ves seantanmesnimes ou 
k 


She s nape the phe 
7. 
ee PERRY 
wnat d they steal? 


t 


os down. Clark ‘s@ems " surprised’, : 


i ‘ 


“ ie LOIS 
A. meteorite. 
wo 1 
Eee ad PERRY 
nas <P Bo ring! Gil can handle it. 
4 


fon) 
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fi LOIS 
: ut Lex Luthor? 
Everyone turns. } 
7 “ cay eae 
: a f LOIS (CONT"D) 


He Finally wins his“fifteenth — 
appeal; now no one! knows where he 
is! He’s the one gyy’ who was crazy 
~~ enough to go up against~Supermany—""" = 
_-—~go-E’m sure he has sieges ae 
say. Why don't we track™ttimd 

i} PERRY 

Luthor’ is yosverdny s news. 


is rs 


——— a LOIS 


Then give Superman 85 someone else!” ; 
eres (thinks ) tase 
“polly! jiGive him to polly! 
Ley pees, 
i 
They look gut at; ene bullpen. Polly just | cena; 
Ser as , CLARK a 
bs ~-(whispers ) 
Jimmy, Lex Luthor’s” ‘out. of ae y 
es eee JIMMY 
oe ee wivee, (Whispers) 


Yeah, how much do you think that'd 

bother , Superman if he knew? .. 
meee : CLARK enamine Sassiaahesiny. Se eine 
# OP ices a 


Perry Sibel “the blinds. Sits at his desk. Speaks ; . They 
can ail *ell--he- si serious. The discussion is ove 
“| aa 
“PERRY 
a (quietly) 
77 __Lois?. Super. Man. =, 


if \ ‘ae Benes ete -epties OS 
\\ What abput the blackout? _ 


[RRS 
hy, 


FERRY i 
\_Kent?’ Blackout. 
i LOIS Shearcoane earnene 
Great. Thanks, Chief. af 
eo 
She storms” out? Clark goes after her. Only Jimmy is left. 
ae 
ea ' 
7 | 
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* PERRY ‘ 

i~~—~-—Whet-are you standing around for?! 

~~ Heute! a copy boy again if you 

‘ /don'tibring me one decent picture 
-" .Of him this week. | 


, 


- JIMMY + 
But Ch-- ae 
4, gf 

Perry holds up.a finger. I Nae: paswartcamsn oa 


Sea 
. JIMMY (CONT’ DJ 
I wasn’t gonna say it. 


175 INT. DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN 175 
Clark foliows Lois to her desk, She has her bac 
idee ot CLARK chivas aed cette 
____ bois? I’m sorry, I didn’t know-- 
OF pers i .f 
aere..; t ake 
She turns.:around, holding up a thick Stack of n - ‘her 


—— 
blackout research. eo 
Flee rears LOIS (CONT'D) 
- Take it! You wanted a way out of : 


the obits? Here you go. B 
CLARK ; 
aOR «0 £5 


ot really. Not #f- it*s-gojng-———; | 


i to,Bother-- 4 
“ a : ' * 
x, 7 I 


" /Bother pme? Of course not! =o J 


———— > . 
- Sige . Sas) 
(takes the files) 


. -Oh..good, because I’d hate it if 
“this” damaged our relation-- 


Le \\ ers 
Relationship!? Keep it up and we... 
won't have a relationship. 


TIT tn 9 tanh NETO mFS. Series a ARORA, 


® Ne, 


s, 


She slips_a pack of cigarettes into her .purse. Cilarkicnotlices. 


a Men 


Well, maybe this is something we Faia 
could.work on togeth-- 
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Loispsees a TV displaying an ‘image of SUPERMAN \ rains le a 
chaih-of- TWELVE OUNTAIN CLIMBERS. She rolis her and 
ca ae a K. 
. \ 
Ya} Los 
“ y gether, like old times? Bacon and 


“eggs? Death and Taxes¥ Lois and 
e Clark? ? 2 
_ (he nods) . 
_—Youtre sweet. You \Svraye-have-been =a 


/-—But you're just 0-5 


if <\ 
. ii JASON 
Ve Mommy y} - 
JASON “xuns” int . i i : os his—Hair. 
u into” her arms Shey Bahr smiles niles 


fs é RICHARD eee RE ee 
eer (holds up a re | ee 
i He got}an A in science, but 4D in Ge 
ogy, a we're doin Ssomething ; : 
, 


4 

VF 
ct 
i: 


i might .: it 4 

a poe) ' i 4 ; 
is rs LOIS i bts 
.__U‘At-keast one of usiis. car arcrraiam aS 


Richard notices Clark is holding Lois’ researon(A|| 
=. ' ors (CONT'D) 


.-—""“Ters your father. He just shoved eis 
Superman back into eames atl 


a) RT 


i CHARD perme rrcsirncaies om game ee sae, 
\ Honty/ you know Dad I'm sure: you —t 
n/tind a way to fhterview |} 

Saperman without bringing him back i 
P ees ry 


into yor life. = ~, aa 
ON TV; ae -TepOreey is surrounded by people ——. and 


telescopes, waiting for Superman to pass overhead 


“ aaa 
” 


sf A REPORTER 71( ON TV) 3 
wes mes : . 
( 7 mhese.t really ne os around it, 
i 


folks \\Superman i “yralrvoft-—"" — 
our lives! 1 
\ Hi ete nae 
sate ea tries a different approach: 
ans 
RICHARD _ 
How about this -- We'll stay ete, 
get dinner -~ I’ll help with cade 
§ nan, and you and Clark can 
sane ‘work on the blackout... together. 
iar a 
= n 
=I 
ia H 


4 + 


* + + + + + ee FH OF 


ee e+ F 


176 
177 
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Jasontt ‘s inhaler y Hoc nearly empty. Lois A. 


pulls| a new one opt of her purse and hands it to him She 
exhales~ ang | a= 
J RICHARD (CONT'D) 


oe Is. chat good for you, Clark? 


7 crank f 
Sounds swell! a 


kee wens at ee as ws 


Beat. Lois’ “and Richard look at “him. Did | he- ‘just 
| JASON 


: Look, mom, I got my flu shot! ; 
Se sors 
“pid it hurt? be BP Sarss oe ier 
a Sy GABON scat vale, Sue ae aS 
Diss coos Not_a_bit! = Pe 
Bi il i, 7 


i i 
fy LOIS 
_ Thats amy boy. 


wf 
ree 


OMITTED ~~" ee 176 


sain ep mee ct 
we 
a 
$ 
‘ 
if 
? 


INT. FACET - MAIN ‘CABIN - MOMENTS LATER 177 


Classical iiasiG@blares. A MAP “OF THE WORLD fills the frame. 
Lex stares at it, then places:ia PIN at the inter, of 
some LINES -- not: far from the Géast“of “METROP urns 
just as. WHACK! BITTY enters or SLAPS HIM. Hard. | 


i Coren oe 


~~ Pa ; ‘ 
t 44 ximty 
I was gonna Spaces” ny brakes :were 


Ks otit! Like we talked about! Pretend! i) 


g 


Wa ya didn’t have to actually-cut-— 
LEX 


~ Ofcourse I did. A man can always 
“tell when a woman is pretending. 


i 7 Espechally Superman \—————--- seer av 
she - 


bies to ine nes again, but. Lex-catches her-.arm. 
tries\to pull Away but he wens let go. hax cast¢ heya Jstern 


glare. “Sener pack 9’ down. 


megan 


KITTY is 
Did you get your dumb rock?” 


Lex nods and™ ‘smiies. Seductive. They move closer, “Like this 
is some ‘twisted flirtation. 


178 
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”m Fj KITTY (CONT'D) ' | * 
__—hat-afe those lines? 
cn eS 
ee }i LEX 
.*” Phose ‘ines? 
“Nee ORITTY 
Yeah... 
ode : F rary 
re, LEX ween mms TY 
_-These’lines are the intersection of 
three of the world’s largest-----~ 
tectonic plates. Ask me about the = 
pin. 2} ; . 
® LEX 
' --fhev~pin is where we're “going. ee nee 
i i} GRANT (0.S.) . o 
Mr. Luthor, they're about to start! : 
Lex is clearly—annoyed by the intrusforn:~ a a 
_ Thankyou, Grant. : 
a ef then) 5 
Duty calls, Ms. Kowalski. We’1ll nt 
talk more about Chis Lather vons. eee 
Lex leaves. Kitty, leans against,.the-wall ,..winded-, : 
an Y . oe if i i. 
int. YACHT 7 “BRIDGE : i 178 
oF : fa : » | 
CLOSE ON! HE METEORITE sitting on © weeuntextop. * 
unrematkable.Brown, rocky, ut the’ size of a.f : * 
* 


WHACKT-a rarye piece of the outer shell is chip 


Reveal STANFORD holding the wedge and hammer. 


: Fa 
at the cracked “meteorite’s inner layer. A FAINT (Akt * 


appears: inside: -KRYPTONITE. : ‘ 
f A 5 4 * Mer ieeserermree er eee 
Amazed, Stanford weaches for his Geiger counter and takds a * 
reading. It SQUEALS loudly. mot re a er a 
etd SANFORD i § . 
~~" ( stunned) as en vi 
Four thousand millirems. .. Womws--* ame + 
Lex smiles. re eastern . 
ee 
ee CUT TO: 


179 
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INT. DAILY PLANET,- BULLPEN - THAT NIGHT \ | 179 
re f : 


The dgfice, rome and mostly empty. Just a few 
stragglersi| JIMMY) is at a computer, going througi_varions 
photos. All \of them show blurry shapes and streaks. _/ 


a X , 


i. oe 
Crap. ; t 
1, ” 7 
Yi CLARK Otc eee 
What's, wrong? a 
aad AN . "Seer sseee etme nies aor 
Clark. is at the nearby water cooler. ~ 


14 i! 


oN af TIMMY . 

‘, “~-—Bher"giry just moves too fast. I 
“haven't gotten one decent shot. 

: : — CLARK 

es: Keep-at it. He's gotr-to~stow~down' ~~ 

aaah (pis | ac i | t : 


CLANG! Clark turns, sees JASON|wearing 4 trashcaf pm\his 
head,’ nampag “around the office like A giant mofiste He 
slams into a-pole but keeps on going... ; 


, _ JASON. ie 
” nun ARAARRABRAAARRRRR ! 

Jimmy, ‘is he... Okay? an 5 yee 
a Fi : “ 


——— I JIMMY 5: Sipeeomengratanin igh asec eee! 
ta Year, he’s fine. A #ew weird !: _ 
px gies, asthma--ibut the kid’s 
Ve a long way since he was born. me & 


| CLARK a 
Land you mean? 


Well... - 
f eo —~~4 Quieter ) i 
{ Miss Bane doesn’t like-to-talk.~..- 
| about fee but Jason was born a 
premature. They-weren’t-sure 


sight, but Jason sealed the deal” 
GOT-#IM! 


aa a“ i * 
Jimmy excitedly zooms into a photo of a skyscraper. Sighs. 
Taree 
SL 


“I 


‘ 
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A 5 JIMMY (CONT’D) ' | 


1 = 
v 


Nevermind. Just a window washer. 


{ 

Veena 
ON THE OTH SIDE OF THE BULLPEN 
A WORLD MaP-is sprawled on Lois’ desk. She's noti e TIMES 
and places that the blackout was. recorded. Usin times , 


she’s’ drawn a series of concentric circles, get er to 
the origin point of the blackout. 


ee es LOIS — a a 
oe Weird: :.If these en eg) 
looks Bike the blackout spread from 


<3 a specific origin point. 
ote eee RICHARD ~ a=, 
-... Where? : oy 

= ’ bors 

mae Tw neét sure yet. . esa aes Site eal y 

ee N cit x 
Richard sits across from her, flipping through px old 
articles and research about Superman. 

--? RICHARD ia 


-" g9 with the superhearing, does he 
hear each sound by itself, or 
everything all at once? 


ts ei eae mh 
(focused on work)... 1 os 2 nee 
a Both. | : : 


1 Pee aap mney: sane pan ememmreneamt 


Acrosé the room, Clark PERKS oP, listening to t 
ea ‘ 4 


eee RICHARD i 
/ _Ae's certainly a lot tallex-than~ 
/ thought. : 


yy 
. LOIS 
_.--Six-two and three quarters. 

fen RICHARD , 

if I love\‘that he can Séé"through”"”” — ry 
\\ anything. I'd have fun with that. 
oo ~~ / LOIs - 

~~ ‘Emirks; under her breath) | 


“~pnything but lead. 


“+ RICHARD ae 
I -bet_he’s-- , 
a? - ot a . 


oe we 
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7 LOIS 


eameiennee le know-it-all) 
| dred and twenty five pounds, 
u faste VFehan a speeding bullet, 
_dnvuln rable to anything but 
ae Kryptonite, and he never lies. 


RICHARD § f 
_Kryptonite? ae 
a i Shey canreanaccmee sect: 
ok LOIS e,, 


“Radioattive pieces Of “tram 
homeworld. It’s deadly... to him. 
ii 
Se “/ RICHARD 
“Wow: “'Sounds like the perfect guy. 


ae 


ae ; RICHARD (CONT™D 
aa | alts pers) 

7 ky hiw tall would you say C 
3?) | 


, i i Vt 
i ; as we eee LOIS BON ERE er: eo 
I don’ t know, maybe aix_two, Six-) Ses 
three. 
ott ae shed ' RICHARD ae 
Aroundiitwo hundred pounds? sy | 
f : LOI s " CP OETA IMEI RET HERD UIAPIY AY Oe AI “9 Dn 4 ; 
: aooBurey” ‘why? § arrnnanerrtmemnnm ements: 
She Pooks at” “RiGhard. Richaral! ‘looks at Glark. Love 
Richard BOTH- ‘look at Clark. Wondering. .} ; | 


a ae a, 
IN THE’ BACKGROUND}: Clark looks up, smiles Tervo} E hard 
starts Traugning=* y pl 


—— 


x LOIS eae 
ue . Cures. 
He stands up. x Sees her on ché~heaamsmttesr~ 
| Pee SRO seen heer 
ws, /j_ RICHARD | | 7 
ys. tLimmy;,’ Jason -- letits go get these 
“s.... intrepid reporters something to 


“keep them going, okay? cae be 
“ + Baynerenvactaraemeatts tale 
_“t JASON wt ad 
Burrrrritos| RAAARRR! 


Jimmy: ana Sason join him and they leave the room. Their 
absence. ~creates an uncomfortable silence. 
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Just Lois and Clark. Alone. He keeps stealing Ramee, jerrins 
to come up with something to say. Surprisingly, \phe beats him 
to ifs | ; 
“$0. Have you found a place to live 

y c Y yee? F ; . : 
of nat os 
f CLARK, 
e No. I’m still looking: 


Pia SN! soem re ene erinL THM 
oe ™~ LOIS woege 
ag 7 Where’ve you been spénding..your-._—. - 
nights2 > 


f } 
A i ! | CLARK 
Vs Obs “here and there. 


Clark looks at his notepad. It’s.just scribbling is, 
I’ve .been meaning to tell you something... I ha ing 
important..to_say.i..” He stares ,-wanting- so-much 

everything, He stands up and walks toward her de 


sf {| | ay Ly 
She doesn’t | look; up. Clark takes off his iglasse 
straightens. up,~taking on his: Superman persona. 
wo Ne aa [rene ae 
_ CLARK (CONT’D) 


Lois, there's something I’ve been _ ( 
: wanting to tell-- 


¢ 


oo ana tween atowee: owes xi LOIS . . 
(net looking up), 
Hey, I‘m gonna run downstairs’ f6r" 


i some fresh air. : anh 
Se a aan 
She: gtabs ea purse ’ spilling:things all over thé MAKE- 
UP, a smal/’tape recorder, and a PACK OF CIGARETTS 
ee os 
aon es, 


H Cc. 
Lo Swerrt8 was kind of important-- wl 
3 


She gathers everything up, absentmindedly stuffi 

recorder--into~a_ coat pocket, and when she looks 

glasses’ are-back.on. “ ; 
i, \ Benes nenanmntnepascneiten monies enn 
if \ LOIS 2 

\ Oh. Well, you can tell.me-when Be-" ~ 

ww get back, okay? 


She darts-for-the door. Clark watches her:get in 
elevator, and Lowe his glasses. pe pees ie 


X-RAY POV: Lois“in the elevator, but it’s going-UP; not DOWN. 
He smiles,.then-tooks at an open window. 
a“ a yee . 
= — 
eee 
aarti ea r 
S| 


i 


180 
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EXT. pant PLANET‘ROOF - NIGHT | 180 
A pus EE TE of the Daily Planet roof. The 
ill nated: GLOBE seems to light up the sky. 


peer ee “DESCENDS. onto LOIS, standing against a l 
looks ye her shoulder, a gure she’s alond; 


removes a cigarette from her fpurse and smiles. 
long time, She flicks a lighter, but just as she es it: 
to the pe ere ec VWOOSH! the’ Eteme~is—biewn-—ou 

Lois Ties again. It goes out ene awnmees es at $ 
lighter harder and it drops out of her hand. She Knh@els’ down, 


looking for it. -: 
NN ——, : 
ae s SUPERMAN 110.5. ) 
ag Uy ’ 


You know, you really shouldn't 


* smoke, .Miss Lane. ; eee ee 

SHE LES and_ 1c jTd0ks up. SUPERMAN, ‘is ‘landing’ on on aa 
b ‘ sare pSUPERMAN |(coNr’ D) | G q] 
et i cas e ts 


— LOIS 
I’m fine. Really. I’just. wasn't 
Xs expecting. +. you. 


ee 


She straightens-up, composes herself. He hops down, steps 
closer. She steps back. It’s ewkward. Both seem y 
want to say so much to each other+-- veer tne ce esl 


$ i 
——oe jw coeamrecemens cooeeSUPERMAN 
0, Mineren> 7 Or i: I’m-~ |: 


oe 


Beat. — 4 . . _; Al! 
t LT Beare Makin t 
£ See LOIS (CONT’D) 

You fist. 


grins! SUPERMAN 
-<4m, Sorry. For perce like that. 


( wien ait 2 the press ¢ on thé’ planer 
wasn't/Bure if it was the best time | 
for , ‘to talk. 7 


Beat. pean ie eontuneds then reaticent 


rea hn. 


6 LOIS acne: 
oh right. The plane. Well, there's -- 
no press around now -- except: for 

_-~"" me; of -course. : 
a. x 
ip Saat 
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st know; some people are asking a lot 
i of _ questions, now that I’m back, 

if tand I:think it’s only fair that I 

“ answer... those people. 


: #t LOIS 
’ (disbelief) 
So you're here for... an interview? 


Wi? 
= — 
S 


ce tee 


LOIS (CONT'D) 1 


ot (sighs) : 
cae Okay then. An interview it is. 
NL Sele oeaee : ? . 
She reaches into her purse, looking for the TAPE ‘Re ORDER. He 
looks her over. oa cigtohe gees Rednie areiame sar 
"Semasmre ss we eaten mceeee omman.et LOIS (CONT“D)y~ tere em 
_------Where-did I put that thing...) ; 


, 


ce : SUPERMAN 
"\. -Coat--pocket. 


rae ts LOIS ee 
Huh? : 
nets? ne SUP! \ 
~ - (he tape recorder. It’s in your is 
left coat pocket. eR yen comsed 
Lois just. smiles. She turns the: tape recorder.on., { 
‘— 7 ba jnnd 


aa ae A t— 
Yet?s start with the big question. NE 
Ps tn 7 


pe did you go? nce my 
iS! SUPERMAN 


To Krypton. 


we LOIS 
“ .-~ But-you told me it was destroyed. 
if Ages ago. : re . 
vy ie 
uy ¢) SUPERMAN 0 
ow I did /It was. But when they . 
.eHOught they might have found it... 
“-~.J-.-fust had to be sure. 


seme gem emir hes spanenaamapete sagt 


re, 
ape et aterm ene 


ied LOIS ‘ ae es, 
{almost sarcastic) ee 
_- So what, you just built a spaceship 
_- and took off? 
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_ SUPERMAN ‘ | 
Igrew it. 
ae LOIS S 
7 Oh. Naturally. Well what did you 
SUPERMAN{ 
Nothing -- the new rs were b 
7 Wrong, The fragment Ost: Si 
“_- had~been irradiated the i 


explosion of Krypton’s 


me.) got, the weaker it made 
me 
wv 


cage eee 3): a S 
~ +----""(concerned ) t : 
Kryptonite. a : Nee Ne RE RECN ‘Dori em arennem, nit 

ie ey Be pe SUPERMAN ; f” coca aes | i ae om 
panama t = 


79. 


ee 


ri ame a didn’t mak jit beak 
Beat. \Lois’ “seems /genuinely af ected eS 


LOIS — i. pees 
And: now, that you are Parks do you 
: we. CXpect-*things to return to the way 
‘they, were? For everyone to welcome 


you-- i | 
A sue rteares wert paretrens te” vars AM WALA art te Leer ee 


iv wa CUES HEL CFL) fF ecenrrennnninmeny panmnnrermace 


Jp nee as 


“af T read“the scticie,[iois. ‘why ithe - 
Wo: ee Doesn‘t Need perman’. a 
| 


es LOIS. we, = [4 

Te Z8o_did} lot of people. Tori6rrow AG 

at ey’re giving me the 7 
Pulitz for it. 


ote a 


Ps ~. SUPERMAN ; 
7 Why did you write Pe 


— 


es 


Lois Blicks the tpe recorder {OFF . 


“Remar eaari me ers EN Avi tae eognmnemnaneTY 


a ee 
“\__How, ould you S aialins like that? 


_ ies 


Beat. He’s eanght off guard. Teens 


eal LOIS (CONT’D) ms 
_-Clark $ ys the reason you left 

ee .without saying goodbye is because 
Pee ~it was too unbearable for you. 


== (MORE ) 
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LOIS (CONT’D) 
(beat ) 
Personally, I think that’s a load 


a 
v= hy santeaast | 


: x4 LOIS 
a ae one. Just a guy; 4 work with. 


SS SUPERMAN: © i 
f “Maybe. Clark’ s right». 


if ta. long beat) 
I’m sorry I I hurt you, Lois. 


a i 
~ a a LOIS 
* —ter didn’t hurt me ~~ you didn’t 
hurt any of us. You {just helped us ~ 


find the strength tot take-care-of——-— , 
ts ourselves. That’s why I wrote the 
een article. The world Kpesert- “REECE Beer 
avior, : 7 ! 


i Yi ¥ | E 5 z 
it : : 
Beat .| \He reaches! iout for her.! Clearly Lois is na Lig 
about) ‘the. AyORLAG / ishe is es | about herself. : 

— va NU? Ree a rome J 


— SUPERMAN .., Ue 
Lois, will you come “with me? 
ae OES 
: SUPERMAN « escent 


i Phere!g something I want,to, show. 


your Please. i if i 


Lois sighs~, ‘phriosity now piqued, she steps close: a 
rn wet eae t 
i LoIs arama 


<—Feent be gone long. wet 


SUPERMAN 
pes “You ~won't be. 5 


Lois idoks off per heels and praces-her-feet- on 
She i eae at Pa) trying to reaalt strong. 


cf 
ai 


Ne? LOIS Y 
See iow, My--- UM... Richard, ‘ ‘is a 


6t. He takes me up all the: time. 


£ SUPERMAN EE era 
Noe-Tike this. Nala 


Lois ee ana GASPS. They're already fifty feet above 
the rooktop She grabs on tighter. So does he. 


ee 
s 
j 


181 


182 


183 


184 


RED SUN - Dougherty & Harris 1/12/05 FOURTH DRAFT fa) 81. 
They rise alenes past the clouds, until the city Besonps a 
1 fl Lois closes her eyes, memorie¥ flooding 


2 oe a 
ko FA forgot how... warm... you are. 


‘He. “ee and_-they finally stop high above the 
f 
Ext. SKY - CONTINUOUS : o 181 


% Pan 


It's tet, foiay alent and still. Lois ‘looks around 


“A SUPERMAN 


\ What de} you hear? % 

. ; 
Ss LOIS : 

_ oeeeena ‘It's quiets ; 

ac. : SUPERMAN | 

; 7 “DoTyou" ‘know what I hear; Lois?.- ~ = 

| ——~- rhear, everything. All the good and 

+ 11 the’ bad in this! ‘world. eo 

\\ \ (beat) (3 
\-¥ot-eaid that the world: doesn’t 

“._ meed_a savior -- but ‘every ‘day. er . 


““—“‘hear people crying for one. 


DIS TO: 


i ene an nar renee 


EXT. SKIES’ - - MOMENTS LATER ‘ ‘ 182 
SUPERMAN AND LOIS’ appear over ‘a blanket “of” stars \ (Bue ai 


something-_strange happens -- Superman.reaches_out. and s 
to TO! arfield. It RIBPLES under, his 2 yl Qa 
ew 


realize at tee Just a reflection. They’ re; a 
inches ov e RIVER. a 
oe . - Fy 
They ‘1 into = FOG BANK, and we” noes - 
| oe 


EXT..: SKIZS' OV OVER-LOIS'’ HOUSE - CONTINUOUS 183 
i nn, ; 
Supe: n and Lois\descend £ronl ‘the clouds; float? : 
grac tilly over her house. It’s dark, lit only by moon] Bhe. 
He turns to her and smiles -- ‘she smiles. back. 
EXT. SKIES “METROPOLIS - MOMENTS LATER. 184 
Td 


Even at night, Metropolis’ majestic towexs. are bathed in 
golden light. Superman and Lois soar over and between them, 
lights shinmering i ion their faces. 


185 
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He takes her soak flying just over the lights \¢ roles — 


On th ew people notice and look up. ekly 
weyee eA 


Superman ‘pulls. td the right and takes her strai owards a 
tall building. Lois braces in fear, but they qui j 
upwards. He: puris her close, and they slowly tu 
wrapped in each other’s arms jas they rise upwart 
RLeweanee in eke middle of the,-air. 


—_ 


eA 

They rise. peak “the BULLPEN window, and we see RE JASON, 
and JIMMY entering with food. Stipexma: é 

of the building. \THE DAILY PLANET globe appears De 


EXT. DAILY PLANET! - ROOFTOP 185 
THEY LAND gently on the roof. "Bois looks deeply. ik 

eyes, faces just inches apart. “They “both-carr-see, ing. 
This is the moment. Lois begins. to MOVE CLOSER st as 
her Lips” -are “about to touch hievs+" tot } away . 


ee 
! i LOIS : ; 

Oh God's I shouldn’ t have: I’m he I-- 

_ ~~ almost to herself) 

i have a family. I‘m.a noth 


. SUPERMAN 
_. 2 now é: 
eh LOIS te 
So you realize, that, you . and MC een Yr 
We're, . "J mean... We. can’ t-- A 
——— y 5 pete om penmeermenevermewrie 2 . i 
————-—3 SUPERMAN } i 
Know. é H 
ve fe i 


He smiles,,and it, breaks her heart. Heat.\.. 
oo apie 
. SO will I still see you? Around? 


: SUPERMAN . 
_-—-Tm-always around. Goodnight, Lois. 


/ \ meee eee net permet 


He turns, about to take off again... 


, f. } * ‘ 
ww Sasa LOIS < ie 
% __Wait.*- ‘ i 
Beat. She looks as if she wants to say. ‘sométhinglelse- 
Something a ean oo 


ae LOTS (CONT'D) 
_Névermind. Goodnight. 


186 


187 
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rman rises into the air and Mis es aN 


Lois !watches un he’s gone, then takes a deep breath. She 
almogt faints. a n, but manages to stay on her a 
@ rooftop door. Shoeless. 


And With that, S 


) 186 
aod 
Lois igtands in the Kiavater: her. hair biden ‘by -- 
her outfit rumpled. She’s beyond frazzled. The 
Superman..put her on edge, but this experience iil apegiutely 


pushed. her over. DING! The oor Speny: O 5 
INT. DAILY Pam BULLPEN - CONTINUOUS 


are setting_out. “food. Gaaneieed: Clark appears 
desk, stealing: “awkward glances at Lois. 


: RICHARD | 
Ses Sucaeoe beet for Clark..~De. you~wan 
: : __bhe veggie wrap or the tofu, honey? 


, i } 2 
i i i: _LOIs i 
“Boney” beef. ray 
4 ToT eae 
Bee Cee RICHARD 
What? 


She snaps “out of it : 


LOIS 
Sorry. : ‘Veggie. I! i: have’ the’ veggie’ 


‘a ; ee 


t/ cee Bata 2 ee 
Richard piaree? “sees her wind=blown hair.; Clark Yaka 
his burrite, , Watching their exchange. - i } 


we Le J. RICHARD aia 
7ynere have you been? Ce 


LOIS 
“Twas just on the roof, getting 
_-~gome,, air. 


from 


Be eceere ewe erat uae pareve aneatee S 
She les, tryin g to finesse the interaction. He looks,yjat 
her, te: more suspicious than. before. woe ey 


ie af RICHARD 
Peo meat me the truth, Lois. 


She trembles, nervous. ov si 


am 
- 


a at RICHARD (CONT‘D) 
_-Have you been smoking? 


oo 


os Se 
~ 
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187A INT. DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN — THE NEXT DAY. ; | 187A 


WHOOSH! PAGES come out of a printer and are 
grak a ale hand. We get a glimpse of ( 
the ‘page$ move /through the Daily Planet -- it’? 
with SUPERMAN.” _ 7 


. : ee * hy ee ie 
We FOLLOW the pages... 
if 


188 INT. DAILY-PLANET ~ PERRY'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS../ ‘188 


...aS-they DAND\on a DESK. Perry‘s.desk_He—pi 
takes a single Qlance at it ~- and up at Lois. 


i 
wn, ot PERRY 
~~ --Is-this real? 
Lois just stares at him. It’s“realse -) mee: 
ine oon ener PERRY (CONT'D) weneven, wats oes 
i... Howld tyou find him?: 
ron | 
iy af i LOIS 
cle Gr. ‘Bef ind me. Ste 
ag mot PERRY 


Great. I can't wait to read-- 


Ae ere 4 LOIS 
penny meee ve (sweetly ) 


So, Mr. White. About that 


- blackout... enti 
i el e Sena, ern ices aint 


, Lois; this is the biggest night of 
_“your life, have you picked out a 
Odd Something snazzy I... NK 

a panne | 


A LOIS 
It just feels a little weird, 


winning for that article. It 
uo “@oesn’t seem right anymore. 


pe tm 


A \ PERRY 0 Seeesee eee ct teers eed 
; t 


f Wha agonia seem right? 
\t f } : " ‘ 
oN Pas LOIS : 
\ Getting an award for an article 
~...ailed ‘Why the world doesn’t need 
Superman. ' ; aan 


(Bolds up the newspaper) © ieee 
When according. to this paper, they +--~"" 


* 


tt OF 


189 


190 


191 


192. 
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PERRY | 


| i litzer Prizes are like 
puget aes Awards. Nobody remembers 
i What you got one for. Just that you 
_ * got one. 
Snsemie LOIS oe, 
But-- foi 
ae haa PERRY 2 mene ¥t 
~This night's for you, Lois. Just | ll 7 ) 
enjoy’ it. I’m sure Kerts. 
ace ‘ 


EXT. ARCTIC SKIES/- SAME TIME ez 189 
NORTHERN LIGHTS shimmer in the grey sky. Supermanhseerrs 
through them... rae nr pana ne 

EXT. FORTRESS“OF SOLITUDE - SAME~TIME™*™; ¢————~\~ 190 


oe ee ee oo Zz it 
...towards tthe fottress on the ‘ice below! 
INT. FORTRESS -OF SOLI - SAM ok “491 
sabes’ TUDE - SAME TIME’ a 9 
Superman lands inside his fortress. Ca 
occu neuae; SUPERMAN 
. Father.’ I know it’s been a long 


time since I’ve come to you... | i 
(beat) SN aummeettts a yeetennenersietanemmmamer mat a 
I‘ve never felt so alone. i 


ae ee feet ene, mamma rmwn, 
His: voice echoes."in the vast chamber, but there ie cette 
Ce ~ it 2 
oe SUPERMAN (CONT'D) : | ie 
7 Mather? ot 


He agbvoscnei Us| console. The crystal has bee 
VOICE ECHOING THROUGH THE ARCTIC LIKE THUNDER: 


. SUPERMAN (CONT’D) 
Ge ee eet as 


INT. DAILY PLANET BULLPEN - LATER 


on pee ere sane 


eer : * see 
: LOIS (ON PHONE) * ee 
Department of Water & Power please. .- 
od { 


waren, 


a 


Jimmy holds. up’ the two gowns. She points to the blue one. He 
hangs“it on a coat rack behind her desk. 


bhee =< = 
™~ 


193 
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LOIS (CONT’D) ° | 


s is Lois Lane from the 
lanet, I was wondering if-- 
at; rolls her eyes) 

is a very nice man-- But I 


i* blackout... 


Jimmy resappears holding a DRY ERASE BOARD that * 
: - a RICI 'S LATE -- TUX ‘Nor. ARY_AT_C: * 
YOU PICK UP JASON FROM SCHO' - * 
i ; 
Lois looks at it,/ nods, and waves Jimmy away. = * 
ee, _— ‘. 
MOMENTS “LATER: ve Pa 
Still: on the phone, Lois has the gown on, and i on a 
pair of-earrin i eaters aS * 
im m4 td 
iF il | LOIS (ON PHONE) (CONT'D) * 
Ve $0 the/puptown grid went dark at 
‘ ets /j/and mid-town: ten seconds... 
. ,before. So which grid was HD bene” ~ 
—" first? ; 5 
_ (pauses ) 
‘: You'refsure. Nothing before that? 
{eR Thatikyou very much. 
She hangs up. Staring at the map of METROPOLIS, §& d Ss one 
last circle over:, a DOWNTOWN RIVERSIDE PROPERTY™ \i 
(oe ee LOIS (CONT’D) ~~ ae: sears 
ees. 7 : 
a int Aa 
She pul e map off of the bulletin_pboard, Lois Oks at 
the cle¢k“on the fvall -- and panics. Tt “s~4330. Jhe-gasps. 
LOIS (CONT'D) as * 
Jason! * 
: aes 
EXT. SCHOOL—~ AFTERNOON 193 


Sasor| (stands a de with a TEACHER. A CAR pulls up. It/# 
Lois.\\She honks agd waves. ae a 


\ Mp: ee 
Soc at LOIS i 
~—Get in! 
Jason toddles over and jumps into the car. ‘The teacher bends 
down, waving at’ Lois through the window. a 
a a Pa 
Fes 
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TEACHER 
ulations, Miss Lane. Say hi 
, \ rman for. me! 
\ } i 


vw 


\. 
Gs ese 


LOIS — 
oe ieee politely) 


194. INT. CAR - ~MOMENTS LATER sso 194 


Lois diver white checking the map. 


ao JASON 
vO You weve late. 
an et LOIS 


““Sofry honey, I know. Daddy's 


. waiting for us at the office” “wlth” 7. 
A. _your snit. We’re just, going to make Ss 
a quick stop first. it~ ; 


(aoa ae 


‘ 7 5 . 3 
| | JASON. if 
ca Avpayd to wear a suit? J 
195 ‘es see bien] 


INT. CAR.~’ LATER ee 195 


Jason, looks out the car window at the vanaeior (ASL 


? : Where are we? Is this sel Pulitzer? 


Se cee aCe RN rR ne 


act ncell phone. ‘rings. The CALLER ID says DAILY PLANET! She 
silengss- } 1 See penn 
ee £ i eae 
Pa LOIS : : 
/ Nope. Mommy just needs to as ze i] 
people; rsome questions, the mt 
It rings again, this time displaying RICHARD. ‘ohe at 
it, Shen Serene the phone in rhe glove box. C 
( Can I if ay in the car? 
\ we ree aeneg gett 
- LOIS ; : 
: Seta! your life. = 
196 EXT. VANDRniOrra ESTATE - FRONT DOOR - MOMENTS 196 


_7) ~~ gpson 
‘ Moiimy-r, who lives here? 


ee 


we LOIS 
~~lr We! re about to find out. 


™ 
wo, 


N 


a 


198 


199 


199A 
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LoisnRINGS the bell. No one answers. She ee 
then heare—somet ing -- MUSIC. Coming from behi, m. She 
turng-and..sees—THE YACHT docked near the house he 
music is definitely coming from it. 
eee, LOIS (CONT'D) 
Come’ on. Pa 


INT. YACHT — ENTRANCE 
a Renee os swan! 


Lois and-Jason quietly walk on board, st 

beer ‘bottles and pizza boxes. They’ 

one seems to be around. 

_ JASON. 

“Are we trespassing? 
LOIs Go eels he AoA, of 

Yes. No. I mean ‘shh’. 


INT. ‘YACHT |= CORRIDOR - CONTINUOUS ce 

Le eee eee | 7 
Following the music, Lois and Jason descend a ste = 
enter a long corridor. The music abruptly~stop BOtS a 
doorway, ahead,~slightly ajar. aml : 


INT. YACHT - WARDROBE ROOM 199A 


They enter a room filled with fine suits, shoes, jewelry and 


R 


other expensive items. Lois looks at everything xed. 


: JASON (0:S.) 
Oso Er like the curly ones~- ek eccaeaaaeS 2 


Vv 


Jason is pointing at something on a shelf. Lois 
and her eyes suddenly WIDEN in fear: ; A 

rae i r of ; al ht 
IT'S X MANNEQUEN’S HEAD. Wearing a TOUPEE. it je of 
many; all neatly\lined up in rows. 


Aoees LOIS 
7. quietly) 
‘7 , oh non ‘ Mase cma ak ap pene menepaee TRE: 


She backs away, staring at the wigs. Terrified,. 
«wae “/ — JASON 
.... Mommy, what's wrong? 

F : LOIS nee: on geckos : 

Oh no." (No no no... at i 


THE ENTIRE ROOM suddenly jolts. We hear the ship’s engine 
rumble. Lois runs to a small window and looks outside. 


eh 
= 


RED SUN ~ Dougherty & Harris 1/12/05 FOURTH DRAFT fa) 89. 


THROWGH THE WINDOW, we see the ship pulling away from = 
LOIS (CONT'D) 
ee At show d’'ve known this was a bad 
whdea./Come on, we've got to get out 


oo ae of “Here. 


; o 
Lois igrabs Jason and rushes £o the door, but ju 
opens it, She SHRIEKS. She’ st face to ace with 


BALD, wearing . a bathrobe, wit th. 
fs ay LOIS (CONT ’D)~~- 
t Lex Luthor? 


\. }j / LEX 


TS" -~(4oothbrush in eure) 
boi Lane... 


: “earns mien ore 121 AER IR 


200 INT. (YACHT — MAIN; ROOM - MOMENTS LATER 200 


iomreca ras a as Bae eas 
Lois | and-ga on-sit in the middle of the UN avieh road 


surrdunded| by thé thugs and Kitty. Lex ‘+ pacing7@ ound them, 
star ng at/ hed gon. se ty I i : 
anced ina it wot ee . 


. reat: arene 


Ses ae bats your name? nag 
fet JASON 


"I’m not supposed to talk to 


! 
"Strangers. A é 
; : ‘lemme Renae Bee | 


bate Kid. Smart 600s ssseicineet acme 


po a LOIS Bi i J 
Danks. - a 
oo ae Zea UEEe. Pople 


———“But~ not really a stranger, am 
I? I méan, this is like a little 


gerne en fh king her over ) 
C nod POE areas, Ro 
a ee 


I lové/your ship. How'd you oat it? 
Swindle some old widow out of: her 
“-—qMoney ? 


Kitty laughs. Lex! s eyes narrow. 

wee ex 
“ .AFe you fishing for an interview, 
Me Ea Miss Lane? 


Ms od 


So, 
erate 
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LOIS 
een a while since you were a 
-headi ne. Maybe it’s time people 
2 knew | our name again. 
# We Oe j LEX 


i ‘Ohy- they will. Heys didn’t you win 

1 the Pulitzer for my favorite 

. article? “Why the:World Doesn’t 
.-— Need Superman?” MM er sf 


Coe ‘\ Ma 

io ao LOIS Sat a6 ye uct 

: (glances at her watch) ~ : 

bu Not yer. 

wa yi 
Beat ~.. Lex-censiters his optiens. Lois looks ar room: 
A METAL.BOX.on the fireplace: mantel. A pad and near A 
FAX MACHINE. Finally: owner 


ene ae Peepers 
einai ‘We-do, have some daa: to Kill. among 


- ipeher jiehings. 7 : 
He hands. her-the pad and pencil. - on 


: ‘ i LEX (CONT’ D) cous 
Your tools? 
Lois: takes the items, sits down. 
. LEX (CONT!D). 


Do yeu know what posthumous means? “\ | 


i————7 +  gason if 
i Ns. ; i 
wee LEX ot Noe 
eZ wt. 
b Lois): 


What do you know about crystals? 


PL: LOIS 
yy 7” They. make great chandeliers. = 
Lex drops a book’ fin her lap. 


s, 
, 


m Pa ri LEX a. 
S70 are like beautiful 
“~~viruses... absorbing from their. 

environment in order to grow..---= 


Lois flips through the hook: The images poreeapond to what 
he’s saying. Shélooks up to see Lex holding the WHITE 
CRYSTAE stolen from the Fortress of Solitude. 


mL 
ts 
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s the seed of a redwood 
n the case of a redwood 
seed, the energy needed to grow 


LEX (CONT’D). 
ts stal may seem unremarkable, 
Tee 


“Gomes ‘£rom sunlight. -In the case of 
fs crystals like this one, it’s 
\/ radiation. H 


om LOIS st .. 
Pe . Radiation? Crystals?, aieighty. 


’ LEX 
ca Drawing from Earth’s radiation, it 
Ve might grow to a certain extent, but 


-mever really reach-it'’s full 
.potential. That's how our mutual 


. friend in tights made his Aretieo-~-~- - a 

Se 
Lois ifoesn‘t answer. Lex smiles. Back to! subjec 

ve CMe EEX ants H 


io... To really prosper, this-erys al 


“" “needs to be nurtured by material = =<... 
from its natural environment-- 
A. Material with a specific level of 


radiation from a weg: specific 


7" ° source-~- Krypton. . 
ee ok ialice cael ties — 


Nw Buk. eeypton doesn’ t exist, ANYMOLe.. eal 
ee, ie ‘aaa 


ey 


Aoees e, 


LEX ; 
Peres it does. Sort of. In! 


Lf “ weeny tiny pieces scattered.” \..., 
va _througfiout the galaxy. Ge cet S 
LOIS 


Kryptonite? That's lethal to Super-- 


o . ~~ 2 
She. stops ‘herself. 5 Jj 
i7 i ~ y : i emerenmmes sense sanaeerenmne niaemennenimn) 
| 


i LEX 4 ‘ 
a To Superman? It is? Well; goshr--"-/". 
Eee Thanks - ‘for that Little tip! 


eo aon 


oe 


LEX (CONT’D (CONT 'D) wt 
Just“kidding. I already knew. Now, “~~~ 
aaa mé.about the pin. 
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j KITTY ; 
ts —— “4 
ie uy LEX 


._-That-pin is where I'm going to 
7» plant it! 


me, 


is - ; 
Lois! gets up for a closer ldok, “just as Lex pu 
MAP that shows A HUGE LAND MASS not far from the/roast of : 


Metropelis. ~ we 
if i‘ ic : LOIS a 
of (stunned ) 
aN You're! building... an island? 
AN ae : 
b ieecars ra LEX : 


“Growing it, actually. And it's not... 
just an island. It*s an entirely 
a new continent. Virtually nn  csaeeneenl| 
i—"--"T adestructible, self-sustaining, 
| -—~ “anid “already imbued}with technalogy 


‘| 'lightyears beyond our own. For lack 
1\ /Jof a better name, it's Krypton. An a 
\\_e extinet world, reborn on our own... 


WS ow a aE 


7 ys 


-Are-you getting all this? Pa 


Lois eyes the map, noticing a series of FAULT 
which run.under..Metropolis. 


As Lex is talking, Jason and Brutus are making each 
other (Think: Brody and his son .in.JAWS,..but<+ e) 
q c 3 ; 
Na ie Lors ferent cana omens 
if Buk that’s the intérsection of} over 
a’ dozen fault lined. If you built 


“something there, you could cause an 


fe in Metropolis! <<“. ; 
ye Ea , ae) 
: ¥il he 


Lex fs-taugning go hard he can’t control hims 
suddenly stops. “ 
| i re 

pw You™re. not seeing the big picture.  \\ 

if Here. ‘Let me enlarge it’ for you." 

ui sh 5 

ia : SE re cae caeester sean 3 dP 
Lex pylls a SECOND MAP down that shows. WAVES radiatiag 
outward from the’intersectiony Lois blanches. 


ra 


ia 


ao a 
LEX (CONT’D) sails 
It won!t just be an earthquake-tr ae 
Metropolis. Psa 
see pox (MORE ) 
ee 
a a“ , 
MN TF 
ie oe 
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LEX (CONT’D) 
It will be a chain of Earthquakes 
that will eventually radiate 


a ener and shift the mid Atlantic 
if » ridgei sending 500 foot waves from 
.* the tip of Europe to’the Horn. of 

“ « Africa. 
te ~~ beat) 


ned each 
7 I know. I’m a sucker for the 
: Classics. ; Pe 


ns 


Lex pulls- down’ ANOTHER MAP thar Shows the Land 
larger’ than before, with Earth's: “continents. b 
compyetely roe by water. Lois is horrified. 


‘/  . LEX (CONT'D) 
~~ Phe" oryetal will eventually 
~.. transform the planet, making every SL 


ot 4 Oy 
I. ‘ ut “BG iq 
Vi : : LOIS i 
arene “ But_mi/llions of pe pple Ronee ‘die. 
re LEX 
Billions! Once again, “the press 
underestimates me. This is front 
“page” news, Miss Lane! 


~outw. throughout North and South 


continent virtually unlivable. —......—</ 
" Everywhere except for... well... 
at mwnewer ee (POINtS to the: new-éeiand)- saenediaiaentl 
| Herel: t 


- { at ) a 
But I know what you’ re thinking. aa i 
hace learned to share” “my” good” oT 


fortune. 


—ainae sympatheti¢j7 9. 2 
4 Once.-‘the rest of ¢ the world is ; j 


/rediced to rubble, people will: need a 
/ somewhere to live. Give me your, 


‘ 
ae “tired fi your poor -- well, ee obentiot i 
< -—your-poor -- but give me your wo 


huddled masses yearning to breathe a 
free... and their VISA or 
pe RE Re ees numbers. 


er tiem, 


es seraye 


an § ne 


Ses ‘the American Way. 


Lois’ expression changes, suddenly realizing the } 


at 


_) LEX (CONT'D) OT saute 


_ Come. -on, say it. 


No reponse . 


( Syl ia: “aia, Ser tae 


+ + $+ + FH HH 


te 


ee $F HH 
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LEX (CONT‘D) - 
Ah __come on! I know you want to! It’s 
een just. dangling off the tip of your, 
_if” ~~ ]tongue. SAY IT! 


we ie EOS 
~  §uperman will never, let you-- 


LEX: [ 
. “WRONG! 


: Pi marae rue nas Yat, 


Lex picks up the,METAL BOX on the-mante 
glow'washes over this face. 


A green 


LOIS 


.~ What’ is that? me 
aie LEX o% eee een alee, 
A 2 ebink you know efactly what thig 


seaman team pate 


¥ * é 
He walks closer, ishows it to her: THE cae 
pe tk 


Y t has been 
sheared toa sleek arrow-dynamic form, with n the 
center. Beat «She reaches for: it but Lex ‘snapk the& box shut. 


a 
+ onee etenmemte: é& 


age, LEX (CONT’D) 
Mind over muscle, Miss Lane. Mind 
over muscle. 5 


S 
oe 


A PHOTOGRAPH OF LOIS AND JASON. 


{a 


7 
ee ret ene oe ema a 
£ 


201 “INT. BAILY PLANET - BULLPEN - EVENING 
; gor. 8 e 4 r 
Jimmy is in a forlorn daze, staring at the photo4 Behind him, 
Clark waiks’ in, UNNERVED. we 
Fae Leen vs 


Jimmy, "can I take a look at any 
other information Lois collected 
we thé-blackout? bs 
ae ake ie 
He sees Jimmy's ‘expression. | “Ter 
: o 


apatite 


\s / CLARK (CONT'D) °~ 
___What’s wrong? i 


eiaceaas | JIMMY ad 
Lois never showed up for the. --—« 
ceremony. She and Jason are 


Jimmy turns” to Perry's office, where he and Richard, both 
wearing “€uxedos, are pacing, upset and nervous. 


* 
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202 INT. ADAILY P. ET - PERRY’S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS ; 202 
| SSS 
| ——qr-—| PERRY 
h if 50 eam d the school say? 


an RICHARD. 
Pe she “hoked Jason up“at 4:40. 
: va 

: van 


Clark enters. . 
, b aceon 


el CLARK = \ 
I heard the news. What Gary 


i ae 
i i 


a RICHARD 
ieee Thanks, Clark, but-- 


ee PERRY '\_ dees 
We're trying her cell; but’ r"want™ 
_..you, both to check her schedule, her) 


7 “—“computér, email and fvoicemail.: Call 
ii ~ Avery” person in her jaddress book. 


ane ON: Richard and Clark u king at ben othé 


Lexed 
nee i 4 ey 
203 EXT. AMLANTTC- OCEAN - DAY Be, eee 203 
GREY, OVERCAST CLOUDS hang in he Saw Below, L LEN facie 
sails: “phEOuge -the water, over the echo of piano ords> 
204 INT. NACHT - ‘MAIN: ROOM - SAME TIME a 204 


“ "aerate he ARN Se ae ER ABE 


Lois isits on a couch across from Lex. “Sacon sits ‘dt the 


piana »~-PTSyIRG, HEART AND SOUL! very” sgt .badl Lex 
looks! at his,watch, then at Jeison-- andihas a thd 
ae Sj 
we LEX tS 
fou knew, in your article wt = 3 
L. Laiwaye \roter to “Superman” as a wc) 
saviory ; = 


Seemingly—annoyed by Jason’s music, Lex gets up. 
as he sits. -next:.to Jason at the piano. In tune, ajits to 
PLAY i accomp — to “HeAxt. and Soul.’ It’s 


KL ] LEX (CONT’D).. sinless 
‘ But okt know what I: “think he is? T oe 
ee s a lost, lonely little 
“ - Looking for a home. That’s :why 
Be ‘ran off looking for Krypton.*.And 
that’s:why -he came back... to“you: 
Abeat) Pad 
i-think ue needs us -- more than we 
ie “need h. 
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; LOIs | 
\._-__How-wellld you know he-went back to 
Fina nat rypton? He only told me and 
hat hasn‘t been published yet. 


a A LEX 

te welt; how else do you-.get a stray 

ia dog out of your ss abe Nou throw him 
a bone. 7 


ao 4 


+ emenane 
done Ae gavns on Lois. 


ii LOIS 
\t It was... you. You faked those 
VA. photos. All of that Hubble 
. ~—Bekéscope crap. You. tricked him. 
Made him leave-- *: 


fi LEX 

; pore ~(looks to stanford}~ ey ge ey 
jor J-admit it was difficult findihg | ; 

; someone with the right skills; and 
{ connections to plarit! the story {that 

\~. “scientists discovered Krypton"... 

. Luckily, the press idoesn'tGheck— . 

facts like they ‘used to. ae 

_ (beat) : 

iy And by the way, nobody made him do 
[ arent eng he didn't already want to 
i : 


eae into a qesovect 


te 


“ gEX (CONT'D) ' 


“pén't you agree? ae oe 


Lois SE —Lex and her son in a daze. 


LEX (CONT’D) 

“Miss .Lane... don’t you agree? 
a plays’ ‘with BOTH HANDS,~in perfeet. syne’ 
Lois (RODS. 

a - LEX (CONT'D) 
606d," 


eee 


The music RISES. Kitty does her nails..anitus Sl a beer. 


Lex turns and- smiles at Lois, but when he looks~back, he sees 
Jason playing. with BOTH HANDS, expertly nonnOwIDS along and 
now CgPyLng “Lex’s distinct flourishes. 


205. 


‘206 
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Lex 

face ys. Jason is getting better and The 
song ji8—buiiding, getting stronger and more com is 
in a of aM seer this kid has learned. ; 


nee Lex SLAMS DOWN HARD ON THE KEYS. Every IDS , 
ae Lex turns:to Lois. ™ 


LEX (conr’D) 
aT Whovs his father? retain ind Sarees 
a om My 


Lex gets up and’ walks towards Lois; stari 


K aad her breath 
(quiet, under her breath) 
\ <TRidhard : ’ 


The INTERCOM CRACKLES: Up | eaten war ea ot 
Sees ene Coes 
GRANT (ON “INTERCOM); / , 


Mr. Luthor, we're Seereneene the ii 


coordinates. it (aNt 
, oe : 
: . ee : ae y t 
x ed “ LEX seer “Mm aaes ‘ 


“(to Lois) eee 


you're ‘sure? . ae a 
= eee eee GRANT (ON INTERCOM) 


i paelcboste Yes, . Sir. Latitude thirty-nine 


ij degrees north, and longitude ii 
seventy-one degrees west. vent | peterson “tonal 
5 


withgbe taking’ his eyes off of .Lois, Lex walks~—te, the mantle, 
and dicks up.the KRYPTONITE BOX. Jason. parvous ly Reucees the 
keys. Lex comes back, stands next to hims He look 

to the Kryptonite... wondering. But Jason doesn't react at 


all. Bottpeed, ed, i walks to the stairs; loeks bagk hois. 
{Cy 


LEX ie 
ae Brutus) - 
ae t let them out of this room. 


down /én her notepad: 39°N, 71°Woe Cs cM te 


wee Sonn se none 


ale n6aST Jus jt after Lex exits, Lois scribble§ 


de 
EXT. ATLANTIC OCEAN - DAY 
en es / 
Under an overcast sky, the yacht slows to a stop 
DISTANCE, Netropolis is just a speck on | the horij 


am 


EXT. YACHT - DECK. ~ SAME TIME eS eee: 206 


Lex and _xttty waik ento the deck and approach Grant, who is 
setting ae the modified ROCKET LAUNCHER. Riley is taping. 
as 
~~ Lt ‘as aed 


24 
uu 


207 


208 


209° 
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Lex removes the KRYPTONITE from one box, then ey cea 


from fully, he inserts the cae or ALO e 

kryp onite.enclos e. There's a brief PULSE OF su as the 
two objects: fromiKrypton are brought together. $ 
GEIGER COUNTER whines louder than we've heard it> 


ae: ao. | \ 
i This is gonna be good. } 
a 7 


INT. ini ‘MAIN ROOM - SAME ' 
Scatter ~ 
Lois stands in ‘Phe middle of the“reor oad) UPSET. 
Jason; sits quietly at the piano, and after an awkwp d moment 
of sillence, cere to play HEART AND SOUL again. 
\e Ae 
Curious) ~Brutus , ‘kpproaches and. sits down next Ge He 
watches “the -boy play, and just: as Lex did earlier? stdrts to 
play along. Only he’ s terrible “at-piane 4 
Realizing “Brutus” is distracted ,-Lots™stowly mak =H y 
towarnthe Eas iach near Lex’s desk. (5 i 
t4 2 é 
BRUTUS continues/playing.. He ddesn’ t sets as bore wis a 
message.on’ the-riotepad, underneath the_ courdinates: : us! 
LOIS LANE... ~—~“ 3 <m neenemecmne Ss : 
With her hands behind her back, eka slides the to the 
fax machine, then presses a button on the dial pk BEEPS. 


Worried, she Siances over to Brutus. He didn't hear it. 


carefully using the music to drown, out, the BE pene ane 
the number and read SEND. It “starts to CONNEC ‘is 


INT. (aceT > DE DECK’ - SAME TIME i i 208 
Pas Lo La z 
Lex finishés,securing the crystal/kryptonite into} the rocket 


launchey” s/compartment and steps back. “S“~ = 7 
eceramorm, — 
PSEA) | STANFORD 

Ready, ss? 


Lex just” Tquiethy. nods -- obviously something is 


Bom TANFORD Pikes, blasting ‘the rocket throm 


ane ee peer emer 


EXT. RILANTIC OCEAN - SAME TIME- 
ip ea 


vwoosu\ the te t sails through the sky before 
downward and smashing into the water. It disappel 


surface with a eye GLOW. Teer aeennel a i y 
ae ; eee 
2 wo ccocnmcmaneet: 
a wo™ | 
a \ 
a “at a 
oe 
I} 


+ + 


210 


211 


212 


213 


214 
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INT YACHT ~ MAIN ROOM - SAME TIME 


/ 


- THE Ericner.. ZAP! THE FAX MACHINE DIES. 


mesg#@ge goes through. Lois almost screams with 
Jason’ and. Brutus: stop. playing. They look around> 


a 
er YACHT ~ ~DECK - SAME or a => 
The oe on the ship dies. hex ‘and his men put of 


binoculars.~Kitty puts on designer_sun.g ses Pipi 
panoge sre ex watches the oagan and smiles, 


=e 
NT.\ DAILY PLANET ~ BULLPEN ~ ee DESK ~- SAME 


een 


Clark is-sitting at Lois’ debk, absentmindedly _ sta 
photo. Richard is at her a ahaa Tepe ee 


Ki ; 
wo eee: er enemee se CLARK an epee r 
| CU be: gia? s at the} burger + shop on Ee 


.. She's a vegetarian. ; Seo: A 


‘Mercer Street. t it rx 
Fee RTOHARD | Bet Nag AK 


| 210 


___, She, is? well, maybe the vegan 


Sandwich shop on-- 


' en ae 
: That place gave her food poisoning : 


F ' 
a H 


a ‘month. fp prtetmriner means | pomemncemtnnmm | 
a (types on computer ) nt 
Damn. | 


ee , CLARK | “~~ -* 
/ (Zsnat2./ | ae =< 


Y RICHARD 
a SDE ae a password. 
Rich 4 eves lifferent things: Jason, Richard, ' 
nothing works. Clark reluctantly" Siohwet Sse 
B CLARK 
nS Try-. “Superman. 


wwe os peewee aa rem ey 


Richard types it in. The computer unlocks ry J USE 
POWER GOES OUT. ' fe etc: 
EXT. EARTH FROM. [SPACE - SAME TIME 


The Eatth -totates as the blackout spreads across the 
planets... ..when the lights suddenly COME BACK ON. 
= . lee =A x 
ae 


e 


* 
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Int. ,DAILY PLANET, - BULLPEN - LOIS’ DESK ~ ‘ | 214A 


214A 
I : 
lights come back on. Everyone a 
jief. Everyone but Clark. 
Pie te re: 
215 INT. YACHT ~ MAIN ROOM 215 
Lois (Kooks up as the power ig restored -- and i concn tee 
starts up again. ie _ 
Pe i‘ - _ pf i 
216 EXT. pe nee a; oe | 216 


As the crystal plunges deeper into the dark water 
within the rockets compartment intensifies. 


CLOSE ‘ON THE CRYSTAL: it begins to GROW. NEW BRE 
on its Surface, MELDING with ‘the kryptonite. BOOMP The 
crystal grows so large that it ‘SHATTERS™thte “roe 


imues on its. Co: fi it d 
conti its. descen It finally hits the o re Of 


and 4 BLAST OF LIGHT illuminates ‘the sea “for Hit 


ian 
a | a ag! 1 
rely) EXT. ‘YACHT If DECK. i ne aly, 
4 ee ' ef Py : 
everyphe-averts their eyes. Lex seems.to bask imithe Nght. 
, Be Ra : Lf 


slaves AN eee 


218 INT. YACHT - MAIN ROOM : eS Pe 


THE LEGHT blasts through the glass-bottom, filling thée\foom. 
Startled,:.Brutus stands up just as the light fades. Bea 
Lois mervously waits to see what he’1l do. Suddenls 
starts playing the piano again.. Brutus. looks..at-; 
Jason, then sits. back down and plays again. 


SON 


Were ese ee a 
: 7 


SS eee or 
219 ExT. |NACHT - BECK - CONTINUOUS ' a 
7 rig an Ja 
a ‘ a 
BOOM! THUNDER CRACKS. Lightning flashes: ‘Kitty and Lex look 
up at pe , rumbling clouds overheads“It™s. begiyfing. 


| | 


‘ KITTY aa * 
Lex, this isn’t like the train set. 
Jom WEE 
eee “confident - 
if ¢ ‘3 ) Bee an eens nme 
220 INT. ‘OCEAN FLOOR-’~ SAME TIME ; 


ao ae 4 


deeper, turning into vast chasms. 


= 2 


221 


222 


224 


224A 
226 
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The crystal drops into one, and MORE LIGHT e: eS, tinted 
the same eerie green as kryptonite. The ground \RUMBLE aera 
Cc a toot begin to rise out of 


atte 


EXT. “. ‘ternopoLts BEACH - moneys LATER 
A BOY is-building a sandenstPe.cidied be..sucicleanth 
single fish FLOPPING next to Rim. HIS MOTHER’ 1 

hundreds of people RUNNING fromithe-wate br HET 
up i see what’ a \pappensng: 


THOUSANDS OF FISH are beached. The ground is rv 
Sane ah SpOLeApees- A GUST, OF WIND ee up 
the ocean, et 


Nest SR Rae e's yO Nene 


EXT.« OCEAN -~ OFFSHORE OIL RIGS - SAME TIME 224 
eis pe sme «mem — 
Henvysvaves- slam against THREE OFFSHORE OIL RIGS-t shake 
and rattle, reeling from thei hockwaveg .i Workme round, 


worried. There’s'a loud metallic GROAN peer al ; 
suddenly. EXPLODE. Flames shoot hundreds of fee nto e air. 


y ries 


“OMITTED” ? Bao 2 oe 2240 
INT. “DAILY PLANET. - BULLPEN 226 


Clark“and Richard are going through Lois’ comp Clark 
suddenly jolts, clutching his ears...The..of ‘ound 
him fades, until'we hear what he hears: the sou fof DISTANT 
RUMBLING..-————. cacaaumet 


Lr 4 
i ; 


RICHARD E: : H 
tuber, you okay? oa 


crark Soakos_it. oft , straightens up. 


t 
1 CLARK 
pees: I’m fine. 
Lf RICHARD ;' 
(0 There nothing on ‘ner walendarsrs°— 
tt I don’ t have a clue where a 


Richar@ looks. up; but Clark is gone. 


suddenly “Righard feels a faint vibration. THE M a; 
of him with Lois and Jason is shaking.-So-is evdryithing’ else 
on Lois’ Rares Sard photo falls from the desk and SHATTERS. 


Other People. an the office feel it: A TREMOR. It suddenly 


* 


227 


228 


229 


230 
231 


233 


234 


235 
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INT, DAILY PLANET - ELEVATOR BANK ~- SAME TIME | 227 
an elevator. whe doors shut. S 
228 


R SHAFT - CONTINUOUS 


Cla 


INT. 


ae Neen 
Mus 6builds- as the elevator -climbs Higher and 
Suddenly, DING! It stops at; another floor. 


INT. ELEVATOR. ~ SAME TIME Meee 229 


oe, 


The /d6ors open. ‘POLLY steps in. Clark down, 

she/finds A PILE! OF CLOTHES, including CLARK’ S CaS . She 

feats A RUSH OF; ‘AIR and LOOKS UP. The elevator =) OPEN. 
i 230 


INT. Rincon SHAFT - SME THE 


enn 


VWOOSH! SUPERMAN flies straight up thé” éTev atGi/ shaft. 


231 


= {ment - ROOFTOP — , MOMENTS LATER 


LASTING OUT ‘OF THE ROOFTOP DOOR and finto an 
INT. \excint, Sen ROOM - "SAME; TIME we Te SS 233 


eee Peal 
Brutus and Jason are still playing a bad duet™ 
so Lois takes the opportunity and hits REDIAL 
machine. It CONNECTS and starts to send. The pape 
through the..machine -- past ‘HELP ME’ -- past the. 
-- and just as Lois’ name is: about to go througt 


THE POWER DIES AGAIN. But oniy “the fax machine s hems sae be 
affected.—fhen- Lois looks up:to see BRUTUS;” 

cord Pissed. Lois smiles. BRUTUS GRABS: HER and 
across the “Loom, SLAMMING her’ against a banniste¥, Jasol 
stops playing, watching as Brutus sto 2 towards he 


fn (ae 
INT. ~ BULLPEN a“ 234 
Si g 

Jimmy stares at Yne television, when he hears a_BEEP 
machine SPITS out a fax. It's Lois’ message: HE. 
71. bat _the_ “rest is cut oft before getting to 


INT. / ats »4 ria - PERRY'S OFFICE: ~ ’ CONTINUOYS™”” 

WHAM Richard ae Perry look cup. ‘Jimmy is “pressds 
agai gb the win w. Richard opens the door: 
eee RICHARD she See — 
Where did you get that? ae on ae 


\ 
f 
3 
5 


236 


237 


237A 
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JIMMY 


through the fax. It’s her 
vamaapi| ting -~ I’d recognize it 
anywhere, but I don’t know what it | 


"7 areansé } . 
Ff ; eee” a 


7 Pa ‘, jen’ i . Lee 
Richard stares-at the numbers,’thinking. He gra 


: from 
Perry’s desk and writes them down. 
Fos PERRY tees ewe 
4 SNZ1W? What are these, lottery 
fi numbex's ? j sae wrareceemnentns 
if HF 
But When Perry and Jimmy look up, Richard is gone 
af ‘ 
INT. YACHT-="MATN ROOM > 236 
Lois darts to the POOL TABLE with’ Brutus“righ 


She grabs a POOL/iCUE and swings, SMASHING it braist n)) 
Once; “"TWiGe=" On the third swipe, he CATCHES” It Nate : 
and grabs ~HER— K with the other. Brutus squeez@s, 
her, {then hurls Her against the wall and‘into a ai 


collapses to the’ flap barely conscious. He star 
her, \ready ‘to-STRIKE HER WITH THE POOL,CUE,_ whe 


THE ENTIRE PIANO COMES FLYING TOWARDS HIM. SMASHI=%{ Yollides 
and shatters. Broken piano keys scatter across bolr . 
ay ae 


re ee Pee 
Lois' looks. up to ‘see JASON standing with arms outbtret 
Paralyzed with fear. Did I just do that? He takesj@ hi 
his inhaler, then rushes to his mother, terrifis 
as shaken, trying to calm both Jason and herseli 


aur ae: a ee ae a 
t 


Di a okay. * a 
She paj fpily stands and takes him by.-theShand. oe art to 
make xheir way.to the stairs when RILEY AND'G own 
the i irdase. They see Brutus’ feet p rom 


under the piano, “and stare at Lois and Jason, st ; 
INT. YACHT - PANTRY - MOMENTS LATER ss 237 
The mén toss Lod and Jason into-a- long;~narrow p WHAM! 
The Goor is sl d. Locked. Lois ferociously pounds op]it. 

} : area De ars 


WA rd 
uN rae LOIS (BEHIND DOOR) . 
\_OPEN-THIS DOOR! OPEN IT! 


She turns to Jason -~ as if looking for -help. But he jubt 
puts his arms around her and hugs her tightly,” 
cer cal 
OMITTED." 1" 237A 
ae re 


239 


240 


241 


242 
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EXT. YACHT - DECK: - SAME TIME 


ese 


239 


| 
The storm rages. et cease filled with crackling 
atgueeing: Grant) and Riley emerge onto the dec 


Bae ee” SREY 
» Wevhad a little probtem downstairs. 
: Brutus won’t be joining us. 


‘ Ft 

it Rn LEX ae 
e “where are they? a 
oe rb, 


\ ° RILEY 
Locked bp. In the pantry. 
Beat. ‘Lew thinks ‘about that avd a moment. 
, LEX = om + oeneeene 
Get the helicopter ready. 


tee hata eee I at 


INT. LEX*S HELICOPTER - MINUTES! 13 LATER | 


Lex settles, into tthe heLicoptet, Looking for Fle) 
— 


é dl 
LEX a a ne 
‘Grant, where's my case? 


soy A GRANT 
_What case? 


Beat.: “Grant “apologetically shhigs. Z 
| 


INT. YACHT “~ - MAIN, ROOM - MOMENTS LATER it 
Vara a Pies! 


ANGLE “ON: +<- BRIEFCASE filled with toupees. It site 


picks it up and ‘starts walking away, when he 
LEGS anger the destroyed piano wreckage. Beat. 


INT. YACHT - _ PANTRY s 


Lois Mecosisaaly pounds on the “door / She RICKST 
with (her Shoe e | over and over again. No use. 
ae LOIS 
“... DAMMIT! 


Suddenly, LEX’S FACE appears in the smatt-windo 
then becomes a Gp infuriated: a 


 %  LOIs (CONT'D) 
-“Loraor! LET US OUT OF HERE! 


LEX Br Wai a alee ices 
ee case! ! : 


243 


244 


244A 
250 


251 
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Beat, He ——| once more at Jason, then winks’ and léaves. 


Ext aa | PAD - MOMENTS LATER ~ 243 
Lh I 
Blades,spin. The helicopter lifts off with Lex = ets crew 


aap ee (Amst de: oe 
a 
EXT i SOUTH CAROLINA - OFFSHORE OIL RIGS 


Terrified workmen are gathered-etcihe 3 
try one Bet Gira heat and flame. One crew me ly 
POL AT THE SRY. SUPERMAN SWOOPS: -PROM=#8E-Gis flies 
overj/the first rig -- VWOOSH! Without stop ing, © 


effartlessly uses his breath to blow out the 
—eiee ‘the’ other two rigs one after eae 


aes clue ‘s K 244A 
INT Si DATLY cols ia - PERRY’S OFFICE aie 250 
Per watch a TV NEWS REPORT about tremors -hitting 
Metropolis: The | Ss across the bullpen are all Ve ting 
scoounts of, polis 3 rescuin ople from differer aces 
around Bpgeaklae is. STATIC and mead filise ‘the s rRens - hights . 


flicker.“ * iia 


: PERRY is! 
— eu Christ, not another blackout. 


The flickering lights are accompanied by a Eee RIM 
Awards on Perry's wall SHAKE; -Outside,..CAR Mi 


iy i 
ny 
rT a + think Seale blackout! 


A JIMMY (CONT'D) 
at get down! 


Jimmy pults- Perry to the ss ra just as the WIN 


INT. ee ¥ Lis - BULLPEN - (RAE TEM ee 


Peopilie are thrown to. the ground. Walls and, ceiling = 
open \ IVs. and ponte crackle iand spark.. - i 


ig 7 
— PERRY 
RYBODY OUT! MOVE! sae 


Perec. se Ameo 


Feople rush Beg the stairs, trying to “avoid fa1aing debris. 


“wer 252 
253 
254 
255 
Neu 


RED SUN - Dougherty & Harris 1/12/05 FOURTH DRAFT LU dpe. 


EXT. PAILY PLANET|- STREET LEVEL - SAME TIME = | 252 


taff streams out of the buildfag~sh9 


is packed! with cars and people clamoring \ter—se4 
- ANOTHER,TREMOR__ HITS. Chasms open. Streetlamps topple 


"SHRP | yA 1 Sumy ‘cakes. photos of EVERYTHING. 
The shockwave travels up the douilding, = 


making its way towards the roof... + 

ee a, ys Wg i ie los ic eeaes ft 
EXT. DALEY -PLANET - ROOFTOP - SAME TIME 253 
CRACK! The base “OF the _ DAILY PLANET GLOBE shatters s 
FLY. ‘fhe globe teeters back and forth, then BREA It 


crashes_onto therooftop, SMASHING into the wat@ Tow ~ 
rolling off the- ‘edge... : fi 


EXT. DAILY PLANET —- CONTINUOUS ~ ‘ we tenee mgy 254 
..-pINEGLAG_ Towra the crowd below. ENE Sw = 
EXT. DAILY jpLanet - STREET LEVEL - CONTINUOUS — 255 
ee Se aE SCATTER, but: the street is m(anl to 


move. They're-covered with falling water “just as ‘the lobe is 
seconds from crushing them. Perry stares upward; ned. 


he ee ee PERRY 
one eu (Quietly to himself) 


Pe Great Caesar's ghost. 
Jimmy, looks up and SNAP! SNAP} SNAP! takes MORE 1 HOTOS: "THE 


GLOBE / ice feet above --: , fifty feet ; —-..twenty, -—- then... 


SUPERMAN swoopine UNDER THE GHOBE -— LOWERING ItW 
eee it on his shoulders 18 a e perfect 


photoy sega 
acai 

They c aes Gut of the way, giving him room to» ‘Bake 

on the ground. THUD! Superman steps back, resting. 


exhausted. Just as he turns to take off-- 


ERRY (0 CONT’ D 
(— supe, aait! HR). { ve 


perry. \emerges from the caaica 
eee 

Bi e.. PERRY (CONT’D) 

Perry White, Daily Planet. Great. to 


finally meet you. crows. 
"| SUPERMAN 
a ean” Sorry, Mr. White, but I’m a 
< little busy-- 
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PERRY : | 


is. 
i rry is holding out THE FAX. — 


Supemfian sgops- 
# ! a i 
a 
256° INT. YACHT’=MATH/ ROOM - SAME ‘TIME ee: 
{ee * ene 4 


Camera creeps along the floor.,. past ‘the destroy4d piano) 
Throwgh the glass bottom: it’s .dark and murky, Ds 2 
GLEAMING.WHITE CRYSTALS appear, snaking through the water. 


her) e 
eerie 7 
257 INT. LEX’S spesagtia« Cia AS ihe Nt aS 
t ‘ " 


257 
Lex stares out the window, at a field of giant cr¥ete 
rising from the “eter below. —<— 
258 EXT. OCEAN -.SAME TIME ig . 258 


mca the wave, we follow it toware 


259 ‘INT. LEX‘S’ HELIC( 
260 EXT. OCEAN -“SAME ‘TIME 


261 INT. YACHT-PANTRY - SAME TM 


y, to ve 
Cans of to6d “fall as. the room is thrown:anto its ! 
tries te” 1eld Jason. Water leaks from’ the_c 
LS H he Slate er eomonnl 
262 EXT. ‘YACHT-=~SAME| TIME 


The wave passes. The ship rises back to the surf is 
half-submerged:. ZAP! the ship’s lights go out. 


roo 


263 INT. feacur Ss PARRY ‘ = wr ss sou armen om meena AE 263 


Half loz the room/is tipped upward. Water ‘is’’stresim 7 
Lois tumbles backwards into the water, struggli ‘fis Sach 
Jason, “who is clutching to a shelf, but:she’s STHCK 


ANGLE UNDERWATER: Lois’s leg, ironically..cangledlin the tropes 
of a LIFE PRESERVER. git 8 
en ; jarwvragremanet 
oe ee. LOIS 
Be wo” HELP ME! Oh God... 
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Jason starts to yperventilate. HE’S HAVING AN ASTHMA ATTACK, 
but ¢ +is inhaler. He stares in horror,as Lois 
fights—te-— ove water, screaming: =_ 

eae, Bad LOIS (CONT'D) 


Water ‘£loods. into her mouth.‘ ‘She. disappears un 
when the DOOR is suddenly RIPPED OPEN, AND THE SI 
A MAN STEPS INTO THE ROOM. He dives--underwater 


ec ee ne, 
Ls , 


UNDERWATER: The man rips Lois' leg free 1é$. 


ABOVE WATER: He yous her to safety -- to the qd) 
room. Lois finaldy opens ‘her eyes and comes fad 
with. >, “RICHARD: She and Jason are both stunned 


LOIS (CONT'D) eee ep 
How - =| How did you get here? 


7 RICHARD 
i eae --) tng 
an. flew, ext 


2 


She spots: ‘his—INHALER floating in the: “qatee. She, snatches it 
and gives it to him. 


264 |. EXT. OCEAN ‘SURFACE - SAME TIME 264 
RICHARD'S SEA PLANE rests on the water nearby. a 
We hear a RUMBLE. The water under the yacht begi s to rn 
and tears ie jsomething is about: to” prea — aes 
265 INT. ‘yacuT. < “CORRIDOR - - MOMENTS LATER : ; | 265 
They exit/the pantry and slosh their site: Enroug mee-high 
water, heading-for a DOORWAY. ae 
i Trew 
RICHARD 
-Lois, what have you gotten yourself 
pa _.into?. : 
ee \\ LOIS ee ania ein 
{ 


is Don’t Blame me! This is Lex 
: wae Ss mess. 


™ 


ao 


fi RICHARD oe ro: 
bien that... Se caasneotn 


wor ae Y LOIS 
GRAB ONTO SOMETHING! 


= & 
“Y 


265A 


265B 


265C 


266 


267 
268 
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= OCEAN ena ea SAME TIME ; ’ | 265A 
A i CRYSTAL. Bee rises out of the Gated: Ty he 
bottobfi < of “ste yac t, PIERCING THE HULL. 


INT. AcE - MAIN ‘ROOM 265B 
THE CRYSTAL shatters the glass Bottom, rising Karas) ing. 
INT. YACHT - CORRIDOR Ped, 265C 
Lois,. ‘gnpony. aor Richard cling “to acai and! i | dach\ other 
‘while the entire corridor tips upwards. ; 

EXT. ‘OCEAN SURFACE - SAME TIME 266 
THE eee PIERCED THE MIDDLE OF THE YACHT, ng it 


out of the water, before finally. BREAKING-IT-IN- am 


THE FRONT PORTION: of the ship ea: "and-ft 
water, “sinking ‘quickly. tt 
i 


THE REAR HALF Gcaaven back dows into the hater, : 
afloat:. Water-bubbles. It too starts sinking. Tha dit 
levels.of the. ship are visible,.as ig=THE-CORRIDO! . IN WHICH 


LOIS, RICHARD AND JASON ARE TRAPPED. 
OMITTED . me a 267 


INT. YACHT - CORRIDOR - CONTINUOUS rH al 268 
The corridor is tipping backwards. a rush : 


ore 7e 


AN OT pana see 


LOIS sits THE “SKY through the. _open doorway. It’s few 
feet away. She-can also see that THE DOOR is cre ck 
and forth, ABOUT TO SLAM SHUT. She desperately c s hér way 


towards Byit« ee wii 
ior meceaceatcees ; . inewri a yamamnvaaanenh 
i “No! ie: pene as 
- NO!!! © 


if Ni ie Riad ace deo 


WHAM!! THE METAL DOOR slams shut, right against her. head 
tumbles back, landing in the water next to ‘Richafd: and 


unconscious ._ on 


RICHARD (CONT'D) | . 
Lois!! b OE 2 pexinbeeas 


” 
Richard grabs- her’ with one arm and holds Jasor With the 
other. Water .is’ pouring in all around them. Richard makes one 
final-effort to get to the door’s porthole, but there isn’t 
time. “Within seconds; they are submerged. 


269 


270 
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sems hopeless. Just then: BOOM! TWO RED oa LAND lk THE 


It s¢ 
OTHER-SEDE—OF— PORTHOLE. SMASH! THE ENTIRE PARTS 
OF THE-SURROUNBING WALL are torn away like pape ling 
SUPER ilhouekted against the sky. 
oa } 

EXT. aK - CONTINUOUS 269 

ey of mt Pan 
He eehortlensiy lifts them s fraight up into the en 
down to ae SEA PLANE. Ve 

ee Gren re ae 
EXT. SEA-PLANE. >. MOMENTS LATER *.. \@ 270 
Superman gently lands them onto the pontoons. Richa ets 


Jason down. Supetinan is still cradling Lois. Beaty alizing 
he’s Retains onto her a bit too long, he lays hg RI COWS 


USING HIS-X-RAY VISION, popen ae looks her over. Ric! 

stares at the Man | of Steel, corsa i ‘anid™ pariicked. 
Lo eee te ee a RIC i i a or ele - —) 

“Nps. se rou’ re-- hint.: ; Ss 


a ; tt f f 
ee \ 4) gupprMant | ao 
ee (still pe et Lois)..: *«, : 


you. must be Richar ; 
much about you. Pee Sais, 


Blan ey cha Veen ee RICHARD 
You. have? 


siperman listens ‘to Lois’s breathing, to,.her... veieibaat| He 
sighs, relieved.. ‘She's just unconscious. i 
; a, i hemes aaa ails int 
‘a - gason i | vss" 
ak ‘she okay? . : 
i : 


yee r SUPERMAN oe 
# She ivbe fine. = aa 


BOOM! A BLAST OF “WIND HITS THEM. THE WATER RAGES. yStal 
columns are. -emer ging gt Sar They stare, awepery 
i TaN RICHARD 
(( Lois Said it was ene But” 
WW 


how could one guy do all of chis? 


fi! Ee ; ; 
— See SUPERMAN ;: ‘ 
__I think I know. ‘ 


Jason curiously looks up at Superman.” 
Le" JASON ear 
“Hey, you look just like-~- 


% OF Ot 
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n SUPERMAN 


SUPERMAN/ 
Can you fly out of; here? 
ce RICHARD aes ‘a se 
I can't take off in this... 
ti /: SUPERMAN 
Wey Alright, get in. I’11 push. 
So nme (fem) a 
... Just promise you’ LI take care of 


them-~ and won’t comeback, 2 www ww. 
agate aaa ee RICHARD 5 oe ZA = 
| —--+-I-promise. be ~ 


i 


ant 4 i i = 
271 EXT. |NEW KRYPTON. - MOMENTS LATER 
The seaplane .Safely soars ‘away . Phe a aeoree 
CAMERA DROPS .DOWN TO Superman, soaring over the ( be, 
when: it suddenly dawns on him -- it’s all eeril aX, 


almost identical to the shattered remains of Krypton. 


Confused and awestruck, he swoops towards the c a the 
structure. It too is familiar. It’s the size” OF” gar ' 
with, CRYSTAL.MONOLITHS arranged in a circle, In the center, 
rests-a structure resembling the FORTRESS OF SOLITUD ext 


to it is LEX’S HELICOPTER. Empty. ye 

272 EXT. NEW KRYPTON ~ VALLEY OF ELDERS - CONTINUOUS ,. 272 
BOOM{—Superman—iands hard, staring upward. This” o is 
familiar. It’s ah exact reproduction of the Kryp ALLEY 


OF ELDERS. Only the family crests are missing. 


But urilike-the. ruins, this place feels like it qoutd/be//full 
of life -- what Nhe hoped to find.when.he went..to : 
mostly wind makes it even more unnerving. Then, From D @hind: 


= ce EBX (0.83) 
“see anything familiar? 


Lex is exiting the fortress, followed by Kitty. // 


SUPERMAN Bear 


a re 7 Pi 
_~ T seé”an old man's sick joke. 


271 
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r. LEX . | 


Really? Because I see my new 
|. apartment . 
\ 2 (gestures around) 


And a place for Kitty, and my 


y, . f€rtends, and one there that I’ll_. ; 
a rent-out, and... 0 - | 
i (on the other hand) 
2 No, you're right. It's a little 
_-~cold. A little... alien, It_needs i 
y ....that fuman touch. « ; 
7 Oa Bn a nar ersece a 


Superman storms towards Lex, strong and determin 
Wy a : 


x es SUPERMAN . 
\ + .I-don’t have time for this. 
tu a a pia ei 


Oh right, you probably want ‘your 
‘—...-erystal back. Well it‘s-around;here--t 
=. -Somewhere. Ss, 


4 i: (turns to_the fortress) ° sat 
e i'm sure it’ll pop-up once it’ Fs 

se finished. ae ces “ 

. ra aisert Senses Mi 


hal x 


As Superman approaches, LEX PUNCHES HIM ACROSS” FACH. 
WHAM! The Man of Steel falls, reeling in PAIN. s his 
jaw, shocked, and sees it: BLOOD. 


: : LEX (CONT’D) : 5 
You are a hard man to kill. But if Samet 
you won't die out there like you” re™ : | 
... Supposed to... ‘ 


a i=. (pointing at the’ sky) ears ee: 
L .-tthen I guess you!11l just have to t 
_die' down here. ; if y 


273 INT. SRA PLANE - SAME TIME SoTL emer 


Sener nce meecmmmanctnt + my 


Richard is at thé controls. Lois lays in a seat } 
Jason. He caresses her gently. 


SFT estas ty JASON... ; 
{zo Wake up, mommy. Wale@.Up..ee. orc erence’ 


i ae 
HER EYES SPRING OPEN. She gasps, -looks around, -9# 
ow . Y : 
oe ee RICHARD - 
Bey. It's alright. We're safe. — 
Lois looks out the window, realizes they ‘re flying. 


Pall 


cuss <TLOTS 
Uo” HOW... 


a 
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r RICHARD 
Pray han . _ 
| ae: yi LOIS 


Where iis he?! 


ae a Late moe 
ea cee RICHARD “"~ 
iH He went back to stop, Luthor. 
Lois’ eves. widen in horror, Lenensering 
we os LOrts Me, 10 go woes rk 2 oe. 
i Richard, turn the plane around. 
ee RICHARD . 
‘. What?! 
Ne 4 a * 
- LOIS * le tyre ee ee nee Cat mre ET ; 
hee. You_heard me, TURN: AROUND! Sa ee 
274 EXD. | EW KREPTON, ~ VALLEY OF ELDERS 7 274 


‘Supel an stares ‘at the ground } asa avon" of nob ~: out 
of his“nose, “He ‘turns and looks up at- perihis ks ion 
blurring-as he becomes SICKER and SICKER.” 


oo» You re. asking Meera “how?” . 


eos ~{looks around) : 
a ‘Didn't. your mother:ever tell you to = 
look before you leap?-—- wan nema ci) ae 


Super} muses ; and using his-x+eray” viston;-sees wha Lex 
is t&lking about. ff 
oe 3 


ra 
X-RAY VISION POV: IN THE GROUND AND WALLS are pote s and 
veins tonite, growths that ocerrrettrwhen Ae _cry stal 
grew, jkryptonite shard. Superman gz9 ans in ap 
as radiation seéps into his body. 
see; discovered at when i 
crystals grow, ehey bane: “6n the" 
traits jof the minerals in the 
environment around: ‘them. 
~*(_ beat 


ae Sort’of like a son taking on the 
“—t¥aits of his father. 


penance LEX (CONT'D) 
_.Kryptonite. Amazing isn’t it? You 


rt Sa ee le ee ‘ a 
Lex’s men emerge ‘from various hiding spots in he) .structure, 


apes 


amare. ieee like a pack of hungry wolvé3™ 


Lex Looks oe at the Man of Steel and shakes his head. 
Pathetic... aa He kicks Superman in the gut. 


275 
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14. 


wiv. i 


ECR ER 
Lex (eke Bim again. 


, LEX (CONT‘D) , = 


yow 7 + LEX (CONT’D) 
°° COME-ON! FLY! pe 
Lex kicks again. Again. Again...Angrier and angri ea 


5 AL : 8 ne mene erie: Sanevienamm : 
ee ie LEX (CONT'D 
SO RLY: : PR ote Bale eh 2 


STANFORD leans back and KICKS SUPERMAN ACROSS HI 
CRACK!\GRANT delivers a swift punch to his jaw. (Spupermap 
lunges), struggling to fight back, but it’s futi -ane} 
proceed to..beat him like a normal man. ‘ 


a LEX (CONT’D) 

“Soo Gantt: go back home,. and--soon~ you “~~ <—) 
tp-----wontt-be able to live here either. 

4 There's no place for; you anymore, 

it Superman. rf 


wy bo 
vy 3 


Kitty flinches, covers her eyes. It’s°brutak. 
CRACK! Superman is knocked against.a wall. It sh 


A SMALL PIECE OF CRYSTAL breaks off and slides to Lex’s feet. 
He berids down and picks up the glistening shard. It’s the 
size of a dagger, layered with GREEN VEINS OF KR\ . 
Superman -crawls. to the edge of a steep cliff... ; 
eats ee 4 
FROM OVERHEAD,: we see the drop is steep, almost andless 
Superman péers over the edge. He suddenly SCREAMS IN PAT 
ARCHING,-BACKWARDS,, clawing at his back.’ His,cry efP 
througti the canyon. : PEA SERIE 


eon F art 


BEHIND SUPERMAN © : 
Lex has- stabbed the kryptonite shard deep into 5 
back. / “strange, pulse of green tight flows into 
: 7 B “ eae 


Lex steps back, watching superman die at his feet.” 

iy pe . eee ee se we arabog = oteends 
Superman looks -up at Lex, then at the cliff behi a This 
is the‘moment.. Then-- 


SUPERMAN LEAPS OFF THE EDGE. sep SSS a 
EXT. NEW KRYPTON - CLIFFSIDE - CONTINUOUS es 275 


He tumbles” head over heel, dropping hundreds of feet. 


Se ~ 
a 


276 


277 


278 


279 


280 
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ama oe snedoas iy VALLEY OF ELDERS . | 276 
Lex prands, atthe edge of the cliff, staring cc) 
: ok LEX ; 

nae 80 ‘long, Superman: — 
EXT. / UNDERWATER ~ CONTINUOUS : 2 oz) 277 
SPLASH} ‘Superman plunges into “the water, sinkea) deep 
Tumbling-and spinning, Superman opens his eyes, $ Sripnted. 
Crystals are growing towards him frem-every ection / jJAl1 
GLOWING GREEN, tainted by kryptonite. He tries tdfswir to the 
surféice, but he's too weak. He’s trapped. 
ANGLE SON :~ the shard embedded :in his back. He tr each 


it, but can’t. 


He opens his mouth in a silent scream. He's st gerzma) 
stay alive: A mesh of Sipe pede ‘are closing\ € 


him, : over” him> “It! s like at 


Suddenly -- VWOOSH -- from sisobie , we ene the s 
something’ tearing across the surface of the, watan 


cs 


EXT. WATER SURFACE - SAME TIME .. ee 


The sea. plane slows to a stop. 


INT. SEA PLANE - SAME TIME — 279 
Jason looks out the window, pointing ‘down at the Wwater. 


Nene omen 


ae, JASON = 
There. ane 5 


He turns , ‘6 ‘Loiss. Beat. ne ens 


! LOIS 
al re sure? 


Jason nods... Certain. she throws open the door. 


eo y Loa 

if 7 . RICHARD - 
if Lois, what are you aoing?!. 
pa 

Lois léaps--into. the water. 


EXT. UNDERWATER - SAME TIME et tes 280 


ONE LAST BUBBLE’ escapes from Superman’s mouth <“iie.. 'stops 
mgvang ‘Lifeless, Sinking. Disappearing into the darkness. 
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CLOSE ON: SUPERMAN’ S HAND, listlessly reaching as. if 


oof Qf seme, bie 8 of ene: It pehind” sink descending 
out g RED CAPE trailing ind. Sudden 
ie —_ 
ANOTHER, sib GRABS THE CAPE. Pulls tight. IT’S bo 


ff 


281 EXT. ‘SEA PLANE. - - CONTINUOUS a 281 
The plane rests on the surfagec’ ‘Richard and chp ously 
stare at-the water. Beat. LOES..SURFACES .«...9a ir. She 
has Superman- ESEESS in her arms. 

282 EXT. ‘NEW KRYPTON + CANYONS - MOMENTS. LATER 282 


The plane aan _ through a canyon, crystals grow 


283 


nm 
283 INT. SEA PLANE - SAME TIME i 
re. eee Pee ee Le 
Lois cradles Superman. She slaps bin erying ‘Lo(@aReDn 
His eyes are ‘rolled back. He ‘8! i eee 


iv? ey ae 
4 


a4 
Ri 


i 4 yors 
Wake up! Come on! Wake up! t : 


She tries. everything, but it’ s ‘\no use. “suddenly. She feels 
something in his back and looks. down: 


IT'S THE. KRYPTONITE SHARD, still embedded into ba . 
Horrified, Lois grabs it and PULLS IT OUT. There is no blood - 
_- it's less like a wound, moxe like a burn. Witha 

hesitating, she opens the door wand,.throws..it. £50 e plane. 


284 OMITTED ————" “ i pment mig 284 
285 INT. SEA PLANE - SAME TIME i — 285 
Superman, woulg starts to awaken, ramblings: sre 
<<" SUPERMAN ss 
Kryptonite... there's Kryptonite in 
the, crystals. 

a pan LOIS j 

fi We have to get him. ‘away ‘from“hererm 

—— ‘(annoyed smile): 

~.. I'm-trying! 

286 EXT. NEW KRYPTON ~ CANYONS | ioe 286 


The plane aoe a ns more columns closing in around them. 
They can” “only fly FORWARD, racing for a narrow escape passage 
ahead. 


287 


288 


289 


290 
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INT. GEA PLANE ~ , \ | 287 


Thro -windshield, we see the passage Hecs ller 
and small 1 only seconds from being closed of 


ae a eee RICHARD 
\ Qe SEATBELTS! ~~ 
EXT. NEW _EREPTON - CANYONS * va 288 
THE pian sone: ‘ON ITS SIDE eorgvoid ‘a sharp ro Swing 
crystals and flies gut of the paSsage.--it~sears e sky. 
. (Sea PLANE ~ MOMENTS LATER 289 
Richard” “ees” ut’ a huge sigh. rJason smiles, lov. 
moment of-it:’ Superman slowly’ ‘regains his streng ir fully 


F é 
opens, his eyes to see everyone staring.” ~ 
[eens supe pom ge ol 


pC OW aid you find me 
t LOIS 
tag “you re hurt. 


swine 


a) 


oma pate ey 


SUPERMAN 
I‘1l be alright. 
sweeeneeen: (40 Richard) 
Peto “you promised you wouldn't come 
back. You lied. 
fe . . RICHARD 
| ES mot you. I can ae thatenn jeer + 


Superman OPENS ‘THE DOOR. WIND' ‘pours into ithe 


EE - SUPERMAN wate 
A ve'ito go back. ; 
"ors 


Padi You'll die if you go back! 


They Pee eyes :. ~tonging. wecer ces. Frightened. 
\ 
in 


}: _ SUPERMAN - 
And with. uae, ‘Superman leans ae and’ VWOOSH- 


cei ee 


Lauraa , Lois. 


EXT. SKIES OVER THE ATLANTIC - MOMENTS LATER 


Superman f£isés, “high into the air, hovering ee ase the 
storm clouds; ”: regaining more of his strength. The island 
seems. “to-stretch for miles. 
“oo 
“= ae 
a 


291-292 OMITTED.” 


293 


294 


295 


296 


297 


RED SUN - Dougherty & Harris 1/12/05 FOURTH DRAFT fa) 118. 
FROM,OVERHEAD, he fully sees the extent of the ==" 


Krypten-is—huge-and still expanding. He looks 
and DIVES, ROCKETING DOWNWARD... 
{ Diy ii 


EXT. {UNDER THE “OCEAN - MOMENTS: LATER 293 

yi pee : 
...PLUNGING into the sea. He’ rockets through murky-water, 
towards.-thé ‘structure’s base.. "But. as. he ~gets.. °y Rhe 
green’glew-of kryptonite becomes more intense. @ éxphsure 
is agonizing, but Superman continues: on;-~towerdal® EAN 
FLOOR: BOOM! He continues, blasting into the grougd. 

er oi ‘ 

294 


EXT. OCEAN FLOOR - SAME TIME 
CRACK! Massivé RIFTS appear iA the ground around Mhe crystal 
structure. Geysers of bubbles and gas explode fy6m 7 
crevices as the ocean floor is literally SPLIT 
EXT. 'NEW-KRYPTON.- SAME TIME / ot 295 
| ie t id 
Lex and his.men feel the ground rumblingi He lopks axgund to 
see the-horizon moving... and realizes ‘the entike lant mass 
is rising-intoe the air. ONE OF THE MONOLITHS start 


LEX 
| wean eeee NOLe 00 


So ee. KITTY 2 
Lex, what’s happening?! ©... +=? 


THE MONOLTTH--cracks and tips over. Lex and the-others - 
scramble out.of the way just as it CRASHES aoa ES Oe 


fortress. Ay second monolith wavers and CRACKS -~-\SMASHT G 
directly onto the thugs. THEY'RE GONE.  { et 
ff ° we 
ie Saeee ve anes 


t 


| LEX 
ét- to; the helicopter! Now! 
INT. LEX’S.HELICOPTER - SAME TIME 
out te window ard sees CRACKS ‘AND’ FISSURES” 


chopper, threatening to swallow them at any mome 
feels\the helicopter suddenly LURCH and DROP. TG 


EXT. NEW_KRYPTON ~ CANYON = 297 
The ground under:the chopper crumbles away; and 4t) disappears 


into the gaping-chasm. Beat. VWROOOOM! A second“later, the 
helicopter comes ‘flying out, safely soaring iffto the sky. 


- ae wa — 
wn wor 
ae 
a ae m, 
Ses Ly 
= 


298 


_ 299 


300 


301 


302 


303 
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INT. LEX’S HELIC : \ | 298 
Re f : 


Lex iis staring o | the window in a forlorn daz he 

‘watches in/ horror: as New Krypton rises out of - 

EXT. OCEAN SURFACE - SAME TIME _ 299 
: “tee omy: . 

Huge waves ripple outward as the;land mass risey Its 

base finally breaks the surface, encased in a masg¢ivs chunk. 

of brown,-rocky, earth. We track along this stony’ | "| 

until we.find. SUPERMAN -- a mere speck under t ye 

structure, but managing to hold the..entire thi 

INT. ‘SEA PLANE - SAME TIME 300 

LOIS, ‘RICHARD; and JASON watch from the plane, 

EXT. UNDER NEW KRYPTON - SAME rIME-~~ me oe) 301 

CLOSE ON: SUPERMAN, pushing it “into “the” sky ;~" ahontng/a12 of 


his strength:-This is the hardest thing he’s ever, 

t 3 — if 
WIDER ee ae at 
Water cascades. Giant chunks of earth start™to bréak © 
splashing into the ocean. As they do, something.6txandg 
becomes visible -~ the faint glow'of KRYPTONITE 


More rocks fall away, revealing deeper layers of k: 
The glow becomes more intense,.as bright as what_Superman saw 
in the remains of Krypton. ° 


Sem mamen cone ge 9 meer sina ney arse ial 


CLOSE ON- SUPERMAN. He cringes, crying .out.in.agony, a 
losing his grip, ‘but he pushes: higher into the 
Pe, B ae 4 


ae i 
EXT. SKY - CONTINUOUS : 302 


ff fy : n aaregeagee = 
Despite the-massive exposure to kryptonite, 


EXT. SPACE - OVER EARTH - CONTINUOUS 


MILES “above Earth) ‘Superman ehters™space ;~and -with-tv 
bit of strength left, he lets out a PRIMAL SCREAM _2 Phris 


New Krypton into, space. ’ 3 


ee x i : , 
After a.moment,’ Superman closes his eyes, and lé 
instead of “flying back to Earth, we realize that hp 
FALLING. Unconscious. Picking up speed,..plummeting fastér and 
faster. VWOOSH! The air around him ignites BRIGHT ‘DRANGE. 


JA 
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304 EXT. POLIS, STREETS - MOMENTS LATER ( | 304 


THE Yr tertitied ates the sky over the city. P é int and 
star terrified A GLOWING STREAK tears throu ouds. 
305 EXT. naforonxs PARK - CONTINUOUS 305 


re 


° wan CRASHES into a park. THE MASSIVE EXPLOS Qi—kmoe}s over 
trees, and_ sends debris hundreds of feet into the 
306 ourrtzp ———— Me 306 


307 Ext. | METROPOLIS BARK - MOMENTS LATER 


It’s utes snot and steam rise from the scorcked Gea) er. 

308 EXT. CRATER-<“MOMENTS LATER a nee ee, 308 
FROM ‘WITHIN THE. CRATER, we look _up, at..its. eae (Grom ane 
smoke, _ we see A COP peering down. Another perso: 


Then. . another . Sonn the entire, enue is filled with eG ae 


nN AN Ai cop ni 2 \ 
aa oh “iy cod... 2 wot Nn 


FROM ABOVE _ a pics : 5GN 
We see-the crater in its entirety, and laying i ts ter 


is SUPERMAN.. -Sprawled on his back. Uniform tattered. Body 
bruised. Not moving. More people gather, starin 
their fallen savior. A long, potes beat.. befor 


DOUBILE:-DOORS BURST OPEN. ca ae Seen somcine 
309 INT. METROPOLIS GENERAL ~— CORRIDOR - 1 
NURSE TORS, "AND COPS cE gu. i . Ddke any 
man, ng pores, rushed into a hospital. - 
s Senne 
"NURSE 
Pam ~Puige is weak. 
( "= pocToR eee Renee 
Get = to trauma! : 
310. anes ‘MEEROPOLIS, GENERAL - aaa ROOM - - MOMENTS 
Soe, = ee 


A miree= “tries-to insert an IV NEEDLE. It ‘breaks 

stunned. Another nurse yanks down Superman's sh. a 

his chest. f a 
A\ a 

Z| pocror 

awe “shéck at two-hundred! 


a 


THE DOCTOR. Bees defribulator paddles on Superman's chest. 
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, DOCTOR (CONT'D) 
fs epee 


gapi {HE PADDLES. iCRACKLE WITH ELECTRICITY. The rops 
them. The | SReESEUtSEOr sparks and smokes, destr 


“ ee a 
ae oe Spence we = TO: 
, if fy - 8 
311 a SUPERMAN “IS DEAD. 


+ 
Mater ees ee NE Peneeecemrr ary 


Paes 
The Daily-Pienet headline fills the frame. Benda] \s 
oimmy 5 photo of. “Superman fills the ¢rane. Benda} : 


312 INT. \RATLE PLANET ~ PERRY’S OFFICE - LATER THAT 312 
But he-quse a ‘printed mock-up. Perry looks it\o n his 
other hdnd--i:s“ ANOTHER MOCK-UP::. It pemead “SUPER AN™ Ss”. 
mcnare looks at the headline, “uneasy.. rise, 


i RICHARD - 
[ring of morbid dad. 
JA. pprR¥ EI bi 
s N=" no [solemn ) : 

__. ‘One-way or another , we have to” be 


. prepared. io 
THUNDER_rumbles. Rain spatters Koainat the wind 


PERRY saat 
How is she? i 


313 INT. DAEE-ELANET - BULLPEN - sum. TIME 6 peeenes 


work clues ire’ “cleaning up debris. Other . etek : Ip} 
there's lit ttle noise. Jason sits ina chair across: from enue 


desk. Hér face is blank, emotionless. -A DOCUME. De 
her sereén,but-it’s blank. She looks up; eaten Sf ebe 
staff staring. Tvs are blaring: 

° _—— TV #1 


a aes ogic disturbance in the mid- p 
( Atian anti. a 


nthe’ ‘world waits ‘as Superman. 
remains in critical” condition at 
CHEESE General... 


Lois closes her_eyes, trying to shut out the noise oe hold 
back tears. -&”’HAND gently touches her arm. It“s“Jason. Lois 
smiles and’ sa hugs him. 
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LOIS \ | 
want you to come with me for 
oy eae while, okay? SS 
j 
eR j JASON 


og foe we going? — 


iv ; LOIS. 
To see a friend. 
ana 


Perry: ‘SeitKs-out of his office. 


J ‘} PERRY 
a Gil, what ' s the story on that big 
aoe chunk 6f whatever-it-was Superman 


NN “pulled out of the oecens 


: GIL 

i____._Well, . ASA says it settled into 
{ “orbit somewhere between Mars and 
; gupiter . Supposedly,,' it’s laced 
‘ with kryptonite. ; 


iy aes ee 
SAT) PERRY 
-__-’But-what are they calling it? 


pe ae a PERRY 
Well that’s boring. 


GIL 
 eoenePLanet : Ten...? 


: (spots Lois) a an 
a, what do you think? ene em me 
She's putt3 égtn f her coat, in'no mood for 2 
of LOIS as 
know, Perry. Call it 


Krypton. PaO Yen 
Beat. Perry-considers it. 


ene 


ve aoe PERRY 
if Rryptdh. .. Gil, run with it. 


il 
rs Ji qq 
“te that Krypton with a C~R-I? 
er 
Richard sees Lois getting ready to leave. 


iis?! ; 
a ee be 
ee LOIS 
“<o.I'm going to the hospital. 


“ANS, rs 
Te cd 
sof 

A, 

NY 

H 


\ 


314 


314A 


314B 
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123. 


fi f JIMMY bes 
i __I'd-be/jcareful down there, Miss 
| ~——pane...Tt's a mad house. 


ara : RICHARD 
_ Z'll drive you. 


Lois ‘iooks at Richard for a moment. Deep inside 
something she wants to do alone, then: 


a 
Ay Seamer vr tenner 8 em amermebte 


eet. LOIS a 
Okay... ; ‘Sec cureeenneam: sate 
EXT. METROPOLIS GENERAL - DAY 314 
THOUSANDS-OF PEOPLE surround tthe hospital, overitew into 
the street.-Despite the rain,’‘they’ve gathered ffmam walks 


of life: fans, mourners, press;and cuits of “peop © DRESSED 
IN THE S. Candles have been lit. Prayers whispe Sob 
to keep things~under control.) sv 7 een 


f 


Lois, Richard; and Jason stare: out at the throngg 
The hospital is just ahead, but they‘re not mov 


RICHARD 
. 89 much for parking. 


Lois - ii 
It’s okay. I can walk... . 


Bhd JASON —— j pasemee toe coun pammans Laces 


. 4 we 
i T want’ to go with Mommy. a 
Beat. Lois’ looks to Richard. He nods. Richard ca } tell his 


isn't going to be easy for Lois, and-hugs“her tiga 
a “ 2 te wees 


——————=~| RICHARD a8 
(whispers) 
_-We, did everything we could. 
A tear falls” from her eye. 
if SA # Nemagcaie ns) Bae eg eee 
i}; RICHARD (CONT'D) 
I'll be right here. “* pect A 


‘ 


EXT. METROPOLIS’ GENERAL - MOMENTS LATER | 


LOIS and JASON work their way through the crowd People Vstare 
and whisper as they pass. Lois wonders if this.was a bad 
idea. At the-front door, she shows a cop her press badge. 


; % _ Pod . 
fan eo COP 
~ .1-.No press. 
~se, fi 
mee 
=I 
u 
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Lois- turns away, when a SERGEANT notices her. leans to the 


i i a a something we don’t hear. 
ae: Ga 


SERGEANT 
ra eer, ‘Lane? 


The cops faa in, a “the doors for th 


LOIS (v, oO.) 
7 Wat’ s the latest ‘on-his- GOAGLisi-6 


pr ag 
315 INT. METROPOLIS\ GENERAL - CORRIDOR acacia rere taacnal 315 
Lois:and Jason walk down a busy corridor with - More 


EOP LS:. stare Bs) vshe passes. She’s quite the ce 


inser DOCTOR me 


~ eer We can hear a: héar'tbeat . « “put” 
i es oa : 


They: enter | 'a corridor lined with cops, ‘and appy 
guarded.by; two’ officers. The :doctor nods and t 
the door. Lois -pauses for a moment , uncertain. . 


enw 


316 INT. METROPOLIS GENERAL - SUPERMAN’S. ROOM 316 


They nervously. step inside. She stares at the flaor for a 
moment, then Looks up and almost gasps when she 

SUPERMAN, laying in a hospital .bed. Unconscious\: "Hooked up 
only to a heart Monitor. Lois tries to pete it egethe . 


sete ons 


ee 4 a LOIS te 
soa we have a minute, alone? 
CoA DOCTOR elt 
“ 2 of course. ea 
He Seugaa: The aes closes. Rain echoes outside. ts and 


Jason a Pee euethy across from the bed, starin 


PP coon JASON 
if Is he \yoing to get 't ‘better? ™ vee 


ment ee nen cennaereN 


JASON . 
I want. him to. I like him. -~~ 


7!  LOrs ee 
ao "Me-too. 
ae 


She steps..closer, trying to find words. It’s not easy. 
oN. fi 


i 


317 
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p f LOIS (CONT'D) : ' | 


iV Gaher?} can you hear me? They say 

: imes when people are in... . 

bos | evermind. 
id PS Lat 


” ee ; 
No answer. \JuSt ‘the beep of the heart monitor. 
with téars, bois finally approaches his bedside 


LOIS (CONT'D) 
there's something. ...something lL. — 


“ need to tell you. +, Wf) 
She looks back at Jason, then reaches up and draws the 


curtain around tie bed, blocking his view. 
VIA SILHOUETTE,’ Jason watches: as Lois bends dowy z : WHISPERS 


something-intd Superman's ear that we cannot hearty 


PUSH IN ON: Jason, watching his mother divulge (ne —pigyest 
secret of-thetr lives. He doesn’t “know what” she\™_ sayit , but 
knows: “it -i y omportant. 


ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE CURTAIN 
. ’ fh Neer e ' : 


Lois finishes—whispering. Leans closer. Closer. Shuts_Her 
eyes and kisses him. It's tender. Everything sh ered. 


monitor, maybe hoping the kiss would bring him back. But 
there’s no change. No magic awakening. Overwhelmed oi 
wipes away her tears and stands up.. She opens th alins, 


EXT. METROPOLIS GENERAL - MOMENTS LATER 317 
Lois and “Jasén- walk out of the hospital and loo e sea 
of pédéple-- all ‘Staring at HER. FLASH! A camera heir 


photo. ‘MICROPHONES are shoved in her face. Report 


Be, _--/ REPORTER #1 . 
... Miss-Lane, what did he look like? 
: REPORTER #2 re 
Did he say anything? Is he going to. 


A HAND GRABS LOIS’ ARM. Lois looks down, and surprisingly 
comes face to face with: 
Ai 
ae | 
< 
ti 


318 


319 
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if MARTHA KENT | 


it__»* pent’ worry. He'll be okay.. 

: | 

we i! : ; F : 
Beat. Lois’ gazes'at Martha -- who is this vonai(eacton) Lois 


can answers: _. 


cee cop a 
This way, Miss Lane. / 
ai 


The cop “giides.her away. As they—leavey-Martha iks—down at 
Jason. He smiles. Through the erowd, Lois spots} & MARY at 
the curb. She and Jason make thetr-way-toewards~ 


EXT. TROPICAL ISLAND - SUNSET 318 

Waves wash over TWO PEDICURED: FEET standing on a They 

belong to-KIiTTY KOWALSKI. She “stares out at the ore It's 
/ alm. 


tr 


almost peaceful. Almost. A FURIOUS”SHRIEK pierces 
It’s Lex, angrily hurling a coconut into the wafer.) 


satus nat eee: KITTY 


i ; 
Lex, we only have six of those. 
Noeed LEX a : 


Six? SIX?! I’d trade three “hundred 


thousand coconuts and every drop of! 4 
your blood for ONE QUART-- OF 
GASOLINE! 


RACK FOCUS to the helicopter on the beach. It’s 
but Lex finally has his island...A.bird, walks. by. ' 
Lex's toupees in its beak. Kitty rolls her eyes, 
at her. feet= The water is now 


7 


eee KITTY = 
Lex? 
oar “—“WHat, “Kitty? 


Lex turns,.sees a worried look on her face. 


tenes KITTY |. 
i? thik the tide’s ‘coming™iny =" 


fy 


Lex closes his | eyes, simmers with’ tage. Can it”9¢ 


meee yt Hi eae 
INT. METROPOLIS’ HOSPITAL, CORRIDOR - THAT : NIGHT 


A NURSE doing her rounds walks down the-guarded allway! She 
approaches the.door to Superman’s room. A cop opens it. 


a 


320 


321 


322 


323 


324 
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INT. ;METROPOLIS HOSPITAL, SUPERMAN’S ROOM - CONTENUOUS 320 
ace aeeee | 

The. f 

Superman's‘ bed, 


glancing over a chart. She a 
inally looks up, and freezes acks. 
The bed.-ig, empt | THE MAN OF STEEL IS GONE. The feels a 


DECGEP, and, Tools over to find an OPEN WINDOW. 


te 


INT. :LOIS LANE'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NIGHT 321 
A BEDSIDE CLOCK reads 3AM. Riohaid: Sleeps..sound the 
other, ae bed is empty, 

INT. ‘ors .LANE’S\HOUSE - KITCHEN - SAME TIME 322 


Lois types on her laptop. Only the title can be 
epee, “ Fs 


“ ~wseee@WHY THE WORLD NEEDS SUPERMAN, by Lois ane ‘ 
Overcome, Lois stops. She stares at A FRAMED PH@TO of ier 
with{Richard and |Jason. Beat. Frustrated, “she” ‘ghee _up/ 


4 fas sae ? t ; 

EXT. iors 1 LANE’ s| HOUSE - BACK: PORCH - MOMENTS LA! 323 
Lois ‘Weané ; ‘agent the galling. She puts a. cigarette her 
lips, flicks~the lighter -- but the flame dies. Oks 
around, puzzled. Nothing. She’s alone. She flic i 
again and the flame holds, but she stops -- thi 
Beat,’.She.drops-the cigarette, stomps it out, t pe 
faint noise., upstairs, and looks up at Jason's win low. 


INT. ‘LOIS LANE 'S HOUSE - JASON’S. “ROOM -. NIGHT... \_: 324 


sasoy Sezer ‘et ly in his rooms- ‘There is- a- soft breeze, and 
we cah barely“make out A FIGURE standing in the (Sad Tt! s 
almost ie eike until the figure steps into the 


Supermari. « sealed, Standing tall. He looks down ar Jason, for a 
long momént may e thinking about what to say. Ken, he 
qui erry Sper Serge and kneels by the bed, watchaad the 
sleeping soundly: Finally, the words come to him: 


os ae 7, SUPERMAN :. 
“ --" ¥6N-will be different. You will 
( sometimes feel liké am-outcast. But \— 


you ae not be alone. _You will - 
never : 

ey 
They’: re. the si samé words his father once said to 


alone e 


i SUPERMAN (CONT'D): 

You will make my strength your ‘own, Se 
see my‘life through your eyes, as ~~ 

~ your life will be seen through 

-TMine. The son becomes the father, 

S-.. and the father... becomes the son. 


325 


326 
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Beat.” Superman geptly touche 
to-waken.~ 


starts” 


t 


— 


Superman ig «gone /! Jason sits 
only finds -curtains blowing 


EXT. LOIS LANE’S HOUSE - BACK PORCH - SAME TIME 


Lois stands o 
looks upto s 


mn the porch, te 
@e. JASON standi 


contact, and beis turns arou 


the sky, moving away from the house we se n 


They stare at each other. 


without saying_a,word. Then, 
into the clouds< 
Se ahs aan” 


EXT. SPACE - DAWN. 


In the tradition of films p 
heavens. He Smiles at us, t 


sunrise. A magnificent dawn 


the planet. - 


Our greatest protector is finally home. 


Jeaa THE END 


Ma 


f 
; 


is eyes flutter open, and he looks—up. 


In a moment, so much 


s Jason’s head, and = bo | 


up and turns to the 
in the wind. 


ary-eyed. She hears soz : 
ng “in- the. window..~T. By Re eye 
nd‘to see SUPERMAN, SANG 


Superman turns and arsarr ty xs 


breaks, casting a wa 


